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2012 is here!  In some “religious” traditions, the year 2012 is 
met with mixed anticipation. According to one interpretation of an 
ancient Mayan “long count” calendar, December 21, 2012 will mark 
the end of a 5,125-year cycle. Depending upon your interpretation 
(or misinterpretation) of this Mayan calendar, this date will usher in 
great change: a great spiritual transformation for some, a cataclysmic 
apocalypse for others.  It must be said that most recognized Mayan 
scholars reject both the transformational and apocalyptic views as 
misinterpretations of Mayan beliefs.  

As a rule 2012 holds no special significance for Christians. We 
believe that every year—every moment, for that matter—is “freighted” 
(I’ve always loved that word) with potential significance.  In New 
Testament Greek there are two words that can be translated into English 
as “time”: kronos and kairos. Kronos refers to time that can be measured, 
as in “there’s enough time for x.” Kairos, however, refers to time as a 
right moment, the appropriate time.  According to Mark’s gospel, Jesus 
began his ministry by proclaiming, “The time (kairos) is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
(Mark 1:15)  While we believe that Christ will come again at some point 
in history to usher in God’s reign once and for all, neither Jesus nor the 
angels (let alone some ancient Mayan calendar maker) knew when that 
day would be. “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” (Matt. 24:36)  More 
importantly, however, we believe that every “now” is the right time to 
experience Christ’s coming. Now is when the reign of God is drawing 
near. Now is the moment of decision, not some “time” in the future.

2012 will, however, be a very significant year in the life of St. Paul’s.  
For us it will be a year of decision.  Perhaps more than any year in 
our history, what we decide this year will determine where we go as a 
congregation.  One year ago I made the case that if we did not take the 
steps necessary to grow, our continued presence in Wethersfield would 
be in jeopardy. Sadly, this is more true today than it was then.  Now is 
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the “kairos” moment, the right time, to act. Through a series of conversations to begin in January, we will explore 
both the challenges and the opportunities that face this congregation.  And we are committed to action.

On Sunday, January 8, we will meet after both services to initiate a conversation about the fiscal challenges 
and opportunities we are facing and the difficult, yet potentially exciting steps we are committed to taking.

Then, on Saturday, January 28, you are personally invited to attend a pot-luck dinner-gathering to look back 
over the year gone by, to evaluate the steps toward growth we initiated a year ago, and to look forward to 2012 
and beyond. I will introduce a plan called “Going Forward Together in Christ”—a faithful and organized plan for 
growth and revitalization for 2012 and beyond. 

Then, On Sunday, January 29, we will hold our annual meeting. Here we will officially receive the reports of 
our many ministries and formally commit to “Going Forward Together in Christ.” It will be an important day of 
decision.

Ten years from now (maybe sooner) our children and youths will back upon the decisions we make this 
year with either a sense of gratitude or regret: regret that we chose a safer, more familiar path toward a slow 
and steady decline; or gratitude that we rose to the challenges we faced and embraced the opportunities those 
challenges presented with faith, courage and commitment.

It is the right time, the “kairos” moment, to Going Forward Together in Christ. Won’t you go with us?
Pastor Hugh Haffenreffer.

Going Forward Together in Christ:

Two conversations about the challenges and opportunities facing St. Paul’s Church
Sunday, January 8th
Following both the early and late services

On Sunday, January 8, the congregation council is inviting the people of St. Paul’s to one of two “conversations”: 
immediately following both the early service (from 9 to 9:45AM) and the late service (from 12:00 noon to 12:45).  The 
purpose of these “conversations” is to share the real challenges and great opportunities that our commitment to a balanced 
budget for 2012 will bring to St. Paul’s. 

As a people united by faith and called to follow Christ, we must make some hard yet potentially exciting choices in 
2012 and beyond.  In order to maintain Christ’s presence at the corner of Wolcott Hill Road and West Way into the future we 
must “Go Forward Together in Christ.” This includes a greater commitment to fiscal responsibility and creativity as well.  

Join our conversations on January 8 as we lay out the challenges we are facing and some potential opportunities that 
God has before us.
Pot Luck Dinner Gathering
Saturday, January 28th, from 5:00 to 8PM

One year ago, St. Paul’s held a “Leadership Gathering” the evening before the annual meeting.  It was said then that this 
was a great idea and we should do it again.  We are.

On Saturday, January 28, from 5 to 8PM, we will gather for food, fellowship, and an opportunity to learn more about our 
plans for “Going Forward Together in Christ.”  

We will look back over the year just completed and lift out those ministries and moments where we experienced the 
presence of Christ.  We will take an honest look at the challenges we face and the opportunities for change and growth they 
bring. And we will take a look forward to a year-long initiative that will help us to grow as a community of faith. 

If you are interested in participating, or helping with any part of the evening, please talk to Pastor Hugh.
St. Paul’s 69th Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 29th, following the late service.

In order to Go Forward Together in Christ, St. Paul’s Annual Meeting is scheduled to take place on Sunday, January 29 
following the 10:30AM service. While those who are eligible to vote are defined by our constitution as “confirmed members 
[who] have communed and made a contribution of record during the current or preceding year,” we encourage all our 
friends to attend. The decisions we need to make together will demand all of our prayers and input.

The Annual Report will be available the Sunday prior to the meeting. It is our hope that all who attend the meeting will 
have previously read the various team reports and prepared to discuss the important issues that we face as a church.

Please make every effort to attend on the 29th.  Your presence and commitment will be essential if we are to “Go 
Forward Together In Christ.”
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 Church Hall and Meeting Rooms for Rent
St. Paul’s council has agreed to rent out the dining hall and meeting rooms for both members and 
non members. Perfect for a holiday party, birthday party or shower. Please call the office for details.

3 MaryAnn Mead
3 Rebecca Malinguaggio
3 Richard Kratzer
4 Emil Bengtson
4 Jane Matteson
6 David Bayek
8 Lorraine Cogswell

9 Kevin Kratzer
9 Beverly Liegey 
11 Steven Bengtson
11 Sherwood Anderson
13 Emily Lourigan
14 Grace Durkin
15 Les Lourigan

16 Alan Niederfringer
18 Rylee Ruppar
22 Margaret Carlson
25 Stephanie Lohmann
25 Caleb Parchment 
28 David Leibenguth

Reminders Holiday 
Decorations 
Wanted
Consider donating your 
gently used holiday 
decorations that you may 
no longer be using to the 
Thursday morning group. 
Please contact Debbie 
Viola, 860-529-5051

 God’s Creation 2012 Wall Calendar Sale
The calendar makes a great gift for Christmas and hostess gifts and only cost $8. Proceeds to 
benefit our youth attending the National Youth Gathering 2012 in New Orleans. See Linda 
or Kaitlin Anderson on Sunday’s or call to reserve one 860 659-4094 

 Joke
Church Bulletin Bloopers 
“Thursday night — Potluck Supper. Prayer and medication to follow.” 

submitted by Woody Anderson

 Altar Flowers & Eternal Candle
The fee’s for altar flowers ($40 per week) and eternal candle ($20 per 
month) will remain the same for 2012. In an effort to keep track of 
memorial flowers and eternal candle, payment must be delivered to the 
church office (attn. Janel Vasel) two (2) weeks prior to the actual date 
that is being requested.

December Birthdays:

Thanks to everyone for the Angel Tree gifts. Once again it was a huge success. 
Everyone is in deed an “Angel”. -Bernice Noeker
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Our closet for choir robes is now a reality. Take a few minutes to look into the choir room to see the much 
needed new addition. Four bids were submitted and a decision was made to have the work done by Guy 
Matteau of Wethersfield. Overhead storage will house hymnals, etc., for the choir as well as repository 
for the papers and documents of our church history. Our thanks to all the families who made Memorial 
Funds available to St. Paul’s. 

Memorial funds for the project were donated in memory of: 
Hans & Gertrude Seigrist, Vivian Kampe, Robert Prill, Ann Baledes, Edith Anderson, and Donald Krug

Sincerely, 
Winnie Sawrun
Memorial Fund Co- Chair

P. S.  Winnie deserves a special thank you 
from our congregation.  It took her several 
years to find just the right cabinet maker 
to build a closet to accommodate choir, 
acolyte, assisting minister, and various 
other robes. The robes had been hanging 
on clothes racks since our fellowship 
hall addition was built. Altar supplies 
and music supplies have built-in space 
provided for them.  Please stop in to the 
Choir/Altar room and take a look.  The 
closet is beautiful!

Lillian Doerschler

CLOSET FOR ROBES

A Heart-felt “Thank You” from Pastor Hugh and Debbie
Dear People of St. Paul’s,

Once again we are overwhelmed by the generosity your Christmas gift to us.  As I have said 
in the past, and feel it bears repeating, while your monetary gift was extremely generous (and 
will go to good use!), your constant expressions of love and support are the real gifts that we 
treasure the most.  Knowing that we are constantly in your prayers, and your  every-day acts of 
kindness, have been a source of treasure for which we are extremely grateful.  Thank you, again, 
for your gift!  And my you all have a happy and healthy new year!

Pastor Hugh and Debbie
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My prayer for all of you is that you have a happy, healthy, 
grateful, new year. I also hope your Christmas holiday was 
as blessed and beautiful as you had wished. We have so 
much to be grateful for. Sometimes I forget to stop and 
thank God for all His gifts, especially His gift of grace that 
I so often take for granted.

A huge thank you to all who participated in our 
Thanksgiving Ecumenical service! I was so thrilled to see 
all of our members and all the visitors who joined us. It 
looked as if everyone was really happy to be there. How 
wonderful it was that so many of our guests stayed and 
visited afterwards. I hope another church will hold it next 
year. We will have to wait and see.

	 We pray for Barbara Kjellberg as she and her 
doctors try to figure out what happened in a recent scare 
with her eyesight. She is fine now except for the anxiety 
around not knowing why her vision suddenly “went fuzzy”. 
It is hard to be patient as the doctors try to find a cause. 

	 Please keep our church council and our 
congregation in your prayers as we all try to determine 
God’s will as we move forward with the budget and the 
needs and wants of carrying out how to serve our neighbors 
and ourselves. God will guide us as long as we are willing 
to listen for His will for us. My favorite Bible verse is “Be 

still and know that I am God” Psalm 46 v.10. My trouble 
is that I often will not sit and listen because I have already 
made up MY mind what He wants me to do.

I received word from Kathy Coyle that her surgeon has 
given her permission to put full weight on her operated 
knee. She is beginning out patient physical therapy and is 
very hopeful of good results. She appreciates all our prayer 
support during the past months.

Her Christmas wish is that she will be able to walk by 
herself by Christmas. Let us all pray, along with her, that 
her wish will be realized.

	

	 Have a wonderful January and as always thank 
you for being my church family. I am blessed to have all 
of you in Les’s and my life. Be careful shoveling snow-if 
we ever get any -and watch out for “black ice”-something 
I never heard of when I was growing up a hundred years 
ago.

Please send me your news so we can “read all about it”. Emily 
Lourigan at emilyandles@cox.net or 860-563-5581. 

PRAY FOR PEACE, EMILY

ST. PAUL’S NEWS OF  
PEOPLE IN THE PEWS

CHURCH  CHAPTERS
Our book club meeting for this month is taking place on Tuesday, January 10th at the home of Dick and Sue 
Agne- 74 Stockingmill Road, Wethersfield.  Our book for this month is Stones from the River by Ursula Hegi. 
We will meet at 6:30 for coffee and dessert followed by our book discussion.   

Our upcoming dates and titles are:

•	 February 14th - Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson

•	 March 13th -The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot

We hope you can join us!! Please let Sue (563-0776 or susana23@sbcglobal.net) know if you can come!
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AC O LY T E S :

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094
	Jan. 1	 -	 Celia Cheyney
	   8	 -	 Angela Durkin
	 15	 -	 Kaitlin Anderson
	 22	 -	 Jared Christensen
	 29	 -	 Cameron Cheyney

A LTA R  G U I L D :

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094 
	Jan. 1	 -	 Winnie Sawrun & Ann French
	   8	 -	 Patty Bengtson
	 15	 -	 Debbie Howe
	 22	 -	 Jennie Dotts & Sue Sonstrom
	 29	 -	 Linda & Kaitlin Anderson

A S S I S T I N G  M I N I S T E R S :
	Jan. 1	 -	 Mary Procyk.........................................9:30
	 8	 -	 Emily Lourigan.....................................8:00
			   Patty Bengtson....................................10:30
	 15	 -	 Jim Newmark.......................................8:00
			   William Fischer, Jr. ............................10:30
	 22	 -	 Art Bruce..............................................8:00
			   Mary Procyk.......................................10:30
	 29	 -	 Emily Lourigan.....................................8:00
			   Jerry Vaillancourt................................10:30

C O M M U N I O N  A S S I S TA N T S :

Sue Agne, Coordinator, 563-0776 
	Jan. 1	 -	 Sue Agne
	   8	 -	 Curt Leonard
	 15	 -	 Carole Hughes
	 22	 -	 Dick Agne
	 29	 -	 Sue Agne

TA P I N G :

Jan Pergande, Coordinator, 644-2888
	Jan. - Deb Howe

F E L L OW S H I P  H O U R  H O S T S :

Winnie Sawrun, Coordinator, 529-7588 
	Jan. 1	 -	  Kaitlin & Linda Anderson
	   8	 -	  Wendy & Bob Pierce
	 15	 -	  Winnie Sawrun
	 22	 -	  Amanda & Debbie Viola
	 29	 -	  Lillian Doerschler & Winnie Sawrun

F I NA N C E :

Mary Procyk, Coordinator, 257-4793
	Jan. 1	 -	 George Howe
	   8	 -	 Heather Christensen, Alice Ruppar,  
			   Mary Procyk
	 15	 -	 Alice Ruppar
	 22	 -	 Heather Christensen & Mary Procyk
	 29	 -	 Alice Ruppar & Mary Procyk

L E C TO R S :

Lillian Doerschler, Coordinator, 529-1939 
	Jan. 1	 -	 Emily Lourigan
	   8	 -	 Eric Kjellberg
	 15	 -	 Jeanette Serafine
	 22	 -	 Patty Bengtson
	 29	 -	 Kaitlin Anderson

U S H E R S :

Brian Beckwith, Coordinator, 8 AM, 563-4066 
	 Jan.

Louise Lostocco, Coordinator, 10:30AM, 529-3079 
	 Jan.	  -	 Mary Ann Mead & William Fischer, Sr

1/1/2012 Only 1 service at 9:30 AM
1/29/2012 Annual Meeting

St. Paul’s Members In Service for 

January 2012
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