






ST. PAUL’S NEWS OF PEOPLE IN THE PEWS SEPTEMBER
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
371 Wolcott Hill Rd., Wethersfi eld, CT.  

Welcome back from all your vacation excursions. Did you 
go to the beach or the mountains or stay at home? Wherever 
you were I can be sure you were hot during much of July. 
We can all be grateful we don’t live in Texas-imagine 50 
days straight of over 100 degree temperatures!

Let’s see. Alice Ruppar sent me some news about her 
daughter, Jennifer Lohmann. Jenn performed with the 
Phoenix Theater at Trinity on Main. The production was The 
Who’s Tommy. She also participated in Rocky Horror Picture 
Show and Hair. She has been an active player in many of 
the shows at The Phoenix Theater. It’s so great to know we 
have an enthusiastic actor in our midst. I will admit I am a 
little jealous as I always dreamed of being on Broadway. The 
closest I have come is walking down the street.

On Sept 12th, Timothy Ruppar and his unit from National 
Guard 246 Unit Engineer Fire Department Attachment from 
Camp Malloy in East Lyme will be deployed for 1 year to 
Afghanistan.  His fi rst stop will be a month in Texas and 
then over seas.  Tim has been in the reserve unit for about 
a year and just recently took on a full time military position 
with his unit.  Let us pray for the very best for Tim and a 
safe return upon the conclusion of his deployment.  Let us 
also keep his wife Sarah and his son Dylan and daughter 
Rylee, his father, Walter, and the whole Ruppar family, in 
our prayers. 

Marge and Ed Gentino are thrilled to let everyone know 
about the wedding of their son Bob to Tina Tian. They 
thought that he was a confi rmed bachelor until they were 
invited to the wedding in California.  Craig Hill, who is a 
former member of St. Paul’s, was in the wedding party. I 
expect some of you know Craig through his parents, Will 
and Faye. The wedding was on April 16th and Marge says 
they are planning a honeymoon in Hawaii. She and Ed are 
so happy Bob has found this wonderful partner. We wish 
Bob and Tina all the happiness in the world and send our 
best congratulations to Marge and Ed.

Have a wonderful September and give the air conditioners 
and the fans a rest as we get ready for cooler days and 
nights.

Don’t forget to send me your news for next month’s posting 
and stay well. 

Adios, sayonara, toodle loo!
Emily Lourigan 860-63-5581

PRAY FOR PEACE
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CHURCH CHAPTERS
We will be starting our book club monthly meetings this fall on 

September 7th at Art and Carol Bruce’s home – 381 Hartford Ave., Wethersfield beginning at 6:30.
The title of our September book is Breaking Night by Liz Murray.  Here is a synopsis of the book which is a wonderful 
inspirational story:

BREAKING NIGHT: A Memoir of Forgiveness, Survival, and My Journey from Homeless to Harvard by Liz Murray 

When Liz’ s mother died of AIDS, she decided to take control of her own destiny and go back to high school, often 
completing her assignments in the hallways and subway stations where she slept. Liz squeezed four years of high 
school into two, while homeless; won a New York Times scholarship; and made it into the Ivy League. Breaking Night 
is an unforgettable and beautifully written story of one young woman’s indomitable spirit to survive and prevail, 
against all odds. 

Hope You Can Join Us!!  
Please let us know if you can come!!Carol Bruce (860)-257-7327 or abruce06109@sbcglobal.net or Sue Agne (860)-563-0776 or sagne23@sbcglobal.net 

Book for October:  Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of SEAL Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell.

St. Paul’s Winnie: A Shared Experience
Submitted by Woody Anderson

As far back as Winnie Sawrun can remember, sharing was a 
family staple like milk and toothpaste. Her parents came from 
large families and you shared to survive.

“My parents never stopped anyone from coming for a meal. 
We picked up more strays…probably more than Mom 
appreciated,” Winnie said.

Everyone knew of the family in the yellow house on the 
corner of Prospect Street in Wethersfield. Even newly 
released prisoners from nearby Wethersfield State Prison 
knew they’d get a snack and beverage.

“They always asked, “How do I get to the Berlin Turnpike? 
They were on their way to New York. They had a way of 
tagging a home and it got passed on. No one ever got turned 
away,” Winnie said. “Just in case, my dad had a gun in the 
dining room.”

At age 8, Winnie brought her sharing upbringing to St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Wethersfield where she 
has done everything but give sermons; 52 years in a choir, 
59 years, and counting, on the Altar Guild, Sunday School 
Superintendent, Sunday School teacher, Church Council. And 
when there’s a reception after a funeral, it’s Winnie who kick-
starts the kitchen.

In 1998 she restarted St. Paul’s Thursday Morning Group, 
which had disbanded. Several of the women, including 
Winnie, had lost husbands and no one was getting together.

“People were going around with long faces. Why not start the 
group again?”  Winnie asked.

Since, they’ve turned out a steady stream of crafts ranging 
from quilts to jewelry to baked goods to making pumpkins 
out of plastic dryer hoses for fairs and other causes.

“I say it every week. I need time off,” said Winnie, 77. “But 
somebody’s got to do it. I have the time and talent which God 
has given me. I love it.”

She has been a model, a supervisor at United Airlines, a 
board member of a Fife and Drum Corps to which her three 
daughters belonged and was active in a square dance club 
and took fencing lessons. She’s a member of the Ladies 
9-Hole League at Goodwin Park and reads a book a night.

Suddenly two years ago Winnie suspected she was having 
a heart attack. When a neighbor brought her to Hartford 
Hospital it was having a fire drill. Despite the commotion, 
someone asked her why she was there. That led to an 
angiogram followed by a doctor saying she needed 
quadruple heart surgery the next day.

“I never questioned anything. I’ve always had a close 
relationship with my Maker,” Winnie said. “I was confident 
He would take care of me.”

That night her room was shared with family, friends and well-
wishers. “I felt so much love that night,” Winnie said. Eleven 
days later she was back home and later back at church, the 
same Winnie here, Winnie there, Winnie everywhere.
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AC O LY T E S :

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094
	 Sept. 4	 -	 Kaitlin Anderson
	 11	 -	 Celia Cheyney
	 18	 -	 Kaitlin Anderson
	 25	 -	 Jared Christensen

A LTA R  G U I L D :

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094 
	 Sept.4	 -	 Patty Bengtson
	 11	 -	 Debbie Viola & Jeanette Serafine
	 18	 -	 Jennie Dotts & Sue Sonstrom
	 25	 -	 Linda & Kaitlin Anderson

A S S I S T I N G  M I N I S T E R S :
	 Sept. 4	 -	 Emily Lourigan...............................9:00
	 11	 -	 William Fisher, Jr............................8:00
		  -	 Mike Coyle..................................10:30
	 18	 -	 Jim Newmark.................................8:00
		  -	 Jerry Vaillancourt..........................10:30
	 25	 -	 Patty Bengtson................................8:00
		  -	 Mary Procyk.................................10:30

C O M M U N I O N  A S S I S TA N T S :

Sue Agne, Coordinator, 563-0776 
	 Sept. 4	 -	 Lillian Doerschler
	 11	 -	 Sue Agne
	 18	 -	 Dick Agne
	 25	 -	 Joan Kratzer

F E L L OW S H I P  H O U R  H O S T S :

Winnie Sawrun, Coordinator, 529-7588 
	 Sept. 4	 -	 Harriet Fritsch & Helen Peterson
	 11	 -	 Carol Hopkins
	 18	 -	 Joanna & Allen Piscitello
	 25	 -	 Wendy & Bob Pierce

F I NA N C E :

Mary Procyk, Coordinator, 257-4793
	 Sept. 4	 -	 Lillian Doerschler
	 11	 -	 Helen Peterson
	 18	 -	 Dick Agne
	 25	 -	 Betty Lamo

L E C TO R S :

Lillian Doerschler, Coordinator, 529-1939 
	 Sept. 4	 -	 George Howe
	 11	 -	 Sue Agne
	 18	 -	 Jeanette Serafine
	 25	 -	 Joan Kratzer

TA P I N G :

Jan Pergande, Coordinator, 644-2888
	 Sept.	 -	 Walter Ruppar

U S H E R S :

Brian Beckwith, Coordinator, 8 AM*, 563-4066 

Louise Lostocco, Coordinator, 10:30AM*, 529-3079 
	 Sept	 -	 Walter Ruppar & William Fischer, Sr.

* Starting September 11th.

St. Paul’s Members In Service for 

September 2011

September 2011 pg. 6



SU
N

.
M

O
N

.
T

U
ES

.
W

ED
.

T
H

U
R

S.
FR

I.
SA

T.

N
ot

es
:

Fa
ll 

W
or

sh
ip

 S
ch

ed
ul

e 
re

su
m

es
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 
11

th
: W

or
sh

ip
 a

t 8
 A

M
 a

nd
 I0

:3
0 

A
M

.

O
n 

Se
pt

em
be

r 1
1t

h,
 s

pe
ci

al
 P

ea
ce

 S
un

da
y 

co
m

m
em

or
at

in
g 

th
e 

10
th

 A
nn

iv
er

sa
ry

 o
f t

he
 9

-1
1 

Te
rr

or
 A

tta
ck

s.

C
on

ne
ct

ic
ut

 9
- 

11
 M

em
or

ia
l S

er
vi

ce
: S

ep
t. 

II 
@

 7
 P

M
, S

t. 
Jo

sp
ep

h 
C

at
he

dr
al

, F
ar

m
in

gt
on

 A
ve

., 
H

tfd
.

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 B

ib
le

 S
tu

dy
 r

es
um

es
 o

n 
Se

pt
. 2

1 
at

 IO
:3

0 
A

M
.

C
on

fi r
m

at
io

n 
C

la
ss

es
 b

eg
in

 o
n 

Se
pt

. 2
1 

at
 6

PM

1
2

3

Th
ur

. G
rp

 1
0 

A
M

A
A

 1
0 

A
M

A
A

 7
:3

0 
PM

4
5

6
7

8
9

10

H
ar

la
nd

 B
ap

tis
m

 
H

ol
y 

C
om

m
. 9

 A
M

O
ffi

 c
e 

C
lo

se
d 

La
bo

r 
D

ay
O

ut
re

ac
h 

M
ee

tin
g 

7 
PM

O
A

 7
:3

0 
PM

A
A

 7
 P

M
C

ho
ir

 R
eh

. 7
:3

0 
PM

 
Th

ur
. G

rp
 1

0 
A

M
A

A
 1

0 
A

M
A

A
 7

:3
0 

PM

11
12

13
14

15
16

17

PE
A

C
E 

SU
N

D
A

Y
H

ol
y 

C
om

m
. 8

 &
 1

0:
30

 A
M

A
du

lt 
Fo

ru
m

 9
: 1

5 
A

M
Su

nd
ay

 S
ch

oo
l 1

0:
30

 A
M

C
T 

9-
11

 S
er

vi
ce

 7
 P

M
 

O
A

 7
:3

0 
PM

A
A

 7
 P

M
C

ho
ir

 R
eh

. 7
:3

0 
PM

 

Ep
is

tl
e 

D
ea

dl
in

e
M

en
's

 B
re

ak
fa

st
 7

:3
0 

A
M

Th
ur

sd
ay

 G
rp

 1
0 

A
M

A
A

 1
0 

A
M

A
A

 7
:3

0 
PM

18
19

20
21

22
23

24

H
ol

y 
C

om
m

. 8
 &

 1
0:

30
 A

M
A

du
lt 

Fo
ru

m
 9

: 1
5 

A
M

Su
nd

ay
 S

ch
oo

l 1
0:

30
 A

M
O

A
 7

:3
0 

PM

B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy

: I
O

:3
0 

A
M

C
on

fi r
m

at
io

n 
6 

PM
A

A
 7

 P
M

C
ho

ir
 R

eh
. 7

:3
0 

PM
Th

ur
sd

ay
 G

rp
 1

0 
A

M
A

A
 1

0 
A

M

H
ar

ve
st

 F
ai

r 
9 

A
M

 -
 3

 P
M

Ya
nk

ee
 P

ot
 R

oa
st

D
in

ne
r:

 5
:3

0 
PM

A
A

 7
:3

0 
PM

25
26

27
28

29
30

H
ol

y 
C

om
m

. 8
 &

 1
0:

30
 A

M
A

du
lt 

Fo
ru

m
 9

: 1
5 

A
M

Su
nd

ay
 S

ch
oo

l 1
0:

30
 A

M

Pa
ri

sh
 A

dm
in

 6
:3

0 
PM

C
ou

nc
il 

7:
30

 P
M

O
A

 7
:3

0 
PM

B
ib

le
 S

tu
dy

: 1
0:

30
 A

M
C

on
fi r

m
at

io
n 

6 
PM

A
A

 7
 P

M
C

ho
ir

 R
eh

. 7
:3

0 
PM

Th
ur

sd
ay

 G
rp

 1
0 

A
M

A
A

 1
0 

A
M

S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2

0
1

1
 |

 E
V

E
N

T
 C

A
L

E
N

D
A

R



Saint Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church
371 Wolcott Hill Road
Wethersfield, CT 06109
www.stpaulswethersfield.org

September 2011
 Volume 69, Number 8

What’s inside:

A Message from the Pastor	 pg  1

Announcements	 pg  2 & 3

Harvest Fair	 pg  4

News of People in the Pews 	 pg 4

Church Chapters	 pg  5

A Shared Experience	 pg 5

Members in  Service 	 pg 6

Calendar	 pg  7


