SAINT PAUL'S

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 Wolcott Hill Road,
Wethersfield, CT 06109
www.stpaulswethersfield.org
(860) 529-5397

MINISTRY LEADERSHIP
& STAFF SUPPORT

PASTOR
Rev. Hugh R. B. Haffenreffer
Office: (860) 529-5397
Cell Phone: (860) 966-7360
pastorh@stpaulswethersfield.org

OFFICE MANAGER
Janet Vasel
janet@stpaulswethersfield.org

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Rick Seip:
rseip@stpaulswethersfield.org
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT

Julie Perry
jperry@stpaulswethersfield.org

COUNCIL SECRETARY
Sue Sonstrom
suesontrom@stpaulswethersfield.org

TREASURER
Roy Lewis
roy@roylewiscpa.com

FINANCIAL SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Mary Procyk
mprocyk@stpaulswethersfield.org

MINISTER OF MUSIC
Melissa Cheyney

SUPERINTENDENT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL

Alice Ruppar

October 2011

Volume 69, Number 9

LIBERATING DICIPLESHIP
More than a Bible Study: A Way of Life

On Wednesday mornings, from 10 to noon, the people of St. Paul’s (admittedly
a small but faithful sampling) gather around the large conference table in our
Fellowship Hall to plumb the depth of the Bible; more accurately, a portion
of the Bible. While this monthly message may seem like an invitation to any
and all who would like to join these sojourners, it is more an invitation to this
pastor’s ponderings.

To guide us in our journey, we are following the Pastor’s Bible Study curriculum
that is entitled, “Liberating Discipleship.” (We give really great handouts. We
make it really easy and interesting to all. We would welcome anyone who
wants merely to dip their toe into a Bible study, just to check it out. Ok, end
of advertisement.)

Here is where my pondering has taken me: In last Sunday’s sermon | cited an
article by Philip Clayton in the Fall 2010 edition of the Princeton Theological
Review. The theme of this edition was, “The Church After Google.” (My
sermon can be listened to via cassette tape or downloaded from our website .
..sorry ... more advertising.) According to research referenced in this article,

“72% of ‘Millennials’—Americans between the ages of 18 and 29—now
consider themselves ‘spiritual but not religious. Even among those who
self-identify as practicing Christians, all of the traditional forms of Christian
practice have sharply declined from previous years: church attendance, Bible
study, and prayer. Doubts are higher, and affiliation with any institutional
church is sharply lower.”

The author goes on to say,

“If the decline of traditional churches and denominations continues, by 2025
the effects will have transformed the American religious landscape . . . . Some
estimate that up to two-thirds of mainline churches may have closed their doors
by that time; others will struggle on without a full-time pastor. Denominations
will merge in order to be able to maintain even minimal national staffs and
programs. A larger and larger proportion of those who still go to church will
visit large “mega” churches, those with 2,000 or more attenders on an average
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Sunday.”!
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Why is it that our young people are turned off to the institutional form of Christ, while they claim that they are “spiritual?”
Is it that we have failed in drawing the connections between the faith we confess on Sundays and the lives we live the rest
of the week? s it that we have clung possessively to the traditional forms of worship and “being church” that we were
weaned on growing up and have failed to adapt to the reality of our youths? Is it that our young people see us “talking
the talk” while not “walking the walk?” Probably all of these and more.

What's a Church to do? The answer is as simple as it is profound: it starts with a commitment to “Liberating
Discipleship.” When a community is profoundly committed to the disciplines of faith and to making the choices that
true faith calls us to make, it can’t go wrong. Why? Because by living for Christ we are living in Christ. And where
Christ is, there is life.

Jesus didn’t die for us in order for us to be able to aspire to becoming some perfect, idealized community of light and
happiness, where everyone plays nice and no one ever stubs a toe. That’s a misguided fantasy that only disappoints
us when we fail to realize it through our tireless efforts. Rather, Jesus became flesh and dwelt with us and died for us
in order that we might discover and experience his holy presence in the midst of life-as-it-is. Liberating Discipleship
leads us into life’s valleys, into life’s shadows, to stand in the middle of the suffering and the broken. While we would
rather dwell in the purity and comfort of a mountain top retreat, if we choose to follow Jesus (which is, after all, the
heart of discipleship), we will find him where he chooses to live. Where people really need him the most.

My point is not original. But it is essential to our future. We can cower in the face of seemingly insurmountable
trends and scary statistics. Or, we can . . . follow Jesus . . . and simply not sweat the rest. If we choose the path of
Jesus, of Liberating Discipleship, odds are we'll still be here past 2025. What we’ll look like, how we will worship,
what ministries we will be a part of . . . God only knows. And what a journey of discovery it will be.

Pastor Hugh Haffenreffer

1 Philip Clayton, “Theology and the Church after Google,” Princeton Theological Review XVII, no. 2 (2010): pg. 7. Emphasis added.

/l/w/ atrriage /W%ﬁ/@ i love s tones...

Whether you've heard about Lutheran Marriage Encounter dozens of times before, or heard about
it today for the first time, now is the time to decide to give yourselves the gift of a weekend that will
show you how to not take your love for granted. It may even help you to fall in love all over again.

Lutheran Marriage Encounter believes:

e Good marriages can be great marriages e Strengthening a marriage enriches the family.
e Passion can continue through life’s ups & downs. e Good communication leads to renewed romance.
* A husband and wife can be best friends. * A lifetime of commitment can be filled with joy.

THE NEXT WEEKEND IS SCHEDULED FOR
November 11-13, 2011 | Meriden, Connecticut

For more information or a registration brochure, visit our website www.GodLovesMarriage.org
or call Bob & Linda McGurn at (860)653-2173. To insure a space, please Register by October 7th.

Mﬁéj@/fw SO
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Once Ayam, Thavks for Your 6&4@/’05&)/./

Our Food Pantry got really busy this summer. So far we've had double the number of
requests that we had last year. That’s no surprise given the state of the economy. As you
know, we get much of our food from Foodshare; it's cheap, but we still have to pay for it
after the grants run out. Your help this year has allowed us to assist your local neighbors
in need to an even greater degree. Those donations from the Bengtson'’s anniversary
party were a huge help. And it seems that every week we've gotten contributions of
much wanted items such as coffee, pasta and crackers that everybody wants. Actually
we'll take anything! We never take your kindness for granted, so once again, thanks for
your generosity!

- The Outreach Committee

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM MEETING
Thursday October 6th at 7 PM
Organizers and volunteers are all
welcome to join me in planning our
annual Christmas Program.

Thank you,

Alice Ruppar

A NEW VACUUM. THANK YOU!

THANK YOU! to Mary Susla for her
kind donation of a Kirby vacuum to
St. Paul’s. It’s received RAVE reviews
from anyone who's had the pleasure

of using it !!

Eat, Drink & Be Scary !

Come To A Halloween Party
Saturday, October 22

Costumes Welcome & Encouraged !

Prizes awarded for costumes by surprise judges.
Stay tuned for details...
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Cozc[ia[[:t/ inuits you fo an

\:\:
é\ ﬁ‘(e B\\’ Eucumenical Thanksgiving Service
) Tuesday, November 22 | 7:00 pm
371 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield

‘7:(((*
X

As some of you may remember, this service was a tradition among the congregations in Wethersfield but was

discontinued in the 1980s.

We are hoping to reinstate it as way for our diverse communities to gather as one to celebrate and give thanks

for all the blessings we have been given.

Please know we are looking forward to seeing you as “we gather together to ask the Lord’s blessings”.

If you have any questions, please call Emily Lourigan 860-563-5581 or the St. Paul’s office at 860-529-5397.

We hope you will also join us for hot cider and dessert after the service for fellowship and conversation.

Emily Lourigan
Pray for peace

soul surfer Mark your calendars
) FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 AT 7PM

We will gather together to watch the inspiring
movie, “Soul Surfer.”

Concession stand, with popcorn and other snacks,
will be open!

More info to come.
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Oct. Birthdays:

1 Patty Bengtson

1 LeeAnne Creevy

1 Monica Hupfer

2 Michael Coyle

5 Lynne Matteson

7 Kathy Coyle

7 Susanne Farley

11 Danuta Turek

17 Penrose Wolf

20 Jody DiNatlie

21 Jack Leahy

23 Sara Preuss

23 Richard Bonds
23 Anthony Todaro Jr.
26 Holger Lundin
27 Crystal Brozynski
31 Helen Hube
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ST. PAUL'S NEWS OF PEOPLE IN THE PEWS

Oh, no, Halloween is coming which means All Saint’s Day
and Reformation Sunday. We will be singing A Mighty
Fortress is our God and celebrating our Lutheran heritage.

When did | turn into my mother and every other day |

say, "Where has the time gone? Pretty soon it will be
Christmas?” She would say that, and | would think, “What is
she talking about? It's only October!”

I attended the inter-faith 9/11 service at St. Joseph'’s
cathedral and it was wonderful. There were speakers and
music from Muslims and Sikhs. Hindus and Jews and Native
Americans were part of the service. Music from The Hartt
School and Baha'l Chorale inspired me to listen with some
much-needed serenity.

Woody Anderson will be inducted into the Connecticut
High School Coaches Association Hall of Fame Nov. 17

at the Aqua Turf in Southington. The coaches added a
section to its Hall for people in the media who have had an
exceptional career in high school sports.

According to Ken Kezer, chairman of the Hall of Fame
Committee, “Your outstanding record as a sports reporter
and major contributions to CHSCA for many years made

a tremendous difference.” Woody was a sports writer for
The Hartford Courant for 36 years retiring in 2005. He won
over 40 state, New England and national awards. In 1989
he was nominated for a Pulitzer for co-authoring a series on

I saw Pastor Burgess and his wife and we discussed the story steroids use which centered on high school athletes.

the speaker from Muslim Coalition told about how God
created man from clay and angels from light. The angels
didn’t like the idea when God told them to bow down

to man. God said “You don’t know everything there is to
know.” It reminded me of when Job asked “God Why me?”,
and God said, “Where you there when | created the earth?”

He also covered UConn basketball in the Dom Perno era
and UConn football under five different coaches. Woody
and eight coaches will be introduced at halftime of the
UConn-South Florida football game Oct. 15.

Please continue to keep Tim Ruppar & his family in
you prayers as he begins his one year deployment to
We are looking forward to seeing many of you at the Afghanistan.
Ecumenical Thanksgiving service on November 22 at 7:00
pm at St. Paul’s. | will be dropping off invitations to local

churches next week.

That's all I have for this month. If you have news, please let
me know at emilyandles@cox.net or 860-563—5581.

Love Emily Lourigan and remember-- pray for peace.

CHURCH CHAPTERS

Our book club is off to a great start this fall! We had ten readers gather at Art and Carole Bruce’s home to discuss
the book Breaking Night. It was a lively discussion!! We hope that you will be able to join us in October and in the
months to come. We will meet the second Tuesday of every month, gathering at 6:30 PM for coffee and dessert
and then we will share our thoughts about the month’s book.

Our October meeting is taking place on Tuesday, October 11" at 6:30 PM at the home of Tim and Nancy Malinguaggio
14 Butternut Circle, Wethersfield. Our book this month is Lone Survivor by Marcus Luttrell.

Our upcoming dates and titles are:
e November 8th — Stones From the River by Ursula Hegi at Dick and Sue Agne’s home
e January 10th - Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson

We hope you can join us!!
Please let Nancy (563-6795 or buffydog@cox.net) or Sue (563-0776 or susana23@sbcglobal.net) know if you can join us!!
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St. Paul’s MEMBERS IN SERVICE for

OCTOBER 2011

ACOLYTES:

FELLOWSHIP HOUR HOSTS:

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094

Oct. 2 - Cameron Cheyney
9 - Kaitlin Anderson

16 - Celia Cheyney
23 - Celia Cheyney
30 - Jared Christensen

ALTAR GUILD:

Winnie Sawrun, Coordinator, 529-7588
Oct. 2 - Carol & Art Bruce
9 - Jody & Pam DiNatalie
16 - Pat Granger & Alan Niederfringer
23 - Joanna & Allen Piscitello
30 - Pat & Russ Bengtson

FINANCE:

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094
Oct. 2 - Mary Procyk
9 - Winnie Sawrun & Ann French
16 - Patty Bengtson
23 - Debbie Viola & Jeanette Serafine
30 Jennie Dotts & Sue Sonstrom

ASSISTING MINISTERS:

Mary Procyk, Coordinator, 257-4793

Oct. 2 - Lois Woy
9 - Bob Bowman
16 - Mike Coyle
23 - Winnie Sawrun
30 - George Howe

LECTORS:

Oct. 2

Emily Lourigan .........c.cccceceeee.
Mike Coyle .....cccooooviiiiiiiiins
9 - JimNewmark ....cccooovvvvviiinnnnn.
William Fischer, Jr. ........ccccoenn.

16 - Jerry Vaillancourt .........cccceenenn
William Fischer, Jr. ......cccovvennnn.

23 - ArtBruce ....cooooeiiiiiiiii
Mike Coyle ....cccociiiiiiiiin

30 - Jim Newmark ..ococoooveveeeeeeeniiiiil.
Mary Procyk .....cccccoviiiiiiiniinnn.

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:

. 8:00

10:30

. 8:00

10:30

..8:00

Lillian Doerschler, Coordinator, 529-1939
Oct. 2 - Dave Bayek
9 - FEric Kjellberg
16 - Winnie Sawrun
23 - Lillian Doerschler
30 - Judy Gerken

TAPING:

Jan Pergande, Coordinator, 644-2888
Oct. - Jan Pergande

USHERS:

Sue Agne, Coordinator, 563-0776
Oct. 2 - Carole Hughes
9 - Mike Coyle
16 - Jim Newmark
23 - Mary Procyk
30 - Patty Bengtson

Brian Beckwith, Coordinator, 8 AM, 563-4066
Oct. - Suzanne McDonald

Louise Lostocco, Coordinator, 10:30AM, 529-3079

Oct. 2 - Bob Bowman & Carol Farley
9 - Bob Bowman & Debbie Viola
16 - Bob Bowman & Curt Leanard
23 - Bob Bowman & Curt Leanard
30 - Bob Bowman & Mary Ann Mead
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