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From the Pastor  

Faith in Action…  
“Cross”-over between Church & State 

 

The Lord has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
and what does the LORD require of you, but 

to do justice, and to love kindness, and 
to walk humbly with your God?  (Micah 6:8) 

 

Ok so, like many of you, my husband Danny & I 
have been watching the build up to the elections. 
We’ve been listening to the journalists and reading 
about the candidates. It kind of makes your head 
spin.  I’m thinking it might be time to re-read the 
book God’s Politics by Jim Wallis – just to refocus. 
 

Given we’re in the midst of a very important and 
contentious time in our country, it seems like it is 
also an appropriate time to be thinking about how 
God calls us to be a “public church.”  How we’re 
called to put our faith into action - even in politics! 
 

Former Presiding Bishop Hanson put it this way… 
 

As a public church called to witness to God’s 
love for all God has created, the ELCA affirms 
the importance of participation in society by    
all people, including people of faith. The ELCA 
social statement ”Church in Society: A Luther-
an Perspective” which guides our public speech 
and ethical actions, commits us to “work with 
and on behalf of the poor, powerless, and those 
who suffer, using [the church’s] power and in-
fluence with political and economic decision-
making bodies to develop & advocate policies 
that seek to advance justice, peace & the care of 
creation. 

 

Scripture reveals God’s presence in all realms   
of life, including political life. This church un-
derstands government as a means through 
which God can work to preserve creation and 
build a more peaceful and just social order in a 
sinful world. The electoral process is one way  
in which we live out our affirmation of baptism 
to “serve all people, following the example of 
our Lord Jesus” and “strive for justice & peace.” 

 

As people of faith, we are called to be advocates for 
those who don’t have the ability or opportunity to 
influence public policy in the same way that we do. 
This is the Church’s call to a Ministry of Advocacy! 
 

What exactly do we mean by advocacy? It’s simple 
really. Advocacy is about embracing a cause that we 
believe in and representing those less fortunate - 
those unable to fight for themselves - people in 
need in our congregation, community and world.   
 

The ELCA lists the following as its first principle          
of this important ministry… “Advocacy is public 
witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ where the 
church speaks… on behalf of others in need, articu-
lating positions consistent with our faith.”  
 

Some people may say that, while they accept the 
importance of this goal and the need to advocate 
for those who are less fortunate, they’re not clear 
on why the Church needs to be involved.  
 

Why is advocacy considered to be a ministry of   
the Church? Good question - and the response              
is key to understanding our God-given call to mis-
sion in the world. Let’s take a look at how the Min-
istry of Advocacy is grounded in Scripture.  

 

First it’s important for us to realize that God’s     
call to advocacy didn’t begin with the Christian 
Church. Hebrew Scripture contains numerous sto-
ries of individuals chosen to advocate for God’s 
people or to deliver God’s message to the people, 
calling them to work for justice. Some examples…  

 

Exodus 3 God sends a reluctant Moses as an 
advocate to Pharoah to intercede for the people’s  
freedom… “Let my people go!” 

  
 

Psalm 82  God tells us to give justice to the  
weak; to maintain the right of the destitute; to  
rescue the needy & deliver them from the wicked. 
 
              Continued on the next page 
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From the Pastor , Continued 

 

To contact Pastor Maria: 
 
pastormhammons@gmail.com 
  
For Ministry Conversations: 
860-443-0678 
 
For Pastoral Emergencies: 
860-440-7366 
 

So what about the New Testament? What do the 
Gospels and early Christians writers have to say    
about advocacy? Again, a couple of examples… 

 

Matthew 25     Jesus says when we feed the hungry, 
welcome a stranger, clothe the naked, care for the 
sick, visit those in prison… we’re doing it for Him. 
 

1 John 3 Here we’re asked how it could be 
possible for God's love to abide in one who sees 
someone in need and refuses to help? And we’re 
told to love - in word & speech, in truth & action. 

 

God clearly calls us to work for justice. The Minis-
try of Advocacy is grounded in Scripture! 
 

So how do we advocate? There are many ways… 
but we’re focused on being an informed citizen and 
taking faithful action. Informed not only about the 
issues and what we personally think - but about 
how our faith “speaks” to those issues.  What does 
Scripture have to say about the issues before us? 
 

The answers aren’t always easy or straight forward, 
which is why - as people of faith - we need to study 
God’s Word, pray for God’s guidance, & talk with 
one another as a community of faith.  
 

As we also pray for our elected officials, that they 
be inspired by God’s call to work for peace and  
justice for all people, led by God’s compassion to 
advocate and care for the lost, the last, and the least! 
 

Praying for God’s peace; thankful for God’s grace. 
Pastor Maria  

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  If you’d like to read more about our call to 
be a Public Church, here are some ELCA                      
resources. If you don’t have internet, I will get a 
paper copy for you. 
 

The ELCA Social Statement “Church in Society”: 
 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20
Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.114529
027.563570789.1539663121-
617012905.1533175482 
 
Called to be a Public Church: Civic Participation 
Guide 
 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20
Repository/Called_to_Be_a_Public_Church_Guid
e_2014.pdf?_ga=2.13760051.563570789.153966
3121-617012905.1533175482 
 

http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.114529027.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.114529027.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.114529027.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Church_SocietySS.pdf?_ga=2.114529027.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Called_to_Be_a_Public_Church_Guide_2014.pdf?_ga=2.13760051.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Called_to_Be_a_Public_Church_Guide_2014.pdf?_ga=2.13760051.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Called_to_Be_a_Public_Church_Guide_2014.pdf?_ga=2.13760051.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
http://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Called_to_Be_a_Public_Church_Guide_2014.pdf?_ga=2.13760051.563570789.1539663121-617012905.1533175482
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Food for Thought… 
 

A Budget Is a Statement of Faith! 
 

What does your church's annual budget represent?  
 

Is it a proud menu of hopes, dreams and missionary 
ministries your congregation wants to accomplish 
in the year to come? 
 
Or is it a life-support prescription for how the con-
gregation expects to pay the staff, keep lights burn-
ing, the sanctuary heated, and grass mowed? 
 
In a workshop when she was Stewardship Officer  
of the Episcopal Church, Terry Parsons gave this 
"Devil's Dictionary" definition of a church budget: 
"It is the means by which we notify the Lord of  
the limitations we intend to impose on his gifts  
for the coming year." 
 
If we view the budget - and present it to our congre-
gations - as an administrative necessity  
to ensure proper financial management, then  
we shouldn't be surprised to wind up with bare-
bones measures that are grudgingly funded.   
If funded at all.  
 
But if we present the budget to our congregations 
as opportunities to invest in the Kingdom of God and 
stretch ourselves to see how much we can do with 
even the nickels and dimes God has given us, then 
the possibilities increase.  
 
In the end, a budget is a statement about how a con-
gregation views the future.  Do you trust  
that ours is the God of abundance who rewards faith-
ful stewards and will stand behind servants who pro-
claim the Kingdom of God?  Or not?   
 
Put it this way:  If an outsider looked at your budget, 
what would he or she conclude about  
your congregation's faith?  
 
And what would be a God's Dictionary definition  
of a church budget?  How about, "It is the means  
by which we make the most of the abundance the 
Lord is giving us." Hmmm. That will look nice on 
the cover of the annual report. 

 
Copyright (c) 2006, Rev. Robert Blezard, 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. Used by permission. 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH        
FOLLOWING OUR                         

WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

Copies of the two proposed budgets have 
been mailed. 

 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THIS 
VERY IMPORTANT MEETING! 

 
 

http://www.stewardshipoflife.org


NOVEMBER 2020                                                           

I can’t believe it’s November already!  Where has the year gone?  On the one hand, March and April 

seemed to last at least two months each.  On the other, so much has been going on here at St. 

Paul’s, it’s not surprising that the time has been flying by.  It doesn’t seem possible that the holi-

days are right around the corner! 

 

We have so much to be thankful for here at St. Paul’s!  I want to start by thanking EVERYONE for 

your support and patience this year.  With the help from so many starting back in mid-March, we 

made a quick move from traditional, in-person worship to being 100% on-line.  Then in August, we 

made another change… from pre-recorded on-line worship to live worship via ZOOM.  I don’t think 

any of us thought this would last so long!  Certainly, this is like nothing we have experienced!  And 

the people of St. Paul’s have adapted well to the changes. 

 

The Re-Opening Committee has been diligently working to come up with a plan for us to safely  

return to in-person worship in our sanctuary.  We all want to be back together, sooner than later, 

but we are concerned about the health, safety, and spiritual well-being of everyone in our St. Paul’s 

family.  We know that there are a lot of churches in the area that have opened but did you know 

that fewer than 20% of Lutheran churches in the New England Synod have opened to in-person 

worship?  Most of those that have, are meeting outside.  As the temperatures get cooler, they will 

be moving back to on-line worship.  Most are not even considering in-person worship until January in 

hopes that by then they will know more and it will be safer.  I learned this from the Associates to 

the Bishop Pastors Sara Anderson and Steven Wilco during our last Forward Leadership seminar. 

 

We are getting closer to a plan for St. Paul’s that we hope will be protective of everyone; however, 

the recent uptick in the number of cases of COVID-19 is concerning.  Each time I hear about a 

church that has been involved in an outbreak (for example Fitchburg, MA; Portsmouth, NH; Portland, 

Brooks, and Sanford, ME), it sends chills down my spine and I pray that we do everything we can to 

make sure it doesn’t happen at St. Paul’s.  I urge you to continue to be patient as we work this out. 

 

There’s lots going on this month.  Check out other articles in the newsletter for more information 

but here are some highlights: 

 

November 8th:  Immediately following ZOOM worship, we will have our Annual Budget Meeting. 

Copies of the proposed budget (two options) have been mailed out to everyone.  If you haven’t  

received yours, call the church office as soon as possible so we can get another one in the mail to  

you before the meeting.  Please plan on attending the meeting.   

 

         

          (Continued on the next page) 

From Our Council President 
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Mid-November: Our Stewardship Campaign for 2021 will be kicking off this month so watch your 

mailbox for the latest information! 

 

November 21st: A “Mini Fair” – All will be socially distanced in the parking lot.  Poinsettia Sale; 

Jams, Jellies, and Preserves; and a basket/Christmas Tree raffle.  

 

November 22nd: We will have the second of our Congregational Transition Town Meetings.  It  

will be an opportunity for us to resume the conversation of where God is leading us.  If you 

recall, back in the late spring/early summer, we had a series of Forward Leadership Forums, 

one of which touched on this subject. This month, we will look a little closer and Pastor Maria 

will help by leading the discussion.  It is really important that we have AS MANY MEMBERS 

AS POSSIBLE in attendance at this meeting.  

 

Speaking of Pastor Maria… she has been with us for about two and a half months now.  She has led 

worship on the 2nd and 4th Sundays and we have had wonderful supply pastors for the other weeks.  

This schedule will continue through January when she will increase from ½ to ¾ time meaning she 

will then be with us three Sundays each month.  During this time, she will be helping us try new 

things… on Reformation Sunday we started taking communion at home… what a great feeling that 

was after all these months!  We’ll be continuing to switch things up a bit.  Stay tuned… it’s going to 

get exciting around here!!! 

 

So as you can see, as busy as we have been, things are going to start to get really exciting now too!  

I hope to see everyone very soon, on ZOOM!! 

 

I wish a safe, healthy, and very Happy Thanksgiving to each of you and your extended families. 

 

In God’s Peace, 

Lynne 

From Our Council President, Cont’d 
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Pop Up  
Holiday Fair 2020 

November 21st 
9am – 1 pm 

 

In keeping with social distancing guidelines this year’s Holiday Fair will be significantly 
smaller. We will not be able to include these fair favorites: Bakery, Café w/pianist, Cookie 
Walk w/Bowman Delights, Grand Ma’s Attic, Handmade Crafts, and Jewelry booths.  
 
This year you will find the following booths (outside) near the alcove off of the parking lot. 
There you will find these annual favorites:  Poinsettias (donated by the Prill Family).  A   
variety of vibrant colored plants will be available to choose from with the sales benefiting 
our (Youth Group). Also, a limited amount of assorted Jams, Jellies, Relishes, etc. that you 
would typically find in our Country Store and will benefit (Outreach). An exciting addition 
to this year’s pop up holiday fair will be lovely baskets that will be raffled off with all           
proceeds benefiting (St. Paul’s General Fund).  
 
Thank you to the St. Paul’s Church Council for supporting this year’s fair. The event will be 
held rain or shine.  
 
Please consider supporting the pop up holiday fair. If you would like to find out more            
information about the event or opportunities to help, please contact William Fischer at: 
(860) 250 -1278 or wwf64@sbcgloabl.net  
      

LOOKING FOR DONATIONS FOR THE BASKET RAFFLE! 
 

We don’t have a lot of room but we need some gift baskets.  If you remember a cou-

ple years ago, we had basket raffles in the spring.  This one will be smaller, but can 

be just as impactful!  Please consider putting one together.  Contact Lynne Matteson 

(860-529-3603) or LPM18@att.net) for more information or if you’re interested in 

donating a basket. They will need to be at the church no later than November 15th. 

mailto:wwf64@sbcgloabl.net
mailto:LPM18@att.net


NOVEMBER                               
GOSPEL READINGS 

 
November 1st: 
 ALL SAINTS DAY 
 Matthew 5: 1-12 
 
November 8th: 
 Matthew 25: 1-13 
 
November 15th:  
   Matthew 25: 14-30   
 
November 22nd: 
 Matthew 25: 31-46 
 
November 29th: 
 Mark 13: 24-37 
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN SERVICE               
THIS MONTH                                                    

(Reader for Lesson/Prayers): 
 

November 1st: 
 Carol Bruce/Carol Bruce 
 
November 8th 
 Mary Procyk/Sue Agne 
 
November 15th:  
      Bill Fischer Jr./Bill Fischer, Jr. 
 
November 22nd: 
 Carol Bruce/Carol Bruce 
 
November 29th: 
 Joan Kratzer/Joan Kratzer 

LEADING OUR WORSHIP     
SERVICES IN NOVEMBER                      

 
  
November 1st: 
 Pastor Kristian Koehler 
 
November 8th: 
 Pastor Maria Hammons 
 
November 15th:  
   Pastor David Grafton 
 
November 22nd: 
 Pastor Maria Hammons 
 
November 29th: 
 Pastor Robert Bowlin 
 
 

SALEM CHURCH FRUIT SALE 
 

Our friends at Salem Church are holding 
their annual citrus fruit sale.  If you are 
interested in ordering to support The 
Hartford Adventist Academy.  If you are 
interested in ordering, please call Missy 
Cheyney at 860-257-4558 with any  
questions or to place an order: 
 
• Large Box Navel Oranges                        

(approx. 40 lbs) $45.00 
• Small box Navel Oranges                     

(approx. 20 lbs) $35.00 
• 2 bags Mandarins - $30.00 
• Large box red grapefruit                  

(approx. 40lbs) $45.00 
• Small box red grapefruit                  

(approx. 20lbs) $35.00 
• Large Variety pack                    

(approx. 40lbs) $45.00 
• Small Variety pack                    

(approx. 20lbs) $35.00 
 
THE DEADLINE TO ORDER 
IS NOVEMBER 5TH. 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP WHILE WE ARE AWAY 
 
We continue to take precautions to keep our congregation well and to put things in place 
for when it is safe to open. Until that time, our Sunday morning worship will be live online 
via Zoom at 9:30.  Pastor Maria will be with us on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month 
and we will have other clergy leading our service on the 1st and 3rd Sundays. The service 
is also recorded and posted on our YouTube channel the next day (St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church Wethersfield). The service can be accessed using the Zoom link below. In addition, 
the Sunday morning email includes the link and the bulletin for the service. 
 
Topic: St. Paul's Worship Service 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81792344024?pwd=RHQxQ0NEZ0NnWGVEbzhlV2dqQmY1QT09  
 
Meeting ID: 817 9234 4024 
Passcode: 440898 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,81792344024#,,,,,,0#,,440898# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,81792344024#,,,,,,0#,,440898# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
Meeting ID: 817 9234 4024 
Passcode: 440898 
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd5Wa1BFRD 
 

 
Join us for a Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom following our 
Sunday morning services. 

 
 

The link to the service      
can be used for                                         

the coffee hour too! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81792344024?pwd=RHQxQ0NEZ0NnWGVEbzhlV2dqQmY1QT09
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Two opportunities for Christian Education continue for our children.  The weekly Children's’ 
Message is available on our YouTube page, usually posted on Monday from the previous day.   
Our YouTube page is St. Pauls Lutheran Church Wethersfield.   
 
Virtual Sunday School is also available for our children using the link below. St. Paul’s week 
to record the Sunday School lesson of the day is November 15th.  Alice is working to put 
that together for the churches included in this program.    

 

http://www.thevirtualsundayschool.com/youtube  
 
Thank you! 
Kim Parsons  
Julie Perry  
Alice Ruppar  
 

Mid-Week Devotions                          
 

Pastor Maria is sharing devotions  
with us each week. Watch for the  

email each Wednesday.   

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES                                                        
FOR NOVEMBER’S EPISTLE  

                                                                  

Articles are due by NOVEMBER 21ST.  
Please send them to me at:                     

 
 

susanagne@yahoo.com 
Thank you! 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

The Church Council Minutes from the 
September 22nd meeting and the    
October 14th Special Council meeting 
were included in the weekly email on 
November 1st. The communications 
team will discuss at their next meeting 
what is the best way for our members 
to receive this information while the 
minutes cannot be accessed as usual at 
the church building. 

http://www.thevirtualsundayschoo.com/youtube
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH 

NOVEMBER  2020                                                           
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DURING THIS TIME WHEN WE ARE APART, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DONATE 
OR HELP AT THE FOOD PANTRY, PLEASE CALL JERRY HANSEN ON HIS CELL 
PHONE (860) 916-2572 BEFORE COMING TO THE CHURCH.  WE HAVE STRICT 
STANDARDS IN PLACE TO KEEP EVERYONE SAFE WHEN USING THE PANTRY. 
 
Our pantry has seen increasing numbers of people each week.  If you prefer to make a 
monetary donation, please speak with Jerry and he will do the shopping! If any frozen 
items are donated, please label them and let Jerry know where they have been placed 
in the freezer.  Many thanks! 

 

This month, our pantry could 
use donations of:  

COFFEE  
AND 

SOUPS  

WE PASSED OUR INSPECTION 
WITH FLYING COLORS! 

 
In late October, we were visited and  
inspected by Foodshare and we passed 
with flying colors! The gentleman was 
really impressed at how clean and       
orderly we were set-up and the variety 
of items we had.  Little did he know or 
we know that some of our dear church 
members came with a load of donations 
earlier in the morning! 
 
Judy Lundin 
 
 

Many Many Thanks 
 

Thanks to all of the people that have 
helped us each month.  We have moved 
and shared OVER 8,000 POUNDS of 
pantry items since January.  Another            
972 POUNDS of food was delivered at 
the end of October. 
 
Jerry Hansen 
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FROM OUR OUTREACH TEAM 
 

WETHERSFIELD HUNGER ACTION TEAM 
 

January is St. Paul's month to collect food as one of the Dazzling Dozen non-profits in 
Wethersfield in association with WHAT (Wethersfield Hunger Action Team). Anything 
collected by us will be contributed to our local food bank. You may use this guide if like 
but anything taken in will be greatly appreciated. Collection bins will be set up inside the 
connector at St. Paul's and outside the rear entrance. If you have any questions, please 
call Russ Bengtson. 
 

REVERSE 
ADVENT CALENDAR 

 
EACH DAY ADD AN ITEM TO A BOX. 
ALL ITEMS COLLECTED IN DECEMBER                                                   

WILL BE  DONATED TO THE                                                                        
WETHERSFIELD FOOD BANK IN JANUARY. 

 
 
December 1 -  box of cereal 
December 2 -  peanut butter 
December 3 -  stuffing mix  
December 4 -  boxed potatoes  
December 5 -  macaroni and cheese 
December 6 -  canned fruit 
December 7 -  canned tomatoes  
December 8 -  canned tuna                                          
December 9 -  dessert mix                               
December 10 - jar of applesauce 
December 11 - canned sweet potatoes 
December 12 - cranberry sauce  
December 13 - canned beans  
December 14 - box of crackers 
December 15 - package of rice 
December 16 - package of oatmeal  
December 17 - package of pasta  
December 18 - spaghetti sauce  
December 19 - chicken noodle soup  
December 20 - tomato soup  
December 21 -  can of corn 
December 22 - can of mixed vegetables  
December 23 - can of carrots  
December 24 -can green beans 
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A REPORT FROM THE REOPENING COMMITTEE 
 

The Reopening committee met twice in the month of October. At our first meeting on    
October 7th, we reviewed the results of the survey that was completed by St. Paul’s           
members in September.  Of the 54 surveys returned: 
 
71% indicated they would return to the church if all guidelines were followed 
15% indicated they would not return at this time 
13% were unsure 
Please keep in mind that surveys were most likely completed by one family member so one 
return could be indicative of more than one person attending a service in the sanctuary. 
 
There was much discussion among the committee members when this data was discussed.  
We felt we needed to be mindful of the information shared by members but also                      
expressed serious concern that the number of cases were on the rise again.  A few com-
mittee members met at the church to determine how many people we could safely seat in 
the sanctuary following the guidelines (approximately 25-30 members). 
 
We sent to Council the recommendation that we hold in-person worship on November 22nd 
and December 13th (and possibly Christmas Eve) with the reservation that if the numbers 
continue to rise, we should not open. 
 
Our Church Council met on October 21st.  At the time of that meeting, the number of            
cases in CT had increased significantly. After a long, heartfelt discussion, the majority of 
council members felt we could not open at this time. Both the reopening committee and the 
Council will revisit this decision over the next weeks as we watch the data to determine 
when we can return safely. 
 
The committee also met on October 26th.  Many of us felt the decision by council was a 
wise one at this time.  We  continue to plan and be ready to open when the time is right.  
Those plans include: 
•  Sanitizing supplies in place  
•  Training of the team and council on how to safely direct people into and out of the 

 sanctuary and to their seats 
•  A plan for people to let us know they will attend and how to contact trace if needed 
•  Signs in place with clear directions for movement in the building  
•  Technology plans and equipment will be tested to ensure that our services can be    

 accessed by those who do not feel safe returning to the church 
 
We know that we are all anxious to be together again at our church on Wolcott Hill Road.  
Please know that the Reopening Committee, working with Council and the Worship and            
Music Committee, will make that happen as soon as it is safe to be there. 
 
I encourage you to join St. Paul’s Sunday Morning Zoom Online Worship, especially if you 
think that kind of worship doesn’t seem “normal”.  From my experience, it is a warm and 
spiritual feeling to see each other and hear us pray together and take communion as a 
group.   
 
If you have any questions or thoughts to share, please contact me. 
 
Dick Agne, Chairman-Reopening Committee 
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FORWARD LEADERSHIP UPDATE 
 

 
HOSPITALITY 101 was the topic of our latest seminar on October 17th.  The Synod 
presentation centered around what the feeling is when someone comes into our church,   
visits our website or Facebook page, participates in our online worship or what is seen when 
they drive by St. Paul’s. The Accountability and Forward Leadership Teams are working to 
assess each of these mediums to see if we are indeed welcoming and inviting.  As a group, 
we  are first assessing the churches in our cohort-Bethlehem Lutheran in Sturbridge, MA, 
Lutheran Church of the Newtons in Newton, MA and Emmanuel Lutheran in Manchester, CT 
and they are reviewing St. Paul’s  to give us feedback. We are meeting back with them to 
share our findings.  
 
We will bring this learning experience back to the congregation to begin the work of taking 
a closer look at St. Paul’s Hospitality. 

 
THINK FORWARD  FACE FORWARD    MOVE FORWARD 

HEIDI SAWRUN-BOUTIN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  
 
 

A scholarship has been created in memory of Heidi Sawrun Boutin.  Heidi 
was the daughter of Wini and Chet Sawrun and the wife of Paul Boutin.  
Heidi was a long-time member here at St. Paul’s.  The scholarship in her 
memory is open to Lakota youth at the Cheyenne River Reservation in 
South Dakota.  The scholarship can be used for college, trade schools or 
technical schools.   
Funds from St. Paul’s hawkwing line item have been donated to this scholar-
ship.  If anyone is interested in sending a contribution to the scholarship, it 
can be sent to: 

hawkwing Scholarship Fund                                                                                                    
306 Cavan Lane                                                                                                               

Glastonbury, CT 06033 
 

Please write hawkwing/scholarship fund on the first line of your check (where it says “Pay 
to the order of”) and please add Heidi Boutin scholarship fund or Heidi Boutin Memorial 
Scholarship in the memo section. After the donation is made, you will receive a form for 

tax purposes.  If you have any questions, please contact Winnie at wini.sawrun@gmail.com. 
 

 
 

mailto:wini.sawrun@gmail.com
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A GIFT FOR PASTOR HUGH 
 
 
When we celebrated Pastor Hugh’s last Sunday as our Pastor on 
June 7th,  we had planned that he would return on a Sunday in 
the fall so we could share a face to face goodbye.  Lynne recently 
emailed Pastor to see if there was a possibility that we could 
meet outside at the church in October.  Unfortunately because 
Covid is still with us and numbers are on the rise that won’t be 
possible.  In his response to Lynne, Pastor Hugh wrote in part: 
 
“While I would love to participate in the parking lot picnic, and believe me 
that I really miss my St. Paul’s family, I will need to decline at this time... 

 
I would add, that while I was really looking forward to the opportunity to have an in-person goodbye, it 
was coupled with my desire to be there to participate in some kind of Confirmation Sunday. With COVID 
still a very real presence, this doesn’t look possible at this time. The reality, too, is that when I was antici-
pating having to say goodbye via Zoom, I thought that the zoom reception would be a real let down. I had 
the feeling that I would be ending my ministry with a fizzle and not a bang.  But, to be honest, the Zoom 
goodbye reception was just the opposite. I really felt that, at least for me, I had the opportunity to say my 
goodbyes.  I cherish the comments and well wishes people gave me then.  I had a real sense that others 
were able to participate at a level that a normal, in-person reception wouldn’t have offered. My sister,  
Carol, who joined us, was really blown away by the depth of sharing, story telling, emotional connection, 
and so forth.  I really felt a sense of closure on my part, at least.  I cherish the memories, the DVD, and 
certainly the financial gift... 
 
You are in my thoughts and prayers!  I look forward to a time, after a new pastor has grown into the new 
life of St. Paul’s, and into the hearts of its people, when I can pay a visit ... as an old friend.” 
 
Recently a Shutterfly photo book with pictures from Pastor Hugh’s many years with us           
was dropped off at his house. There is an extra copy of the book that will be on the    
bookshelf in Fellowship Hall. 
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RECIPES OF THE MONTH 

NOVEMBER  2020                                                           

SWEET POTATOES WITH PRALINE TOPPING 
(Kay Wessels, former member) 
 
3 cups mashed sweet potatoes                               
1/2 to 3/4 cup sugar 
2 eggs, well beaten 
1 tsp. vanilla 
1/3 cup milk 
1/2 cup melted margarine 
 
Topping: 
1/2 cup packed brown sugar 
1/4 cup flour 
2 1/2 tsp melted margarine 
1/2 cup chopped pecans 
 
Combine ingredients.  Mix topping and sprinkle on top.  Bake at 350 degrees for 25-30 
minutes. 

CRANBERRY PECAN PIE 
(Lesley Marcoux) 
 
3 eggs       
1 cup dark corn syrup 
2/3 cup sugar 
4 T. butter or margarine 
Dash of salt 
1 cup fresh cranberries, chopped 
1 cup pecan halves 
1 (9-inch unbaked pastry shell) 
 
 
 
Beat eggs with a fork just until blended.  Stir in corn syrup, sugar, butter and salt.           
Sprinkle chopped cranberries in pastry shell.  Arrange pecan halves on top.  Pour syrup 
mixture over the pecans carefully.  Bake in a 325 degree oven for 50-55 minutes, or until 
a knife inserted halfway comes out clean.  Cool.  Serve with whipped cream. 
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