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Worship while we are away.

I came that [you] may have life,  
and have it abundantly. 

John 10:10
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
While we are Away 

May 3, 2020 • Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The people respond with the words in bold type. 

 
PRELUDE: A Franciscan Pastorale                                         – Franklin Ashdowne 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN: The King of Love My Shepherd Is, vs 1 and 2                 #502 

 
1 The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine forever. 

 
2 Where streams of living water flow, 

my ransomed soul he leadeth 
and, where the verdant pastures grow, 
with food celestial feedeth. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety 
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in 
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
THE READINGS AND THE GOSPEL 

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon 
on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new 
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and 
ensures that everyone has enough. 



A reading from Acts: 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done 
by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 
45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, 
as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47prais-
ing God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being saved. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 23 KJV 
1    The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2    He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3    He restoreth my soul: 

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4    Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5    Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

6    Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, 
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for 
our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity. 
 
A reading from First Peter: 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 
unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? 
But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 



         22“He committed no sin, 
         and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for right-
eousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like 
sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel: John 10:1-10 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about 
spiritual leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who 
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 
out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but 
they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus 
used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 
saying to them. 

 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 
8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to 
them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and 
go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE REFLECTION:                                                                             Pastor Hugh 
 
SOLO: Panis Angelicus                                                                  – Cèsar Franck 

Hugh Haffenreffer, Soloist 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you 
with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
     Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Blessed Assurance, vs 1 and 2                                           #638 

 
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 
Refrain 

This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

 
2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain 

 
POSTLUDE:  

Prelude and Fugue in F Major                                                             – J. S. Bach 



GOD’S PEOPLE IN SERVICE TODAY 
 
Worship Leader: Rev. Hugh R. B. Haffenreffer 
Music: Melissa Cheyney 
Reader: Jerry Vaillancourt 
 
Thanks to the Communications Team (Sue Agne, Erica DeBlois, Kim Parsons and 
Debbie Viola) for all their hard work keeping us up and “communicating” the Gospel 
during this time away. 
     Special thanks to Jerry Vaillancourt for assembling this worship service to-
gether. 
 
On the front cover:  
     The fresco on the front cover is one of the earliest depictions of Jesus, painted 
during the 3rd century on the ceiling of the St. Calisto catacomb in Rome.   
     Prior to Christianity becoming an accepted religion of the Roman Empire in 313 
AD, under the Emperor Constantine, it was illegal to create explicit Christian art.  
Christians, therefore, came up with ingenious ways to signal their faith through coded 
images, such as the ixthus or fish symbol, where both the fish symbol and the Greek 
word for fish, ixthus, held special meaning.  (The letters in ixthus formed an acrostic 
that meant “Jesus Christ, God’s Son, the Savior.”)   
     One of the earliest depictions of Jesus was as a shepherd, which was inspired by 
John 10:11-18 (which begins immediatly following our Gospel reading for today) 
where Jesus refers to himself as the “Good Shepherd.”  In the earliest depictions of 
Jesus, he was beardless and had short hair. (Probably reflecting the dominant Roman 
culture.)  Not until 300 AD, did he appear sporting a beard and long hair.  Even then, 
the long-haired and bearded Jesus was not the accepted depiction among Eastern 
Christianity until the 6th century, and not until much later in the West. Truth be told, 
the bible does not describe what Jesus might have looked like.    
 

+++ 
 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877 
Music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune 
 
Blessed Assurance 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908 
 
The spoken portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, from  
SundaysandSeasons.com.  Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License  
# SAS003405.   The hymns usage is covered under OneLicense #A-726897


