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Worship while we are away.

I am the Way, and the 
Truth, and the Life. 

John 14:6



SERVICE OF THE WORD 
While we are Away 

May 10, 2020 • Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The people respond with the words in bold type. 

 
PRELUDE: Now the Green Blade Rises                                          – arr Paul Manz 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN: Now the Green Blade Rises – vs 1 and 3                          #379  

1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, 
he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; 
love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. 
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his command-
ments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
THE PSALM AND THE GOSPEL 

Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
    1In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
         deliver me in your righteousness. 
    2Incline your ear to me; 
         make haste to deliver me. 
    3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe,  
         for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
         for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 



    4Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, 
         for you are my tower of strength. 
    5Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
         for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth. 
    15My times are in your hand; 
         rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  
         and from those who persecute me. 
    16Let your face shine upon your servant; 
         save me in your steadfast love.” 

 
Gospel: John 14:1-14 
On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his dis-
ciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before them 
and act on their behalf. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 
How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus 
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in 
me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 
but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, 
I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 
will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do wha-
tever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in 
my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



THE REFLECTION:                                                                             Pastor Hugh 
 
SOLO: You Raise Me Up                             – Brendan Graham and Rolf Lovland 

Rob Pelletier, Soloist 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you 
with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
     Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
CLOSING HYMN: For the Beauty of the Earth – vs 1 and 2                           #879 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 
for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 

 
Refrain 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise. 

 
2 For the wonder of each hour 

of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 
sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 

 
POSTLUDE:  

Trumpet Tune in F Major                                                       – David N. Johnson 



 
GOD’S PEOPLE IN SERVICE TODAY 
 
Worship Leader: Rev. Hugh R. B. Haffenreffer 
Music: Melissa Cheyney 
Soloist: Rob Pelletier 
Reader: Jerry Vaillancourt 
 
Thanks to the Communications Team (Sue Agne, Erica DeBlois, Kim Parsons and 
Debbie Viola) for all their hard work keeping us up and “communicating” the Gospel 
during this time away. 
     Special thanks to Jerry Vaillancourt for assembling this worship service together. 
 
On the front cover:  

The Christ Pantocrator, Greek for “almighty”, of St. Catherine’s Monastery 
at Sinai in Egypt, is thought to have been painted in the 6th century. It was painted 
on a thin wooden panel using colored waxes. Considered one of the oldest surviving 
Byzantine religious icons, and one of the most familiar, it is the oldest known depic-
tion of Christ as Pantocrator. Christ is wearing a purple robe, the color of royalty.  
With his right hand he blesses. In his left hand, he holds a book, most likely a gospel, 
as it is adorned with jewels and a cross.  
 

+++ 
 

Now the Green Blade Rises 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958 
Music: NOËL NOUVELET, French carol 
Test from Oxford Book of Carols, © Oxford University press 1928. All rights reserved. 
 
For the Beauty of the Earth 
Text:Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. 
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872 
 
The spoken portions of this liturgy are from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, from  
SundaysandSeasons.com.  Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 
by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS003405.   The 
hymns usage is covered under OneLicense #A-726897 
 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education 
of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. 
 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin 
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.


