
Living in Faith at a Crossroad
St. Paul’s is a congregation at a crossroad.  Arriving at a crossroad presumes a 
journey that is underway.  
In March we will celebrate 68 years of ministry in Wethersfield.  These have been 
68 years of active, growing faithfulness.  Our existence began with an idea that 
took form first in and through the lives of a small gathering of people in a storefront 
on Wolcott Hill Road.  This was a community capable of thinking creatively, using 
whatever resources they had to respond to Christ’s call.  For an altar they used a 
sheet-covered candy display case.  Candles borrowed from a dining room became 
their first altar candles in worship.  
Over the next 54 years the congregations faith and hope for the future lead them to 
purchase property with a house for its permanent location.  The existing home was 
converted into a house of worship.  As an act of faith these same people built our 
present sanctuary.  As an act of faith it replaced the converted house with our Paris 
Education Building, with a full kitchen, plenty of room for meetings and classrooms 
for its children.  As an act of faith they would build our connecting Fellowship Hall, 
a living room like structure that physically and symbolically unites its worship and 
educational ministries in a bond of fellowship.  
Over the course of these 54 years there was always something more to build, 
something greater to achieve.  When the Fellowship Hall was dedicated in 1996 it 
seemed to signal the end of one era and the start of something new. The challenge 
has been to discern what that new thing is to be.
For whatever reason, the past 14 years have been ones not of numerical growth, but 
decline.  While this same faith and commitment to the mission of Christ has been 
richly exampled—especially in the way people in need have been lovingly cared 
for and in the way this community constitutes an extended family for many—a clear 
vision and understanding of where God is calling us today has remained elusive.  
With the decline in numbers and with a growing financial challenge, St. Paul’s finds 
itself in unfamiliar and uncomfortable territory.  This is, to borrow from President 
Obama, a “sputnik” moment for us.  
Yet, in a real way, we are exactly where we need to be.  With a renewed sense 
of urgency on the part of our congregation and a new awareness that we can no 
longer rely upon the momentum and legacy of the past (nor on the generosity of 
our forbearers) we are open to listen for the subtle promptings of the Spirit.  This is 
a teachable moment.  If at our present crossroad we act now and choose the path 
Christ is calling us to take our future will be bright and our journey exciting.  If we 
pull back in fear, and choose the route that is familiar and easy, then our present 
challenges will only grow.  
Over the course of the next few weeks and months, some exciting new opportunities 
for personal and congregational spiritual growth and renewal will be offered.  These 
present no quick fix to our challenges, but rather constitute an invitation to grow 
in faith, hope and love.  How we respond individually and together will determine 
where our journey takes us.  
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Just Joking... 
One day the zoo-keeper noticed that the orangutan was reading two books: the Bible and Darwin’s 
Origin of Species. Surprised, he asked the ape, “Why are you reading both those books?” 

“Well,” said the orangutan, “I just wanted to know if I was my brother’s keeper or my keeper’s brother.”

submitted by Woody Anderson

H a p p y  
F e b r u a r y  B i r t h d a y s

1 Glen Warstock
2 Sandra Colpitts 
3 Griffin Myers
5 Peter Lupoli
8 Doris Bunnell
8 Debbie Viola
16 Kyle Parsons
17 Federico Preuss
18 Winnie Sawrun

22 Kyle McDonald
23 Diane Bayek
24 Joyce Piecewicz
25 Robert Prill
25 Gavin Power
27 Sandra Schultz
28 Sara Colpitts
28 Walter Ruppar
28 Paul Vessella

AC O LY T E S :
Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094
Feb	 6	 -	 Cameron Cheyney 
	 13	 - 	 Kaitlin Anderson & Autumn DeBlois
	 20	 -	 Celia Cheyney
	 27	 - 	 Jared Christensen 

A LTAR   G U I L D :

Linda Anderson, Coordinator, 659-4094
Feb	  6	 -	 Mary Procyk
	 13	 - 	 Jennie Dotts & Sue Sonstrom
	 20	 -	A nn French & Winnie Sawrun 	  
	 27	 - 	D ebbie Howe & Jeanette Serafine

ASSISTING          M INIST     E RS  :
Feb 	 6	 -	 Jim Newmark.................................8:00
		  -	 William Fischer, Jr........................10:30
	 13	 - 	 Patty Bengtson ...............................8:00
		  -	 Mary Procyk.................................10:30
	 20	 -	A rt Bruce....................................... 8:00
		  -	 Jerry Vaillancourt..........................10:30
	 27	 -	 Jim Newmark.................................8:00
		  -	 William Fischer, Jr........................10:30

C O M M U NION     ASSISTANTS         :
Sue Agne, Coordinator, 563-0776
Feb	 6	 -	H elen Peterson
	 13	 - 	 Jim Newmark
	 20	 -	 Mary Procyk 
	 27	 - 	 Patty Bengtson

F E L L OW SHI   P  HO  U R  HOSTS     : 
Winnie Sawrun, Coordinator, 529-7588
Feb	 6	 -	  Debbie & George Howe
	 13	 - 	  Debbie & Amanda Viola
	 20	 -	  Wendy & Bob Pierce	  
	 27	 - 	  Pam Speno & Lois Woy

F INAN   C E : 
Mary Procyk, Coordinator, 257-4793
Feb	 6	 -	D ebbie Viola
	 13	 - 	 Winnie Sawrun
	 20	 -	G eorge Howe
	 27	 - 	A rt Bruce

L E C TORS   :
Lillian Doerschler, Coordinator, 529-1939
Feb	 6	 -	 Mary Procyk 
	 13	 - 	G eorge Howe
	 20	 -	 Jeanette Serafine 	  
	 27	 - 	 William Fischer, Jr.

Nu  r s e ry:
Ann French, Coordinator, 529-3245
Feb 	 - 		  Volunteers Needed

Ta p i n g :
Debbie Viola, Coordinator, 529-5051
Feb   -   Debbie Howe

U SH  E RS  :

Brian Beckwith, Coordinator, 8AM, 563-4066
Feb		  -	S uzanne McDonald 

Louise Lostocco, Coordinator, 10:30AM, 529-3079
Feb 6,13, 20 & 27 - Walter Ruppar & Bill Fischer, Sr.

St. Paul’s Members In Service for 

February 2011
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