








Reflections on the New England Synod Assembly
Mass Mutual Center, Springfield, MA (June 8-10, 2012)

The Holy Spirit was alive and active at the annual New England Synod Assembly. Our theme this year was “Trusting in Partnership.”
	 The highlight of the assembly was the election of Pastor James Hazelwood as our new bishop. There were also elections to Synod 
Council, Synod Committees and voting members to the 2013 churchwide assembly. In addition to elections, there were reports from local 
and wider church partners in ministry, the passing of three resolutions, uplifting and Spirit-filled worship and a comical yet loving video 
tribute to our current bishop Margaret Payne who is retiring this year. Four ordinations and a commissioning took place at the closing worship 
on Sunday morning. 
	 Those are the facts and the highlights of the assembly. The excitement of seeing and hearing several hundred Lutherans participating 
in the work of the church and worshiping our Lord ~ there is nothing like hearing Lutherans sing~ was uplifting and inspiring. May our Lord 
continue to bless the leaders, pastors and congregations of the New England Synod as we continue to carry out our ELCA theme: “God’s 
Work. Our Hands” and our New England Synod focus: “Doing What Matters”.

R. Maureen Hawksley, Acting Pastor

The 2012 New England Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Synod Assembly was held on Friday June 8th – Sunday June 10th at 
the Mass Mutual Center in downtown Springfield, MA. Julie Perry, Pastor Maureen and I represented St. Paul’s Congregation. The theme for 
this year was “Trusting in Partnership”. There were presentations given by leaders from the various ministries throughout the weekend, some of 
which were: Lutheran Social Services, Camp Calumet, World Wide Hunger Relief, Young Adults, and Youth Gathering – 2012 New Orleans, 
and more…...
Another highlight of the weekend was the election of Bishop for the N.E. ELCA (the Bishop’s term is for six years). The balloting for a new 
Bishop began on Friday (06/08/12) with all voting members submitting a paper nomination for the eligible Pastor whom they would like 
nominated for Bishop. The top seven candidates were: Ted Asta, Linda Forsberg, Ross Goodman, James (Jim) Hazelwood, Tim Oslovich, David 
Rinas and John Stendahl.
The seven candidates then had two minutes each, per question to answer a round of seven predetermined questions. During the questioning 
period everyone agreed that all seven candidates were equally qualified to be Bishop and each one had unique Pastoral experiences that they 
would bring to the Bishop’s seat.
On Saturday morning there were three more predetermined questions for each candidate and a five minute personal presentation. The next 
round of voting narrowed the field down to five candidates and was done electronically (first time in the N.E. ELCA Synod history) with some 
opposition. The main concern was that some voting members wanted to see the results electronically immediately after voting. The modera-
tor stated that the votes had to be verified first, and the candidates would be personally notified if they were to move on to the next round or 
not. A motion was made “to see the results electronically immediately after voting”. This motion was sent to a vote of hands. The motion did 
not carry a majority of votes and was denied. The next round of votes narrowed the field down to three candidates and they were: Ted Asta, 
Jim Hazelwood and Tim Oslovich. Then the next vote narrowed it down to two candidates: Jim Hazelwood and Tim Oslovich.  During the last 
opportunity for the candidates to address the assembly Pastor Hazelwood mentioned that his experiences as an outsider of the faith during 
his upbringing gives him insight as to what it is like to have that experience. Pastor Hazelwood also mentioned the famous seven words of a 
congregation “We have always done it that way”. Pastor Hazelwood likes to address that phrase with his famous seven words “What if we did 
it this way?” At 4:00 PM the voting started for the new Bishop of the N.E.ELCA Synod and Pastor James Hazelwood was elected as our next 
Bishop.
We should all have an opportunity to visit with Bishop elect James Hazelwood when he becomes Bishop. Jim mentioned that he would like 
to visit all the congregations in the N.E. Synod during the next year or two.
Please feel free to ask me any questions with regards to the 2012 N.E. ELCA Synod Assembly and my faith journey through this process. I will 
also post Bishop elect James Hazelwood’s bio on our bulletin board for your review.

Respectfully Submitted,
Wm. Fischer, Jr. 

I was proud to represent St. Paul’s at the New England Synod Assembly.  Participating in the selection of a new bishop was fascinat-

ing – congratulations to our new Bishop Elect, the Reverend James Hazelwood!  The process was such that I felt like I personally knew 
each of the candidates by the end of the election.  You could feel the excitement in the room when the election results were announced.  
The theme of the assembly this year was “Trusting in Partnership”, and some of the most memorable experiences of the weekend for me 
were the presentations by various “partners” of the New England Synod and the ELCA.  I found myself moved to tears on multiple oc-
casions when hearing about the good work being done through the ELCA Malaria Campaign, Lutheran Social Services, Lutheran World 
Relief and Lutheran Immigrant and Refugee Service, to name only a few.  I left feeling empowered to “do what matters”.  I also enjoyed 
getting to meet and exchange ideas with members of churches throughout New England as well as my fellow attendees from St. Paul’s, 
Pastor Hawksley and Bill Fischer, Jr.  This experience was an amazing one for me, and I thank you for giving me the opportunity to at-
tend!  If anyone would like more detail, please feel free to contact me – I would love to tell you all about it!  

Best wishes, Julie Perry Council President
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