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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HUGH 

Vision 2020: Discerning Godôs Future Together 

 

At the start of a new year, itôs always a good idea to assess the year gone by and to look forward 
to the year yet to come.   

 
In looking back, I cannot help but be reminded of one of my favorite choir pieces, ñNow Greet 

the Swiftly Changing Year,ò by the composer Alfred Fedak.  Fedak drew the words for this piece 
from an early 17th century Slavic hymn.  The first verse is: 

Now greet the swiftly changing year  

With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace  

Another year of grace. 

In looking back over the past year, I cannot help but be mindful of the many ways that grace, 
Godôs unmerited and transforming love, has popped up in unexpected ways and at the exact right 
moments.  What we do as the faithful people of Godðin fact, all of our efforts as a congregation (a 
gathering together of the faithful)ðcan only be effective when it is motivated and infused by grace.  
That was clearly the case in 2018. 

The same grace will be essential as we move forward.  Grace is the foundation upon which we 
will build our future church.  (After all, it was the only foundation upon which the Church, that is, 
the body of Christ, has ever been built.)  How grace may become incarnate in the future life of St. 
Paulôs and its ministries is something that will take focused and intentional spiritual discernment.  
And that is what leads me to an idea.  An invitation, really.   

During 2019, I will be inviting our people (all of our people) into a lively conversation.  At the 
heart of the conversation will be the question, ñWhere is God leading us?ò  Thatôs certainly not a 
new question.  But it is a vital one.  And to answer it in any meaningful way, we will need to ex-
plore the question intentionally.  And to do that, I am proposing that we spend some organized time 
together and create just enough ñstructureò (including creating a team to facilitate this) so that the 
time we spend asking and then listening for the answer actually bears fruit.  I am calling this dis-
cernment effort: ñVision 2020: Discerning Godôs Future Together.ò   

Perhaps we should unpack this title, including its double meaning:  

Å 2020 is the year in which the work we do in 2019 will ñbear fruitò in concrete ways.  2020 is a 
lot like ñ20/20ò and reminds us of the need to focus our spiritual ñvisionò so we may indeed discern 
Godôs will (as opposed to our own).   

Å The words, ñGodôs Future,ò are essential.  A church is only the Church when it is obedient to 
the will of God.  And in a world that is so often overwhelmed by ñnoiseò and distraction, it takes 
real, intentional effort to hone our vision and discern what Godôs will actually is.  And then real 
prayer and spiritual fortitude to follow that will into the future.   

Å Finally, there is the word, ñTogether.ò  No one person, no single committee or team, can do 
this work alone.  Discerning Godôs future for St. Paulôs will take the collective commitment of all 
of us together.  It will do no good if only part of our community feels called to move in a particular 
direction while others remain reluctant or resistant.  As Jesus himself, ñno city or house divided 
against itself will stand.ò (Matt. 12:25) It is together that we will discern Godôs will for our live and 
together that we will find the spiritual resources necessary to carry it out.   
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HUGH, CONTôD 

The specifics are being worked on.  More will be shared at the Annual Meeting and in other fo-
rums to follow.  And while intentional preparation and planning is important, the real value to this 
process will be in the surprises discovered along the way.  ñWhere is God leading us?ò  I canôt wait 
to find out.  It will be like opening Christmas presents all year long! 

Hereôs to ñAnother Year of Grace!ò 

 

Pastor Hugh 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE 
 
ST. PAULôS 76TH ANNUAL MEETING WILL TAKE 

PLACE ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 20, 2019 IMMEDI-
ATELY FOLLOWING THE 9:30 AM COMBINED 
WORSHIP SERVICE.  ALL VOTING MEMBERS ARE 
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND. IN THE 
EVENT OF POSTPONEMENT DUE TO ñSEVERE 
WEATHER OR OTHER HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS,ò 
THE ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE RESCHEDULED 
TO THE NEXT ñPRACTICABLE      SUNDAY.ò 
 

ANNUAL MEETING RELATED DATES AND TIMES 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 
Å  Sunday, January 6: All annual reports are due to the church office "Camera Ready," that is, 
ready to be printed without need for editing. Reports should be submitted via email to                            
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org.  PLEASE be sure to CC me, as well:                                           
 pastorh@stpaulswethersfield.org. 

Å  Thursday, January 10: The printed Annual Report will be collated and stapled.  
Å  Sunday, January 13: Reports will be available after each service. 
Å  Sunday, January 20: We will have one (1) service at 9:30 am. Voting on new council members, 
receiving reports, and any other items that need a formal vote by the congregation, will take 
place immediately following the worship service. Actually, it will be the last things we do at 
the end of the worship service. (What can be better for the church than to make important    
decisions in the middle of worship?) 

RECEIVING NEW MEMBERS ON JAN. 20 

During the Annual Meeting Worship Service, what better way to celebrate than by formally 
welcoming "new members" into our fellowship. While St. Paul's doesn't really discriminate be-
tween "members" and "non-members"ðif you worship with us you are part of our fellowshipð
we are bound by our constitution to define a "voting member" as one who has been officially     
received into our fellowship and recorded in our books. "Voting members" are not only able to 
"vote" at meetings, they are also able to take a more active role in the life of St. Paulôs, including 
serving on its Council. 

On Sunday, January 13, following the late service, I will be 
offering a "new members' explorer class" for anyone who would 
like to explore what it is that we believe as a community of faith. 
While there is no obligation to "join" St. Paul's after having taken 
the class, it does provide an opportunity to explore each person's 
relationship with God and how that might be supported within 
this community. For more information, contact me at any time. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiE6Jj0hLbfAhW1oFsKHXjGApkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcpcdowningtown.org%2Fannouncements-january-28-2018%2Fannual-meeting%2F&psig=AOvVaw2dQEbfQN5X61zeJgP0l7bS&u
mailto:Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org
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JANUARY ALTAR FLOWERS AND ETERNAL CANDLE   

 

JANUARY 6TH:     

JANUARY 13TH:          All Sundays in January are available  

JANUARY 20TH:   

JANUARY 27TH:   

JANUARY ETERNAL CANDLE :   given in memory of Grandma Darlene Cornog  

                         by the Byrd Family  

JANUARY GOSPEL                  
READINGS  

JANUARY 5TH  

 Matthew 2: 1 -12  

JANUARY 13TH  

 Luke 3:15 -17, 21 -22  

JANUARY 20TH   

  John 2: 1 -11  

JANUARY 27TH    

   Luke 4: 14 -21  

THE 2019 FLOWER 
CHART IS NOW       
AVAILABLE                               

on the information wall near the 
coat rack.   If you are interested 
in signing up for flower dona-
tions for the new year, please 
sign your name next to the date 
on the calendar AND complete 
a flower form which can also be 
found on the wall. Flowers are 
$50 per week.  Weeks can be 
shared by more than one family. 

Once again St. Paulôs was 
very generous in their       
support of the Salvation Ar-
my Angel Tree program.  We 
collected over 40 games to 
give to children in need.  
THANK YOU TO ALL 
WHO PARTICIPATED! 

Bernice Noeker 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
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Thank you to everyone who helped with 
the Christmas Pageant. Heather Chris-
tensen coordinated the program. The 
children did a wonderful job. Thank you 
to Ellie Bengtson for sharing her story, 
God's Gift, with the children. 

Thank you 

Julie Perry 

Kim Parsons 

Alice Ruppar  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS DATES 

During the month of January we will not have Sunday 
School classes. The children will receive bulletins in 
church each Sunday which will be based on the lessons 
for the day. There are Pre reader and Reader levels 
available. 

  

CALLING ALL ACOLYTES 

Acolyte training class: January 6 at 12 noon. 

Whether you have already served as an acolyte or would like to serve, we will be gathering together after 
the late service on January 6 for an acolyte training class.  For those who have never served, we will make 
this as easy and fun as possible!  For those who have, we will need your help to show the new acolytes 
just how easy and fun it can be.  Please let me know if you are able to be there.  Also, if you are not able, 
but wish you could be,  let me know that, too.  I am happy to find another time to work with those who 
canôt make it on Jan. 6th. 

Pr. Hugh 

 

2019 God2019 Godôôs Creation Wall Calendars for SALE!s Creation Wall Calendars for SALE! 
 

  

The Youth Group is still selling calendars for $10 each in  
Fellowship Hall! These calendars are  perfect for scheduling 
your appointments all year long and also make wonderful 
gifts. Each calendar is packed with beautiful pictures of Godôs 
creation and Biblical quotes. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiO0K3MiLbfAhXLlVQKHeQ9DwwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblacksburgchristian.org%2Fevents%2F2017%2F9%2F17%2Fall-acolyte-training-meeting&psig=AOvVaw0jhAUGr72lof6dwL
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Blankets of Hope, Part 3 
In July and September, the Outreach Committee sponsored events in which we gathered to make 
26 No-Sew Fleece Blankets for Soldiersô Angels.  Everyone who participated had fun in fellow-
ship and crafting the blankets. 

We have enough fleece to make another bunch of blankets to provide comfort for members of the 
US military who have been injured or fallen ill in the line of duty.   

While it may seem like a simple gift, just think how much warmth and comfort your favorite blan-
ket provides for you when you are cold or lonely!   

The great thing about these blankets is that ANYONE of ANY age can help make them!  No spe-
cial talents are neededé all you need to be able to do is tie knots. 

Your next opportunity to help make these blankets will be after the 10:30 service on January 27th.  
Lunch will be provided. 

Please plan on joining us!  Watch for a sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Area.  QUESTIONS?  
Contact Lynne Matteson (860-529-3603 or LPM18@att.net) 

 

 

 

Soldiers' Angels provides aid and comfort to the men 
and women of the United States Army, Marines, Navy, 
Air Force, Coast Guard, their families, and a growing 
veteran population.  
 
Thousands of Soldiers' Angels "Angel" volunteers as-
sist veterans , wounded , deployed personnel , and their 
families  in a variety of unique and effective ways.  

 
"May No Soldier Go Unloved" encapsulates the moti va-
tion behind Soldiers' Angels. The volunteers of Sol-
diers' Angels work tirelessly supporting our nation's 
veterans, wounded heroes, deployed service members 
and their families.  

Dear Saint Paulôs family, 

Thank you for the very generous financial gift that you gave me for Christmas. Your generosity 
and love touches me very deeply. I hope and pray that we will all have a very happy and healthy 
2019. All my love and gratitude, 

Pastor Hugh 

 

mailto:LPM18@att.net
https://soldiersangels.org/veteran-support-bak.html
https://soldiersangels.org/wounded-support.html
https://soldiersangels.org/deployed-support.html
https://soldiersangels.org/family-support.html
https://soldiersangels.org/family-support.html
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  MENôS BREAKFAST 

  7:30 AM 

         JANUARY 17TH 

                  

Dennyôs Restaurant, Silas Deane Highway, 
Wethersfield 

Join with the men of our congregation for food 
and fellowship! 

  ZACHARYôS TABLE 

5:00 PM 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 15TH 

Join us for our free community monthly meal in 
the lower PE building 

EXTRA HANDS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED! 

  THE FEBRUARY EPISTLE            
FINAL DEADLINE IS                                    
JANUARY 20TH 

Please get your articles to Sue Agne no later than 
the third Sunday of the month.  Items can be 
emailed to me at: 

           susanagne@yahoo.com  

Thanks, in advance, for your help and                         
cooperation! 

Solar Panels Update                                                                                                             
December 2018 

We were premature in our message about the amount of money that we were saving from 
the solar panels.  We based our calculations solely on our bills from Eversource.  However, 
we have now learned that we must pay an additional bill to Soldel for the power generated 
from the solar panels   We are currently paying  an estimated amount so it is hard to know 
the exact amount of savings.  It appears the savings will be about $120 per month over 
what we paid previously.  However we will postpone giving you any exact amounts until we 
have had it for at least a year and we are no longer paying estimated amounts. 

 


