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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HUGH 

My dear family in Christ, 

 

On Sunday, August 23, 1998, I officially “took office” as the eighth pastor of St. Paul’s Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church of Wethersfield.  I will never forget those early days.  My wife, Debora, was 
staying in Colorado at the time with her parents since we hadn’t yet closed on our home in Glas-
tonbury.  Members from my former church, Emanuel, Hartford, were letting me stay at their home 
until we were eventually able to move into our own.  And when we did, I will never forget those 
who helped with the move, especially Sallyann Wolf who applied her cleaning skills to the electric 
oven that came with our home.  (It was really filthy until she had her way with it.)   

 

On October 25, I was officially installed by the Dean of the Greater Hartford Conference, Pastor 
Paul Henry.  He reminded me that I would likely be receiving phone calls in the middle of the 
night, and that a pastor must always be ready to respond to a need, no matter what.  And he was, of 
course, right. 

 

For 21 years, 9 months and 15 days, I will have been your pastor.  I will have been so for 9-1/2 
years longer than the next longest serving pastor, my predecessor, Pastor Marcoux.  But it’s not 
the length of time that I will carry with me (although I didn’t have a grey, let alone a white hair on 
my head when I first arrived).  What I will treasure, what has always humbled me as your pastor, 
have been the relationships we have forged and the moments into which you have invited me.  As 
I have written and said before, I have had the privilege to be with you at some of the most signifi-
cant events of your lives.  I have held some of your babies shortly after they were born.  I have 
held some of your hands when loved ones breathed their last.  I have baptized a whole generation 
of children and young adults, and have buried more people than I want to remember.  I have con-
firmed 66 young people (and would have confirmed 69, were it not for the present pandemic), and 
officiated at the weddings of many dozens more.  We have had moments of celebration and suc-
cess, and times of loss and defeat.  (We even survived a tornado, although the old grand trees 
along Wolcott Hill Road didn’t fare all that well.) Now that I think about it, I have been with you 
for 1/3 of my entire life.   

 

It is, therefore, with a mix of great sadness and a sense of anxious anticipation, that I retire from 
the role as your pastor.  I will start a new chapter of my life just as you start a new one as well.  As 
I wrote last month, ending my ministry in the midst of a pandemic is not how I imagined it.  The 
idea of not being able to have face-to-face closure, especially after so many years together, is un-
thinkable.  Yet, it’s what it is.  A brilliant and influential theologian by the name of Reinhold Nie-
buhr wrote a prayer that has been shortened and popularized as, “God, grant me the serenity to ac-
cept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can, and wisdom to know the     
difference.”  I must find serenity in not only knowing there’s nothing we can do about the events 
around us, but, more importantly in knowing that God’s will is being done.   

Back in January, when I first announced my retirement, I shared how excited I was for the people 
of St. Paul’s.  With the commitment this congregation made to the Forward Leadership  program, 
you are on your way to not only discerning the future that God has instore for you, but also in dis-
covering the resources that will be needed to make that vision a reality.   

          Cont’d on the next page 
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR HUGH, cont’d 

If there is one thing, one “truth” that I would want to leave with you, it is the promise that if you 
are willing to follow where Christ is leading you, the future of this congregation will continue to 
remain bright.  Of course, the key is the willingness to follow.  Like anything this important, we 
must be willing to go all in.   

 

It has been my experience that God has often led me in directions that, had I known in advance 
where I was headed, I would have resisted whole heartedly.  But looking back at the way God has 
led me, in spite of myself, I am humbled and awed.  So, even though change and the unknown can 
make me very anxious, I am confident that our futures, yours and mine, will be filled with won-
derful discoveries, and opportunities, beyond our present ability to imagine, to do important work 
in the name of Jesus. 

 

And so, I thank you.  Thank you for letting me into your lives.  Thank you for your love, your 
prayers, your guidance, your patience, and the faith that you so freely shared.  I will never forget 
this important (and lengthy) chapter in my life, a chapter that you made possible.   

 

Although I will no longer be your pastor after June 7, you will remain in my heart for the rest of 
my life. And while I won’t be able to pop in periodically just to say “hi”, or be able to accept invi-
tations to celebrations or events, at least not for several years, I will pray for you as you discern 
the future God does have instore for you and as you search for the right leader to  help guide you 
along the way.  Whoever she or he may be, all I can say, without any hesitation, is that they will 
be very blessed to have you. 

 

God’s love and peace be with you all, 

Your brother in Christ,  

Pastor Hugh 
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And now it’s time to say goodbye to a pastor, a friend, a brother… 

This is possibly the toughest article I have had to write for the Epistle.  What do you say to 

someone who: 

Has been your pastor for over 21 years?   

Has seen you at some of your best times but also some of your worst? 

Has given you inspiration to get through the week by reminding you about the love and 

grace of God? 

Pastor Hugh – I was on the Call Committee when you were called to lead our St. Paul’s 

family.  I was also on the Congregation Council when you joined our family.  A lot of things 

have happened since then.  A lot of people have passed through the doors of St. Paul’s over 

the last two decades… many because of you and your commitment to our ministries. 

Locard’s Exchange Principle is a key concept in forensic science.  In a nutshell, it states 

that whenever someone enters or exits a place, something physical is added to and re-

moved from the area.  I like to think that this is true of relationships as well.  Every person 

we encounter throughout our lives leaves us changed in some way. 

I can honestly say that this has been true over the past 21+ years, Pastor.  You have made 

an impact on my life and I think I can say the same for everyone here at St. Paul’s.   

On behalf of all the members of your St. Paul’s family, I want to thank you for being part 

of our lives and making them richer through your ministry while helping us to do the same 

for others in the community. 

 

May the Lord bless you and keep you; 

May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

May the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 

Our paths will cross again but until then, we wish you and Debbie all the best as you begin 

the next chapter of your lives and your ministry. 

 

-Lynne Matteson 
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PASTOR HUGH’S LAST SUNDAY WITH US 

JUNE 7TH 

11:00 AM 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR ONLINE ZOOM COFFEE HOUR                                       
FOLLOWING OUR 9:30 AM ONLINE SERVICE 

 

JOIN US TO WISH PASTOR HUGH A HAPPY RETIREMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Topic: Virtual Coffee Hour for Pastor Hugh 

Time: Jun 7, 2020 11:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777314921?pwd=cjRqR3ZScGk1M2NtZm9CVXFNeEhjZz09 

Meeting ID: 837 7731 4921 

Password: 574789 

One tap mobile 

+19292056099,,83777314921#,,1#,574789# US (New York) 

+13017158592,,83777314921#,,1#,574789# US (Germantown) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

Meeting ID: 837 7731 4921 

Password: 574789 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/k6wq2LJzV 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83777314921?pwd=cjRqR3ZScGk1M2NtZm9CVXFNeEhjZz09
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WHAT’S NEXT FOR ST. PAUL’S?? 
As you are all aware, Pastor Hugh’s last Sunday with us will be June 7th.  If you read the Cove-

nant for Retiring Pastors and the Covenant for Congregations included in this newsletter, you 

saw that once pastors leave a congregation, they are not typically allowed to return unless in-

vited and, even then, it is supposed to be at least a year after his/her leaving.  When, and if, 

such an invitation is extended, it is generally for a church celebration event, not to perform 

“pastoral acts” such as baptisms, weddings, funerals, or (unfortunately) confirmations.  This 

may seem harsh but as it has been explained to me and the Council, the reason for this is to 

allow the congregation to bond with their new pastor. 

Now, with all that being said, this time of COVID is not a typical time.  I have been assured 

that, when it is safe for us to do so, we will be able to invite Pastor Hugh back to celebrate his 

ministry, especially the last almost 22 years!  In the meantime, I hope you will join us for a Vir-
tual Coffee Hour via Zoom on June 7th at 11:00 am!!  (Watch for details and instructions for 

calling or logging in.) 

St. Paul’s is in unfamiliar territory right now, much like the disciples as Pastor described in his 

sermon last Sunday.  We are caught between what was (all our traditions of the past) and 

what will be.  We’re no longer where we used to be but we’re not where we’re going yet.   

This is a time for us to be creative and to reframe the way St. Paul’s “does” church.  This 

might sound scary but it’s important that we take an introspective look at ourselves to ascer-

tain what we do well and what we want to do better.  This is necessary if we are going to con-

tinue to be relevant in our community. 

It is natural to ask who will take over when Pastor Hugh leaves.  My knee-jerk reaction is WE 

DO!  Much as Jesus’ disciples took over spreading the Good News after he ascended to heav-

en and the Holy Spirit poured down on them on Pentecost, it is our job as the risen Body of 

Christ on earth to continue to spread the Gospel. 

A song I have heard frequently as of late goes:  

 

“I am the Church. 

You are the Church. 

We are the Church together! 

All who follow Jesus, 

all around the world, 

yes, we’re the Church together!” 

This has been true since Jesus commissioned his disciples to “go forth and make disciples of all 

nations” and it is true here at St. Paul’s today. 

As for leading us in worship, we will be utilizing supply pastors and some of our own familiar 

faces (Patty; Bill, Jr.; Jerry V) for much of the summer.  You may recall Pastor Mark Nordskog 

who filled in last fall when Pastor Hugh was ill… he will be covering at least three Sundays in 

the summer (June 14, June 28, and July 12).  Bishop Hazelwood is putting together another 

service that will be available for us on June 21st.  I am working on identifying other pastors to 

fill in as we have a need. 
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When can we… ?? 
 

It’s the question asked most frequently these days… 
when can we (fill in the blank) again???   

 

In our case:  

 

When can our Council and various committees meet again?   

When can we serve food to our neighbors through Zach’s Table??? 

When can we gather for worship again????? 

 

It’s a hard question to answer.  Much of our congregation is in a group that meets 
the definition of “high risk” (those over 65).  How can we worship and be mindful of 
social distancing?  How can we enter and exit the building being mindful of social 
distancing?  What is worship going to look like?  Will we be able to sing?  To cele-
brate communion?  To share the peace? 

 

These are only some of the questions that we need to consider in determining when 
it will be safe for us to open the doors of St. Paul’s. 

 

We are looking for people who are willing to look at these questions (and more) to 
help us develop a Re-Opening Plan - a strategy if you will.  If you are interested in 
being part of this, please contact Lynne Matteson (860-529-3603, LPM18@att.net) 
or Dick Agne (860-563-0776, agne23@yahoo.com). 

 

 

Beginning in August, Pastor Maria Hammons will join us as an “Intentional Interim” pastor to 

help us work through some of the discernment process we need to complete in order to get 

into the call process.  Pastor Maria is specially trained to lead congregations in times of transi-

tion.  She is also very well versed in Forward Leadership so she will help us to Find Our WHY.   

 

Watch for more information in the coming weeks but as we are in this “in-between” time, re-

member we are all on a Faith Journey.  We trust in God that he has a plan for us.  WE GOT 

THIS! 

 

This has been true since Jesus commissioned his disciples to “go forth and make disciples of all 

nations” and it is true here at St. Paul’s today. 

 

        Lynne 



JUNE GOSPEL READINGS 
 

JUNE 7th:  Matthew 28: 16-20 

 HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 

 

JUNE 14th:  Matthew 9: 9-23 

 

JUNE 21st:  Matthew 10: 24-39      

  

JUNE 28th:  Matthew 10: 40-42 
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
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We Mourn the Loss of Four Members of our St. Paul’s Family 
 

We were saddened during the month of May to have lost four of our dear members.  
Each of them had an impact on our faith community whether they were part of us 
for many years or fairly new to our church family.  To give us an opportunity to      
remember them all, we are planning a Memorial Evening via Zoom.  Join us on               
Thursday, June 4th at 7:00.    (Zoom links are on the next page)                                    

Dave Bayek Betty Lamo 

Beverly Leigey Karen Muir 
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ZOOM LINK FOR OUR MEMORIAL EVENING: 
Topic: St. Paul's Zoom Memorial for Dave, Karen, Betty, and Beverly 

Time: Jun 4, 2020 07:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84733587135?pwd=emZsTnpDbmk3OWJXc3ppQjhMZXYwdz09 

Meeting ID: 847 3358 7135 

Password: 212708 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,84733587135#,,1#,212708# US (Germantown) 

+13126266799,,84733587135#,,1#,212708# US (Chicago) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 847 3358 7135 

Password: 212708 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcdm2U1dtf 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84733587135?pwd=emZsTnpDbmk3OWJXc3ppQjhMZXYwdz09
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
JUNE 14, 2020 7:00 PM 

 

At the Annual Meeting of St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church on January 19, 2020, the 
congregation discussed the condition of the floor tiles in the sanctuary.  Many of 
the tiles are pulling up.   

 

Following that meeting, research was done and a proposal was obtained for per-
forming this renovation.  The quote, for $17,200, included removal of the pews and 
carpeting on the main floor of the sanctuary, installation of a new “floating floor” 
and new carpeting, and replacing the pews.   

 

Because the cost for this work exceeds $5,000, we need to have a special meeting 
of the congregation to get approval for the expenditure.   

 

At the May 26, 2020 meeting of the Congregation Council, a motion was passed to 
have this work completed before we resume “in-person” worship.  Although we 
don’t know exactly when that will be, the Council feels it is prudent to schedule the 
work as soon as possible.  The motion, as it was passed reads: 

 

“To approve spending in excess of $5,000.00 to repair and replace 
tiles and carpeting in the nave; to complete the work before reo-
pening the sanctuary to full worship; and to conduct an online con-
gregational meeting to vote on the proposal in accordance with the 
congregation’s constitution and bylaws.” 

 

Karen Muir’s father has donated $9,000 to help defray the cost of the floor and 
thanks to the generosity of Lois Woy, we have the funds to cover the remainder of 
the cost. 

 

In this time of social distancing, we will need to have the meeting virtually 
(remotely).  This is allowed in the State of Connecticut as long as everyone in at-
tendance can hear and be heard (can speak) during the meeting.  It is allowed by 
our Congregational Constitution because it is not expressly prohibited. 

 

With all this in mind, we will have a Special Meeting of the Congregation via Zoom 
on Sunday, June 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  The details for calling or logging in to the 
meeting will be provided the week prior to the meeting.  The meeting will be rec-
orded. 

 

Please plan on attending as we need to have a minimum of 25 voting members in or-
der to have a quorum. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
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DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES                                                        
FOR THE SUMMER 
(JULY/AUGUST)              

EPISTLE                                                                  
are due by JUNE 17TH.  

Please send them to me at:                     

susanagne@yahoo.com 

Thank you! 

 

THURSDAY MORNING GROUP 
We are all very anxious to resume our gatherings on Thursdays.  We continue to be 
very busy while we are at home! 

 

 

COPIES ARE AVAILABLE 
 

A CD or DVD copy of our online     
Sunday service can be made available 
to you or to someone you may know 
that would like one.  Please call Alex 
Cheyney or Jerry Vaillancourt to re-
quest a copy. 

 

 

Online Sunday School for families  can be found using the following link.   

      https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/  

https://www.wearesparkhouse.org/promos/family-sunday-school/
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A huge thank you to Robert and Gail Muir, parents of Karen, who have generously 
given a donation in her memory towards the installation of a new floor in the                    
sanctuary. 

 

In addition, Lois Woy named St. Paul's as a beneficiary on a life insurance policy. 
We recently received a generous donation in Lois’ memory from Nationwide Insur-
ance. 

 

 

Song of Solomon 2:12: 

 

The flowers 
appear on 
the earth; the 
time of the 
singing of 
birds is 
come.” 
(Thank you, Lynne, for 
sending us this picture) 
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As mentioned in the May Epistle, my mom celebrated her 95th birthday earlier 
this month at Middlewoods.  She was treated to takeout food and had window 
visits from family and the Ruppars!  She also received many cards and well wish-
es. 

 

She is safe, enjoying a new bird feeder outside her window, and reminded me at 
the beginning of this pandemic that 'things always get better'. 

Lisa (Lostocco) Musco 

 

Kids are Funny 

             While sharing Bible stories with my Sunday School class, I read,  

"The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee from the city, but his 
wife looked back and was turned to salt." A student raised his hand and asked, 
"what happened to the flea?"  

 

 

 

Thanks, Jackie, for sending this in for us-anyone else have some funnies to send 
along for our next edition?? 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
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St. Paul’s Food Pantry Needs   
for June 

 
DURING THIS TIME WHEN WE ARE 
APART, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO      
DONATE OR HELP AT THE FOOD               
PANTRY, PLEASE CALL JERRY ON HIS 
CELL PHONE (860) 916-2572  BEFORE 
GOING TO THE CHURCH.  WE HAVE 
STRICT STANDARDS IN PLACE TO 
KEEP EVERYONE SAFE WHEN USING 
THE PANTRY.  THANK YOU! 

 

This month, our pantry could use                 
donations of the following items: 

 

  Mac and Cheese 

  Coffee 

  Chicken Soup 

   

   

Our pantry is seeing increasing numbers 
of people each week during this pandemic.  
If you prefer to make a monetary dona-
tion, please speak with Jerry and he will 
do the shopping! If any frozen items are 
donated, please label them and let Jerry 
know where they have been placed in the 
freezer. 

 

Thank 
you! 

 

 

  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO GET  
YOUR OFFERING                                
TO ST. PAUL’S                                        

DURING THIS TIME                          
WHEN WE ARE APART 

Offering envelopes can be mailed, 
dropped in the church mailbox or              
payments can be made online at our 
website.  We appreciate everyone 
keeping up to date to support our             
ministries at St. Paul’s. Thank you!   

 

              

 

On Line Giving 

St Paul's now offers you the opportunity to 
give online. Go to our website:                          

stpaulswethersfield.org 

Please contact Debbie Viola or Erica DeBlois 
with any questions. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
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FORWARD LEADERSHIP UPDATE 
 

The Forward Leadership and Accountability teams have hosted two Zoom       
forums as we work to “FIND OUR WHY”- steps on our journey to identify why 
we do what we do and how we can use our discoveries to create our mission and 
our ministries here at St. Paul’s. 

 

During the first forum, “Discovering Our Why”, we looked at the things we do 
here at St. Paul’s-we know what we do, we know how we do it and now we want to 
know WHY we do what we do.  At this forum, the following thoughts were                   
expressed: 

• We are God’s representative of what He would like us to do and to be there 
for others 

• We are open for anyone who wants to come through our doors-not just peo-
ple like us but everyone 

• We are a part of a larger, authentic group 

• Attending service on a Sunday “recharges our batteries” and is a reminder 
of what we are to do-it serves as the reinforcement of our spiritual life to 
think outside of ourselves 

• Church and the Word always have a valuable lesson if we take the time to           
listen-we have to think about what we are given and then go out and share 
with others 

WHY ARE WE A CHURCH?  The church reinforces our spiritual life,      
accepting everyone without reservation, as we work to help others as God 
has asked us to do. 

At our second forum, “Listening to the Bible”, members shared Bible verses or 
Bible stories that can help us to see the life of our congregation in scripture. 

We listened to the Word in the following: 

Romans 12: 1-13     Romans 10: 12&13 

1st Corinthians 12: 12-19    1st Corinthians 12: 1, 4-7 

1st Corinthians 13     John 6:1-15 

Luke 10:25-37     Colossians 3:12-17 

Jeremiah 29:11     1st Samuel Chapter 3 

2nd Corinthians 3:5 

We encourage you to take some time to read these passages.  Perhaps you can 
add to our list if there are others that speak to you about St. Paul’s. 

                         Cont’d on the next page 
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FORWARD LEADERSHIP UPDATE, Cont’d 

 

How does the Bible Speak to Us? 

• We are called to love one another, to serve one another and to do so with joy, 
using the gifts that we have been given. 

• We acknowledge that God has a plan for us and He will guide us. 

• As individuals and a church we hope to show compassion, kindness, forgiveness,       
patience and love. 

• May we open ourselves to the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

We pray for guidance as we look forward to St. Paul’s newest chapter in its life of 
service. 

  

UPCOMING FORWARD LEADERSHIP FORUMS: 
 

June 14th – 11:00 AM 

Forum #3 – Understanding Our History 

June 28th  - 11:00 AM 

Forum #4 – Finding Our Why (Part 2) & Using it to 
Discern Our Mission 

 

Zoom directions and links will be sent as the dates get closer 

THINK FORWARD     
 

FACE FORWARD      
 

MOVE FORWAR D 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fimage%2Fcache%2Fdata%2Fproducts%2Fmark_10_27--white-800x800.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdivinewalls.com%2Fmark-10-27&docid=7xaSpXlGcgx3-M&tbnid=YoqD2dAoy6v70M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiqk6yEr9bdA
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CAN YOU TELL YOUR STORY? 
A few of us on Forward Leadership and the Accountability Team have told our faith 
stories.  We are hoping, that as part of the Forward Leadership journey,  other 
members of the congregation will also share theirs. We would like to  publish one 
story each month in the Epistle.  Please speak with a member of the Forward or Ac-
countability Team if you would like to be part of this opportunity.    Thank you!! 

My ‘Why‘ for Going to St. Paul’s 

I grew up a devout Catholic in a large French family. We attended church regularly, 
and prayer was a family tradition, maybe not daily, but certainly during religious holy 

days. 

During Lent we all knelt as we said the rosary.  

Fast forward to adulthood. After a divorce and meeting who was to 
be my second husband, Dick Kratzer, we got engaged. He was a devout 
Protestant, having been brought up a Methodist. We decided that we 
would look for a church that would fulfill my religious needs.  

Several churches into our search we came upon St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church. It satisfied my need for familiar Liturgy, the Sacraments of 
Baptism and Holy Communion, traditional church music, Sunday School 

and Confirmation for my daughter, Toni Ann, from my first marriage. I wanted con-
tinuing religious education for her. 

Most of all, besides those things offered that made me feel comfortable, I found 
the most welcoming, sincere, warm group of Christians anywhere. People make a 
church! So 40 years later I am still here and pray another 40 will find this Church 
still around serving and ministering to people.  

 

I am religious and faithful. I am a sinner too and I need to visit with God and prayer 
in my life. I need to serve my fellow parishioners and Community. I need to nurture 
my friendships with God and those people at church. Music is a God given gift and I 
need to nurture that also. By the grace of God, I would be an empty shell If I didn’t 
have a Church.  

Oh, I have a great family and good friends, but, God is the One who brought me 
here and He is the one I want to spend my time with In eternity!  

Joan Kratzer 



AS SEEN RECENTLY AT ST. PAUL’S 

JUNE 2020 

A message found hanging on the church door: 

It was lovely to see the church again.  I was in 
town over the weekend and stopped by on Sun-
day.  Please know how much I miss you all. 

Emily Lourigan 

Pray for Peace 

 

We miss you too, Emily!! 

Thanks Patty and Russ 
for your work on the 
windows and the signs 
in the front of the 
church.  What great 
messages for our  
community to see as 
they drive by each 
day! 
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Hi everyone!!   

 

I know it’s been a long time since I sent the email about the quilting project.  I 

apologize for not getting these directions out sooner.  Here they are!   

 

There are a few rules: 

 

Be creative – use lots of colors! 

You can make as many blocks as you would like.  The more blocks we get 

back, the bigger the quilt.   

Please use 100% cotton fabric.  It doesn’t take much. 

4 colors:  

A light background color (need a piece 5” x 7”) 

A dark color for the roof (5” x 5”) 

For the house (5” x 6”) 

For the heart (3” x 8”) 

If you need fabric, let me know!  I’ve got lots in my stash. 

Please send the completed blocks to me at 26 Morrison Avenue, Weth-

ersfield, CT 06109 by July 1st.  If you are sending them by mail, please 

put them in a plastic bag inside the envelope to help protect them from 

damage. 

Once I get the blocks, I will put them together into a quilt that will be dis-

played at the church. 

If you have any questions, call or email me (860-529-3603 or 

LPM18@att.net). 

HAVE FUN!! 
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8″ Heart & Home Block Cutting 

 
From the background fabric, cut: 
A – (1) 5″ x 5″ 
H – (2) 1 1/2″ x 4 1/2″ 

From the roof fabric, cut:  
B – (1) 5″ x 5″ 

From the house fabric, cut: 
D – (1) 3″ x 3″ 
F – (4) 1 1/4″ x 1 1/4″ 
G – (2) 1 1/2″ x 4 1/2″ 

From the heart fabric, cut: 
C – (1) 3″ x 3″ 
E – (2) 2 1/2″ x 2 1/2″ 

 

Roof Unit 

Mark the wrong side of the A piece in half diagonally once. Lay marked square right sides togeth-
er with a B piece. Sew 1/4″ to each side of the marked line. Cut apart on the marked line, and press 
to make 2 Half Square Triangles. 

 

 

 

Trim the Half Square Triangles to 4 1/2″ square.  Sew the trimmed Half Square Triangles together 
to form the Roof unit, as shown below. 

 

 

Heart Bottom Unit 

Mark the wrong side of the D piece in half diagonally once. Lay marked square right sides togeth-
er with a C piece. Sew 1/4″ to each side of the marked line. Cut apart on the marked line, and press 
to make 2 Half Square Triangles. 
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Trim the Half Square Triangles to 2 1/2″ square.  Sew the trimmed Half Square Triangles to-
gether to form the Heart Bottom unit, as shown below.  

 

 
 

The unit measures 4 1/2″ x 2 1/2″ unfinished. 

Heart Top Unit 

Mark the wrong side of the F pieces in half diagonally once. Lay marked square right sides to-
gether with an E piece on the corner. Sew on the marked line and trim a 1/4″ seam allowance. 
Repeat on the opposite corner with another marked square, as shown below. Repeat to make 2 
Corner Flip units. 

  

 

Sew both of the Corner Flip units together to make a Heart Top unit. 

 

 

 

The unit measures 4 1/2″ x 2 1/2″ unfinished. 

 

Sew the Heart Top unit and the Heart Bottom unit together to make a Heart unit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The unit measures 4 1/2″ square. 

 

http://www.aqsblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/07-hh-corner-flips.jpg
http://www.aqsblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/08-heart-top-unit.jpg
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House Unit 

Sew together an H piece and a G piece on the long side. Repeat to make 2 Rail units. 

 

 

 

The unit measures 2 1/2″ x 4 1/2″ unfinished. 

 

Sew the Rail units to both sides of the Heart Unit, as shown below, to make a House Unit. 

 

 

 
The unit measures 8 1/2″ x 4 1/2″ unfinished. 
 
Heart & Home Block Assembly 

 

Sew together the Roof Unit and the House Unit, as shown below, to make a Heart & Home 
block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The block measures 8 1/2″ x 8 1/2″ unfinished. 

 

http://www.aqsblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/10-hh-rails.jpg
http://www.aqsblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/11-hh-half-home-unit.jpg
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Are you doing more cooking or baking while at home right now?  
Please send in a recipe-perhaps something new you have tried 

or an old family favorite you have rediscovered! 

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

Apple Pecan Galette 

 
1 sheet of puff pastry (thawed) 

2 apples (peeled and thinly sliced) 

1/3 cup chopped pecans or walnuts 

2 TBSP melted butter (unsalted) 

1 TBSP lemon juice 

2 TBSP brown sugar 

1/2 tsp cinnamon 

1 egg 

1 tsp granulated sugar 

Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees 

2. Line baking sheet with parchment paper 

3. Place puff pastry onto baking sheet 

4. In a bowl, stir together apples, chopped nuts, melted butter, lemon juice, brown 
sugar,and cinnamon 

5. Place filling in center of puff pastry 

6. Fold borders overlapping each other to partially cover filling (Secure pastry 
with toothpicks before baking if needed) 

7. Brush with beaten egg and sprinkle with 1 tsp of granulated sugar 

8. Bake for 25-30 minutes 

 

Delicious served warm with vanilla ice cream! 



DID YOU KNOW? 
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Here, each month, we will take a peek at how some things get done 
here at St. Paul’s-we all notice these things but have you ever                 
wondered how they happen each week or each month-Now you will 
know!  If you have seen a worker bee in our midst, please let me know 
so we can feature that person or group here! 

This month we highlight Jerry Vaillancourt.  Jerry serves as secre-
tary of the Church Council and is a member of the Accountability 
team, the Worship and  Music Committee and the Communications 
team.  Jerry is also in our church choir and serves as an Assistant 
Minister and is one of our members who preaches at our Service of 
the Word when Pastor is not here. Jerry was part of the team that 
taught our confirmands this past year.  During this time of social         
distancing, Jerry has been putting his expertise in broadcasting to 
great use for our benefit. Each week, Jerry has been putting in many 
hours to piece together all of the parts of our online service including 
the graphics and photos.  He then uploads the service onto Facebook 
and YouTube for all of us to see.                                        
 

THANK YOU, JERRY, FOR ALL YOU DO! 
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