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A MESSAGE FROM LYNNE MATTESON
In Ecclesiastes 3, we are told that “for everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven”. There is a time to be born, and a time
to die… a time to break down and a time to build up… a time to weep and a
time to dance… and, as we have clearly experienced these last several
months, a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing.
St. Paul’s, like all churches (and each of us individually) in this time of pandemic, is experiencing changes. It is likely that no church will ever go back to
what we are accustomed to - the “January church”, as Bishop Hazelwood has
dubbed it. Thanks to COVID-19, we are all experiencing a “new normal” and I
don’t think we’ve figured out just what that is yet.
We here at St. Paul’s are looking for our new normal… that’s what we set out
to do when we joined the Forward Leadership program through the Synod.
When we started on this path, we had no idea that while trying to discern our
“WHY”, we would also be getting ready to look for a new pastor.
Early in 2020 we learned that Pastor Hugh would be retiring and the importance of finding our “WHY” took on a new meaning. Now we need to go
through this process of discernment in order to move forward, in order to generate our “Ministry Site Profile”, our résumé if you will, so that the good folks
at the New England Synod can help steer us in the direction of a pastor that
they feel will be a good match for us.
Beginning in the middle of August, Pastor Maria Hammons will be joining us as
our Intentional Interim Pastor on a Half-time basis, at least for now. Depending on a church’s situation, the Intentional Interim Pastor may take different
roles. In our case, Pastor Maria will be helping us work through the process of
discerning our “WHY” and figuring out what St. Paul’s’ mission is… what drives
us? She will be asking a lot of the same questions we started to address
through Forward Leadership and continuing the conversations that we touched
upon.
Cont’d on next page
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A MESSAGE FROM LYNNE MATTESON, Cont’d
I think you’re going to like Pastor Maria. You can read a little about her in this
month’s Epistle.
In addition to the changes happening while we get ready to call a new pastor,
we also have to think a lot about how we are going to be able to worship
together. We haven’t met in our sanctuary since early March. We’ve gathered
regularly via YouTube, FaceBook, and Zoom. We will continue to do so until
such time that it is safe for us to gather.
A re-opening committee has been formed to work through the various concerns: how many people can we accommodate while being socially distant?
Will we be able to sing? What about communion? How can we safely enter
and exit the building while being respectful of other people’s space? What if I
don’t feel comfortable going to church? Will there still be an on-line presence?
This is an important process and it will be an exciting time in the life of St.
Paul’s! I hope that each of you will join in the conversations so we can figure
out how to safely gather our church family together and make sure we get the
best pastor we can for St. Paul’s.
Lynne

Lynne

for all you have done for all of us
here at St. Paul’s
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From the Pastor
Everything you might have wanted to know
about the new Interim Pastor - but were
afraid to ask…”


I was born in Brooklyn, New York, the oldest of three children in an Italian-American family.
Although we moved to the Annapolis, Maryland area, I spent summers in Brooklyn with my
grandparents until I was 14 and am a New York city girl at heart (so yes, I am a Yankees fan!)



Living in Brooklyn was a wonderful experience - being in an area with so many different ethnic neighborhoods and heritages – all of which blended at the corners of the adjoining neighborhoods. (Remind me to tell you about how I thought that bagels & matzo balls were Italian…)



Living on the East Coast most of my life, I love the water – boating, swimming, or just relaxing with a good book at the beach... I am most at peace when I am near the water.



Sadly, my parents divorced when I was a teenager so my family has been scattered ever since.
We are currently spread coast to coast. I miss them all.



I worked my way through college while I studied Political Science and Psychology. My
first professional position was as a Legislative Staffer at the Maryland Senate. I left the
Senate for a position at the National Security Agency (NSA), where I spent 18 years. One
of the things I enjoyed most at NSA was helping organizations work through transition and
develop a vision for the future. (As far as what else I did at NSA, let me say, don’t believe
everything you see on TV!)



I met my husband Danny at the Agency. He became my best friend, and still is. I was
blessed with an “instant family” as Danny’s son, Eric, and daughter, Anissa, moved in with
us. While this was obviously an adjustment, it was also an opportunity to form a new
family and it took all of us to make that happen. Eric and Anissa are both grown now with
children of their own.



Our other family member is a very high energy, high maintenance, very loving rescue pup
named Riley who licked his way into our hearts. You’ll meet him (and Danny, too) sometime soon.

CONT’D ON THE NEXT PAGE
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FROM THE PASTOR, CONT’D


Danny and I have been blessed to travel extensively and have lived overseas twice. We first
lived, for three years, in the Middle East (Jordan) where we were able to make many trips to
Jerusalem. Later we lived, for four years, in the city of Harrogate, England. These experiences significantly broadened my worldview and created a passion in me for traveling and getting to know people from all kinds of backgrounds and cultures – their joys and their struggles.



I love music- everything from classical to jazz to rock and can’t wait to make a joyful noise
with you as we worship together (though, sadly, a pleasant singing voice is not one of my
gifts). I also love to read - mysteries are my favorite pleasure reading. As far as sports go, I
love baseball and - while I’m a Yankees fan - I still hope for a chance to go to Fenway to see
the “green monster”.



Given I mentioned my family is Italian you may have guessed that I am not a “cradle Lutheran”. I was raised Catholic, but left the church when I was 19 for a variety of reasons both personal and theological. I was away from any church for quite a while, but then felt
God calling me back.



Before moving to New England, Danny and I served as co-pastors of a large urban congregation in Baltimore. We were there for eight years and still miss our Baltimore church family.
However, God was calling us to new ministries – so we moved to Connecticut in 2014, and
Danny began his call as Lead Pastor at St. Luke Lutheran in Gales Ferry. Soon I was called
as the Intentional Interim Pastor at Bethany Lutheran Church in Cranston, where I walked
with a wonderful congregation as they faithfully and courageously made some very tough
decisions about their building and their future ministry. Those decisions led to a merger with
the people of St. Paul Lutheran in Warwick. Together they called their new Pastor and the
Spirit has been doing amazing through this faith community. I next served as the Intentional
Interim Pastor of Emanuel Lutheran Church, Hartford, and then Emanuel Lutheran Church in
Manchester. Both Emanuel congregations were in transition after the retirement of their senior pastors of 25 and 12 years, respectively. Together we discerned where God was calling
them for the next stage of their journey. They have both called their new Pastors and are
excitedly moving forward into their future missions. I have served as a Transition Pastoral
Consultant to two congregations who were discerning their sustainability, and am also a Forward 2.0 Coach/Consultant (something you’ll hear more about when you complete your Forward Leadership program)
I am currently serving as the Intentional Interim Pastor for Pilgrim Lutheran Church in Warwick, Rhode Island – and will continue to serve them half-time, at the same time as I serve
as your Intentional Interim Pastor half-time.
CONT’D ON THE NEXT PAGE
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FROM THE PASTOR, CONT’D
Friends in Christ, together we will be taking a faith journey - a journey which will call us to look
at time-honored traditions and to explore new ideas in transition. We will need to have open
minds and hearts, to be flexible and willing to adapt, to be creative and try new things. God will
lead us to places where we will be challenged, even as we grow in faith, hope and love – for our
God and for one another.
I feel blessed that you have invited me to accompany you on this journey! I am honored to serve
alongside you as people of faith and partners in ministry... trusting in God to guide us!
With prayers for the journey!

I know not the way God
leads me, but well do I
know my Guide.
Martin Luther

Beginning August 17th:
Pastor Maria Hammons
Office: 860-529-5397
Email: PastorMaria@st.paulswethersfield.org
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JULY and AUGUST GOSPEL READINGS
JULY 5TH:
Matthew 11:
JULY 12TH:
Matthew 13:
JULY 19TH:
Matthew 13:
JULY 26TH:
Matthew 13:
AUGUST 2ND:
Matthew 14:
AUGUST 9TH:
Matthew 14:
AUGUST 16TH:
Matthew 15:
AUGUST 23RD:
Matthew 16:
AUGUST 30TH:
Matthew 16:

16-19, 25-30
1-9, 18-23
24-30, 36-43
31-33, 44-52
13-21
22-23
10-28
13-20
21-28

BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH
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DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES
FOR THE SEPTEMBER
EPISTLE
are due by AUGUST 16TH.
Please send them to me at:
susanagne@yahoo.com
Thank you!

COPIES ARE AVAILABLE
A CD or DVD copy of our online
Sunday service can be made available
to you or to someone you may know
that would like one. Please call Alex
Cheyney or Jerry Vaillancourt to request a copy.

THURSDAY MORNING GROUP
We are all very anxious to resume our gatherings on Thursdays. While away, Carole
Hughes has been laminating flowers to make cards.

FROM THE COMMUNICATIONS TEAM
Just a reminder that you can access past online services on our website at:
stpaulswethersfield.org
Erica has created a new Online Worship tab with links to services that have been on
our Face Book page (St. Paul’s Lutheran Wethersfield) and our YouTube channel (St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church Wethersfield)
There also is an opportunity to donate online where you can send in your weekly
offerings.
The Communications team is always working to update our website. If you have any
suggestions on things you would like to see there, please call one of us! We also
invite you to join this exciting committee with your new ideas to stay in contact with
all our members beyond our many email communications.
Sue, Erica, Kim, Jerry and Deb
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This summer, we are fortunate to have Pastor Mark Nordskog with us for two
Sundays a month. Each week when he is here, Pastor Mark will have a special
childrens’ message. These messages will be found on our You Tube channel on Sunday mornings. They can also be found on our website, stpaulswethersfield.org,
under the online worship tab. Thank you Pastor Mark for these messages!

To Our St, Paul's Family:
We participated in the "Zoom Coffee Hour" on June 7th. It was a blessing
to see familiar faces and hear their voices, after many years. However,
those of you participating, could not see us or hear us speak. We were
disappointed, We are new to this "Zoom" technology and our minds are
slower. We praise God for a new way to communicate!
Many many thanks to all St. Paul's staff and team for setting up Sunday
Worship and Zoom on the internet. We were able to be present at Pastor
Hugh's last church service and watch him open his gifts.
Love y'all!.
Peace be with you,
Sallyann & Penrose Wolf
(Sallyann and Penrose have also joined us on What’s Up
Wednesday!)
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St. Paul’s Food Pantry Needs
for the Summer
DURING THIS TIME WHEN WE ARE
APART, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
DONATE OR HELP AT THE FOOD
PANTRY, PLEASE CALL JERRY HANSEN
ON HIS CELL PHONE (860) 916-2572
BEFORE GOING TO THE CHURCH. WE
HAVE STRICT STANDARDS IN PLACE
TO KEEP EVERYONE SAFE WHEN
USING THE PANTRY. THANK YOU!
Our pantry is seeing increasing numbers
of people each week during this pandemic.
If you prefer to make a monetary donation, please speak with Jerry and he will
do the shopping! If any frozen items are
donated, please label them and let Jerry
know where they have been placed in the
freezer.
This month, our pantry could use
donations of:

PLEASE REMEMBER TO GET
YOUR OFFERING
TO ST. PAUL’S
DURING THIS TIME
WHEN WE ARE APART
Offering envelopes can be mailed,
dropped in the church mailbox or
payments can be made online at our
website. We appreciate everyone
keeping up to date to support our
ministries at St. Paul’s. Thank you!

COFFEE
***********************
A VERY HEARTFELT THANK YOU TO
JERRY, JUDY, ELLEN, WALTER AND
RUSS FOR ALL YOU DO TO HELP
THOSE IN NEED EACH WEEK.

On Line Giving
St Paul's now offers you the opportunity to
give online. Go to our website:
stpaulswethersfield.org
Please contact Debbie Viola or Erica DeBlois
with any questions.
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SATURDAY, JULY 11TH
5:00 PM
IN OUR CHURCH PARKING LOT WITH
PROPER SOCIAL DISTANCING
“BYOE”
BRING YOUR OWN EVERYTHINGCHAIRS AND FOOD!
We will provide makings for Smores and a
fire pit for roasting them
(In case of rain,
the picnic will be cancelled)
“Reservations” are encouraged but not
required-please contact Deb Viola or
Lynne Matteson
*******************************************
NEXT PICNIC –SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD-12:00
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
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Join us each Wednesday for fellowship via Zoom during this time when
we cannot meet at church. The virtual gathering begins at 7:00 each
week. This link to join in is below:
Topic: It's Wednesday! What's Up?
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88465534632?pwd=U1N2YWI4bmhmWjV6TlI5RGVMZ1RoZz09
Meeting ID: 884 6553 4632
Password: 474089
One tap mobile
+13017158592,,88465534632#,,1#,474089# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,88465534632#,,1#,474089# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 884 6553 4632
Password: 474089
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdLozeIHUY
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RE-OPENING COMMITTEE REPORT

Re-Opening Committee Meeting – June 15, 2020 Meeting
Committee Members:
Missy Cheyney, Larry and Joy Hansen, Jerry Hansen, Debbie Howe, Doreen
Matteson, Lynne Matteson, Adam and Teresa Munger, Dick and Sue Agne, (Michelle
Byrd has joined the committee since that meeting)
• The group met to determine first steps in the process of a safe opening for St.
Paul’s Church building.
• No specific date for opening has been determined
• We will need to follow the guidelines of the ELCA, the New England Synod and
the state of Connecticut
• We had a brief discussion on Holy Communion and will work with Worship and
Music when we have more information from the New England Synod.
• Bishop Hazelwood’s five considerations for re-opening served as a starting point
for our discussion:
Six feet social distancing in every direction while in the sanctuary and
when entering and exiting the church
No singing and minimal speaking
No greetings, sharing the peace, hugs, or close contact
No food, no fellowship hour
Careful consideration of all age groups that will attend church services
CONT’D ON THE NEXT PAGE
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RE-OPENING COMMITTEE REPORT, CONT’D
Would We:
Stagger service times and Sundays – A and B groups?
Have a sign-in sheet for contact tracing
Have families on one side of the sanctuary and singles and couples on the
other
Continue to make our services available online
 We Would:
Require masks
Have hand sanitizers and wipes available in multiple locations throughout
the building
Take temperatures upon entry
Mark floors and pews for proper distancing
 We Can:
Start small (committee meetings) and gradually increase to larger groups
Consider a parking lot service
Consider a viewing area in a place in the church for people to view the
service but not be in the sanctuary
Continue to provide online services for those who do not feel comfortable
attending in person
 We put several first steps in place:
Establish teams to gather information:
Supplies Needed (Lynne will provide a list from OSHA on necessities)
Measuring pews, balcony, and floor space for proper social distancing
(Jerry Hansen will take the lead on this)
Technology needed for Zoom and for a possible viewing room in the
church (Adam Munger and Larry Hansen have offered technological support to move forward with this and will contact Jerry Vaillancourt to coordinate services)
Checking with our cleaning team for specifics and their expertise in
this area (Dick and Sue will make this contact)
Have reached out to our Insurance Carrier for information on any liability
we may have (Dick is waiting for a reply)
Will speak with Elder Gus regarding Salem Church’s return to St. Paul’s
when it is safe (Missy will be this contact)
Will need to reach out to all groups renting the church space to be sure all
guidelines are followed and check on insurance coverage for liability.
There is much to do!
Next Meeting via Zoom is July 6th at 7:00 PM.


Respectfully Submitted,
Sue Agne (for the committee)
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FORWARD LEADERSHIP UPDATE
During the month of June, we held two additional forums as we move forward on
the journey to discover our WHY. The recaps for Forums #1 and 2 were in the
June Epistle. Here is a recap of forums # 3 and 4.
Forum #3-UNDERSTANDING OUR HISTORY
On June 14th, we met via Zoom to discuss as a congregation how our history here at
St. Paul’s might help us to discern our WHY for the present. Here is a recap of
many pieces of WHO we are:
1940’s – The Church was founded in 1943. People in this community were inspired to
start a congregation during a World War. Wethersfield, at the time, was a rural
community and as the town grew, the church grew.
1950’s – The church moved from the storefront on Wolcott Hill Road to the house
at 371 Wolcott Hill Road where the congregation worshipped in a chapel on the
first floor. In 1958, the congregation began worshipping in the new church that we
still worship in today. As far back as this time, St. Paul’s was reaching out beyond
its own walls-monthly visits were made to the Lutheran Home in Southbury where
prayers were shared by our Pastor and members of the congregation.
1960’s - A new Parish Education Building was built and ready for use in 1968.
1985- The Connector between the two buildings was built.
1950’s-2020 Starting in the 50’s and continuing to the present, our congregation
began to participate in the care of others through a wide variety of outreach
programs that are included in the following list.
•
•
•

Urban Neighbors – Project FUN –
Sponsorship of two Laotian men-Mitt and Yangee-helping them to find work, a
place to live and other needs having just arrived in this country
Early morning Worship services at 7:00 AM for high school kids to attend
before school

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

House of Bread
South Park Inn
Outreach Fairs
Paper Drives
Luther League
Easter Breakfasts
Camp Calumet
Christmas Smorgasbord Dinner

•
•
•
•
•
•

Midweek Bible Studies
Junior and Senior Choirs
Adult Christian Education
Drop in Center
Eucharistic Ministry
Prayer Chain

Cont’d on Next Page
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FORWARD LEADERSHIP UPDATE, CONT’D
History of events for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, cont’d:
• Tutoring at Maria Sanchez School
• Craft Group sewing for charities
• Sunday School
• Christmas Pageants
• Church Picnics
• Adult Fellowship
• Youth Group
• Hammonasset Youth Beach Weekends
• ELCA Youth Gatherings
• Food Pantry
• Zach’s Wedding
• Hawkwing
• Holiday Fairs
• Blessing Bags
• Vacation Bible Camp
The list is long and certainly not complete but shows that St. Paul’s has had a long history of caring and service to people in and out of our congregation.
Forum #4-FINDING OUR WHY (PART 2) AND USING IT TO DISCERN
OUR MISSION
We took some time to review what we had learned in the first three forums and what
common threads we have seen come through in these discussions. There is a definite
awareness of our continued outreach-enhancing and “feeding” the lives of others. We
also see as part of our mission these opportunities: SERVICE, WORSHIP,
KINDNESS, GIVING, STUDY, INCLUSIVE AND CONNECTING.
We have learned a lot about ourselves, even during a Pandemic! We look forward to
the fall when Pastor Maria will be with us as our Intentional Interim Pastor and will
work with us as we continue on with our Forward Leadeship journey.

THINK FORWARD

FACE FORWARD
MOVE FORWAR D
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AS SEEN RECENTLY AT ST. PAUL’S

We lost a large branch from the beech tree on the island in our parking
lot in June. Fortunately, no damage occurred to the island walls, the
statue or the well pump.
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DO YOU KNOW?
A little twist to our “Did You Know” column this month. This collage was discovered recently going through old papers. Can you name each of our dear departed members who
were remembered on All Saints Day in 2012. The answers follow so make your guesses before turning the page! Thanks to Judy and Jerry Hansen for finding the original poster
and to Doreen Matteson for finding the page with the answers. Have fun!
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
GERMAN SWEET CHOCOLATE PIE
Great Dessert on a Hot Summer’s Night!
Ingredients:
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 ounces Baker’s German Sweet Chocolate
1/3 cup milk, divided
2 Tablespoons sugar
1 (8 oz) package cream cheese, softened
1 (8 oz) tub Cool Whip, thawed
1 (9 inch) chocolate or graham cracker pie crust

Instructions:
1. Heat chocolate and 2 tablespoons of the milk in saucepan over low heat, stirring
frequently until chocolate is melted
2. Beat sugar into cream cheese. Add remaining milk and chocolate mixture and
beat until smooth.
3. Fold in whipped topping and blend until smooth. Spoon into crust
4. Freeze until firm, about 4 hours. Let stand at room temperature about 30-60
minutes before serving.
5. Garnish with a dollop of whipped topping and chocolate curls.

Please send in a recipe-perhaps something new you have tried
or an old family favorite you have rediscovered!
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397

PASTOR:
Beginning August 17th:
Pastor Maria Hammons
Office: 860-529-5397
Email: PastorMaria@st.paulswethersfield.org
OFFICE MANAGER:
Jo-Ann Formica
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org
MINISTER OF MUSIC
Melissa Cheyney
SUPERINTENDANT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL:
Alice Ruppar

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Lynne Matteson
Lpm18@att.net
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Jerry Hansen
jerryhansen1957@gmail.com
COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Jerry Vaillancourt
Jerryvaillancourtct@gmail.com
TREASURER:
Roy Lewis
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Mary Procyk
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org

