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Worship while we are away.

In him we live and move 
and have our being 

Acts 17:28



SERVICE OF THE WORD 
While we are Away 

May 17, 2020 • Sixth Sunday of Easter 
The people respond with the words in bold type. 

 
PRELUDE: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                – arr Paul Manz 
 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING HYMN: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling – vs 1 and 2                 #631  

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation, 
enter ev'ry trembling heart. 

 
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 

into ev'ry troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit; 
let us find thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. . . . 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and 
on earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and 
give to all the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 



THE READINGS  AND THE GOSPEL 
First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know 
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown 
god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the 
world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 
 
A reading from Acts: 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how ex-
tremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and 
looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 
with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as un-
known, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything 
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by 
human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed any-
thing, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From 
one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the 
times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, 
27so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said,  

    ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands 
all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will 
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20 
 8Bless our God, you peoples; 
    let the sound of praise be heard. 
    9Our God has kept us among the living 
    and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
 10For you, O God, have tested us; 
    you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
    11You brought us into the net; 
    you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
 12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 
    but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
    13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
    and will pay you my vows— 
 14those that I promised with my lips 
    and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
    15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
    I will give you oxen and goats. 
 16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
    and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
    17I called out to God with my mouth, 
    and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
    the Lord would not have heard me; 
    19but in truth God has heard me 
    and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
    nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
Gospel: John 14:15-21 
In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obe-
dience to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them 
forever. 
 
The Holy Gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
    [Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my command-
ments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be 
with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you. 
    18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 



live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I 
in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love 
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them 
and reveal myself to them.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
THE REFLECTION:                                                                             Pastor Hugh 
 
SOLO: Morning Has Broken                – Eleanor Farjeon adapted by Cat Steven's 

Alex Cheyney, Solo 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you 
with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.

Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 
     Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
CLOSING HYMN: Jesus Loves Me! – vs 1 and 2                                            #595 

1 Jesus loves me! this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, 
they are weak, but he is strong. 

 
Refrain 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

 



2 Jesus loves me! he who died 
heaven's gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, 
let his little child come in.  Refrain 

 
 

POSTLUDE:  
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today – “Easter Hymn”   –  setting by Emma Lou Diemer 

 
GOD’S PEOPLE IN SERVICE TODAY 
 
Worship Leader: Rev. Hugh R. B. Haffenreffer                Music: Melissa Cheyney 
Soloist: Alex Cheyney                                                      Reader: Jerry Vaillancourt 
 
Thanks to the Communications Team (Sue Agne, Erica DeBlois, Kim Parsons and 
Debbie Viola) for all their hard work keeping us up and “communicating” the Gospel 
during this time away, especially Jerry Vaillancourt who produced this service. 
      
On the front cover: This photo of a female ruby throated hummingbird feeding on 
the nectar of an alpine geranium captures the sense of wonder and amazement that I 
feel when I contemplate the God in whom “we live and move and have our being.”   

Photo by Hugh Haffenreffer, Summer 2018. 
 

+++ 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887 
 
Jesus Loves Me! 
Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt. 
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 
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hymns usage is covered under OneLicense #A-726897 
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