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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR MARIA
Is it to do with fellowship or ownership… or
both? Are we aware of all of the communities
in which we have membership… even those
that we didn’t necessarily actively join?

COMMUNITY!
Faith… Local… Global
Peace be to the whole community, and
love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ Ephesians 6:23
There is no power for change greater
than a community discovering what it
cares about. ~ Margaret Wheatley, author
I am of the opinion that my life belongs to
the whole community and as long as I live,
it is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.
~ George Bernard Shaw,
playwright & Nobel Prize winner

Community - a unified body of individuals.
~ Merriam-Webster

**********

Do we appreciate the gift of community, the
gifts present in our community(ies)? Do we
realize the power that comes from being “in
community”? Do we accept the responsibility
that is often unspoken, but inherent, in being
part of a community?
Community - a word with many meanings, all
of which are meaningful. As we go through
this year sharing our hopes and fears, having
hard conversations, talking through disagreements, and discerning our future as God’s people – the fact that we are a community – more
importantly – a faith community - is going to
be critical.
So here’s a simple acrostic to remind us of
what it means to be a faith community - the
body of Christ - things to keep in mind…
C oming Together
O utreach
M ututal Love
M ission-Minded
U nity in Spirit
N ew Life in Christ
I nspired to Serve
T rusting & Thankful
Y earning for More…
Yearning for God.

Community… a word we often use, but do we
really think about what it means? At its most
basic – community breaks down to with unity.
So what? What does that mean? Are their implications beyond the obvious idea of being
unified? And what does it mean to be unified?
Does it mean everyone has to agree? Or might Friends in Christ… I am honored to be a part
of this St. Paul’s community of faith. Together
it be possible to have communal disagreewe are blessed to be a blessing!
ment ... disagreement - with unity?
And what does it mean to be part of a community? Is it different than being a member of a
club? Is community meant to be “exclusive”
or “inclusive”?

With prayer for the journey!
Pastor Maria
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Small Group Transition Meetings
Here are our small group transition meeting dates.
Watch for updates in the Weekly email & Sunday
announcements. All meetings will be held on zoom. A
zoom link will be sent out closer to the dates.

O Come All Ye Faithful…
To Our Small Group Transition Meetings
Our small group transition meetings have now begun
over zoom. They are scheduled for a variety of dates
and times throughout January & February to try to offer a time that works for your schedule.

These informal meetings tend to be not only meaningful, but fun. Come hear what your
St. Paul’s Church family has to share. I’ll bet
you’ll learn something about each other – and
you may be surprised!
Please indicate your interest in attending a particular meeting by emailing Pastor Maria
at pastormhammons@gmail.com. We hope
you will join us!
Jan 13, Wednesday

12 Noon

Jan 19, Tuesday

5:00 p.m.

Jan 25, Monday

7:00 p.m.

Jan 27, Wednesday

11:00 a.m.

Feb 3, Wednesday

12 Noon

Feb 8, Monday

5:00 p.m.

This is an especially important conversation to have
during our transition journey. And the more of you who
actively participate, the better sense we will get as to
where St. Paul’s might be called - today and for the future.

Feb 9, Tuesday

7:00 p.m.

Feb 17, Wednesday

1:30 p.m.

Feb 22, Monday

5:00 p.m.

Think about these things - What gifts has God given
the St. Paul’s faith community? What makes you
unique … and what mission could grow out of that
uniqueness? How would you like to be known in your
local community? If you told someone that you belong
to St. Paul’s Lutheran in Wethersfield, how would you
want them to fill this blank - “Oh, that’s the Church
that does …”?

Mar 2, Tuesday

11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

The goal of these meetings is to provide informal opportunities for parishioners in a small group setting to
share their hopes and dreams, fears and concerns, about
the future of St. Paul’s. We’ll also talk about where you
think God is calling St. Paul’s for the next stage of your
faith journey together. Small groups not only allow us
to have more in depth conversation, it also provides a
space for those who need a little more time to process
or who hesitate to share thoughts in a larger group setting.

What dream would inspire and energize you as a congregation? If we are able to faithfully “dream” - trusting in God to provide and lead us - it will help to define
your identity as a congregation, and what your faithful
purpose - your Why - is in the world. It also helps you
to call a pastor who shares your passion, embraces your
vision/mission, understands your challenges, and compliments your gifts.

Join us for these small group conversations.
Make sure you have a voice in the process.
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October 25
November 22
December
January 2021
January 17
January - March
February 28
March 21
April
April 25

May
May 9
May 23

June 6

June 20
June xx
June 27
June 28

Transition Process Timeline 2020-2021
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wethersfield Connecticut
Congregational Town Meeting (following worship on zoom)
Detailed Explanation of Transition Process; Q&A
General Description of Call Process
Congregational Town Meeting
Beginning of Conversation - Where is God Leading Us?
Sharing our Hopes & Dreams … Concerns & Fears
Merry Christmas! God bless us, everyone!
Council meeting – approve Transition Team
Commission Transition Team at Worship on February 7th
Congregational Town Meeting
Let’s talk about the CAT … What does it tell us? What do we need to do?
Small Group meetings (over zoom)
Holy History Event
Conflict & Communications Conversation (follow-up meetings as needed)
Herding CATs … Let’s Check for Change
Summary of Hopes-Dreams/Concerns-Fears – Where are we now?
God’s Leading Conversation
CAT retake & explanation; Parishioners begin to fill out CAT
- provide opportunities on Sunday mornings during fellowship time,
both online & paper, with assistance available (Transition Team will
enter data from paper submissions)
- about 100 questions, takes approximately 20 minutes; allow an hour
Council meeting – approve Call Committee (Commission May 23rd)
Last day for CAT input; send to Holy Cow – results to Synod
Pastor Sara Anderson, Associate to the Bishop
CAT Interpretation
Detailed explanation of Call Process (Q&A)
Meeting with Call Committee & Council
Congregational Gathering – Pulling it all together (lunch provided)
Critical for all; especially Council, Transition Team, Call Committee
9 a.m.-12 p.m. MSP Workshop to begin writing Ministry Site Profile (MSP)
Transition Team begins writing MSP using group MSPs & CAT;
draft to be
completed & to Council in ~2 weeks
Bishop Hazelwood Visit – Q&A
Special Council Meeting with Transition Team to discuss/approve MSP
Special Congregational Meeting
(lunch provided; One Service Sunday)
Presentation of MSP to Congregation for Discussion/Vote
Financial Discussion regarding New Pastor Package
Ministry Site Profile sent to Synod to begin Call Process Candidate Search
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TRANSITION TIMES
Dear Friends in Christ…
Our small group meetings are now under way and the conversations have been meaningful, helpful and fun.
Please join us at one of these meetings to share your thoughts, hopes & fears (see separate article with dates &
times). In this time when we are all isolated from one another, this is a great way to be in fellowship with your
faith community and have your voice be part of the transition process.
A special note for those who don’t use zoom…
We wish you were able to join us and hope these articles help you feel like you are somewhat in the loop.
Please let us know if you have any questions.
Here are the highlights from our January 17 Transition congregational meeting:
At this month’s transition meeting, we spent time working our way through the results from the CAT
(Congregational Assessment Tool) that St. Paul’s parishioners filled out in late 2019. The reason for doing
that was so we could remember what you said about yourselves at that time – while Pastor Hugh was still
with you, before his retirement had been announced.
So why are we doing that? After all it’s old – over a year old – before your pastor of 20 plus years retired.
Fair question. The reason is this … you need to know where you’ve been, and assess where you are now,
in order to know what you need to do to prepare for your future. We needed to look at the 2019 CAT to see
what you said about the things you thought were working well, and things you said needed improvement.





What might we need to focus on during the transition time?
What are your strengths? Your challenges?
What might need to change to help you move forward in your mission together?
What gives you energy? What inspires you … brings you joy?

The other reason we needed to remember what you said in 2019 is because you’ll be taking the CAT again in
late April/early May and we’ll want to understand how your responses have changed. That information will be
shared and will lead us into our conversations during our ministry site profile workshop.
So here are the highlights of what you said about yourselves in 2019. Things that we’re still working on:
- Low satisfaction overall with how things were at St. Paul’s
- Low energy for ministry and mission
- Lack of flexibility; not open to new ideas and changes (even good ones)
- Clergy centric … versus a partnership between pastor and people
- Lack of communication with the congregation about issues being considered by leadership, and about
ministries and other opportunities
- Need to help parishioners identify their God-given gifts, and equipping and connecting them for ministry
and mission
- Not especially good at listening to each other and communicating in a healthy way
- Unhealthy level of conflict (whether apparent or undercurrent)
Continued on the next page
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While I can already tell that you have moved forward on a number of these things, there are others that we need
to continue to work on so you are in a healthy, energetic and flexibile position to welcome a new pastor to join
you as a Partner in Ministry & Mission for the sake of the Gospel! That will be a wonderful day!
Now that we’ve started our small group meetings, I wanted to also remind you of some of the thoughts shared
by St. Paul’s parishioners at our November Transition meeting. At that meeting, we began the conversation
about your hopes & dreams, concerns & fears - for St. Paul’s future. This conversation now continues in our
small groups. Please join us.
Worries:
1. Choir: when/how will it be safe to sing?
2. Volunteers
-Need more parishioners involved in ministry
-Specific, personal “asks” work better than general advertising
-Encouraged by new members volunteering
-Committees or Ministry Teams
-Short term commitments
-meet as needed, rather than monthly

3.Parishioners who don’t use technology
-How to connect during Covid (currently mailings, phone calls)
-Need to stay connected after covid (continue zoom worship & meetings, phone calls, DVDs, gift
cell phones so they can participate)
4.Worship & Technology
-How do we get more people to attend zoom service & participate?
-Continue zoom; possible live stream; hybrid model
-This isn’t just for covid… this is the future
5. Hopes:
1. Lay Leadership
CAT: congregation is Pastor-centric
Since pastor’s retirement lay leaders have stepped up
Want to grow that lay leadership; help people identify their gifts
Partnership between pastor & laity
2. Robust Adult Faith Development program
3. Build/Engage children and youth programs
4. Combining Churches in Decline
6. Dreams:
1. Further improve building Accessibility
2. More people will join with us post-Covid
3. We will grow & THRIVE, not just survive;
still together to celebrate 100th anniversary
Please join us for our next Special Congregational Transition meeting on Sunday, February28th,
immediately following our 9:30 a.m. Worship Service on zoom.
Continued on the next page
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I know

that our lives are very busy and this time of COVID is both strange and complicated – but I truly hope
that you will join your St. Paul’s church family for these meetings so we can hear your thoughts. Your voice
is important. Then, as time goes on, I hope you feel it has been a worthwhile time of congregational reflection
that leads to a better idea of who you are called to be as a faith community, and what kind of partner you want
to call as your next pastor.
We trust in God’s faithfulness and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide us.

With prayers for the journey!
Pastor Maria

I know not the way God leads me,
but well do I know my Guide.
Martin Luther

ZOOM LINK FOR ALL OF THE
SMALL GROUP TRANSITION MEETING
Topic: Small Group Transition Meetings
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88150716706?pwd=UzBOdkZ4RWIvOThwYTZrY1lFNldMUT09
Meeting ID: 881 5071 6706
Passcode: 894516
One tap mobile
+19292056099,,88150716706#,,,,*894516# US (New York)
+13017158592,,88150716706#,,,,*894516# US (Washington D.C)
Dial by your location
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

NEW COMMUNICATIONS BOX AT CHURCH
The Communications team has placed a box outside the
church office door. Inside you can find copies of our
weekly publications including the weekly email and the
bulletin for the Sunday service. Jo-Ann will place these in
the box by mid-day on Thursday each week. Copies of the
monthly Epistle and the present edition of Christ in Our
Home daily devotion booklet will also be available.
We hope this will be helpful for members who can’t print
these documents at home and would like paper copies.
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FEBRUARY
GOSPEL READINGS
February 7th:
Mark 1:29-39
February 14th:
Mark 9: 2-9
February 21st:
Mark 1: 9-15
February 28th:
Mark 8: 31-38

GOD’S PEOPLE IN SERVICE
THIS MONTH
(Reader for Lesson and Prayers):
February 7th:
Joan Kratzer

February 14th:
Carol Bruce
February 17th:
Patty Bengtson
February 21st:
Patty Bengtson
February 28th:
Joan Kratzer
March 7th:
Mary Procyk

LEADING OUR WORSHIP
SERVICES IN FEBRUARY
February 7th:
Pastor Maria
February 14th:
Pastor Kristian Kohler
February 17th:
ASH WEDNESDAY
Pastor Maria
February 21st:
Pastor Maria
February 28th:
Pastor Maria

Ash Wednesday
Service of Holy Communion
with Lenten Prayers
of Repentance
February 17th
Service at 7:00 p.m.
on Zoom
Please note: while we are not
able to impose ashes, we will
be sharing the Ash Wednesday prayer
at our Zoom Service.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ON ZOOM
We continue to take precautions to keep our congregation well and to put things in place
for when it is safe to open. Until that time, our Sunday morning worship will be live online
via Zoom at 9:30. Pastor Maria will be with us on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of each month
and we will have other clergy leading our service on the 2nd and 5th Sundays. The service is
also recorded and posted on our YouTube channel the next day (St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Wethersfield). The service can be accessed using the Zoom link below. In addition, the Sunday
morning email includes the link and the bulletin for the service.

Topic: St. Paul's Worship Service
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81792344024?pwd=RHQxQ0NEZ0NnWGVEbzhlV2dqQmY1QT09
Meeting ID: 817 9234 4024
Passcode: 440898
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,81792344024#,,,,,,0#,,440898# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,81792344024#,,,,,,0#,,440898# US (New York)
Dial by your location

1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

Join us for a Virtual Coffee
Hour on Zoom following our
Sunday morning services.
The link to the service
can be used for
the coffee hour too!

OUR NEXT TRANSITION CONGREGATIONAL TOWN HALL
WILL BE SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH FOLLOWING THE SERVICE.
JOIN US FOR THIS “HOLY HISTORY” EVENT.

FEBRUARY 2021

BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH
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The virtual Sunday school is continuing. The theme is Heroes of the Bible. St. Paul’s is scheduled
to create the lesson for March 21. The theme for that day is kindness healing of the paralyzed
man. Please contact Pastor Maria if you can help. This session will continue through Palm Sunday.
A special Easter celebration is being planned. The link for virtual Sunday is below:
http://www.thevirtualsundayschool.com/youtube
The weekly Children’s Message is posted on St. Paul’s YouTube channel on the Monday
following our Sunday Worship service. Pastor Maria will prepare a message twice a month.
Thank you!
Kim Parsons

Julie Perry

Alice Ruppar

CONFIRMATION CLASSES HAVE STARTED
Beginning on January 27th, Pastor Maria, Missy Cheyney and
Jerry Vaillancourt will hold classes for a group of youth from
our congregation as they begin to prepare for Confirmation.
For the present time, classes will be held over Zoom beginning
at 5:00 on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month.
Our new Confirmation class includes William, Haley, Elizabeth,
Dylan, Emily, Hannah, Gavin, Allie, Jack and Olivia. We wish
them all many blessings as they begin this next step in their
faith learning.
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NEWLY-ELECTED
COUNCIL OFFICERS
Lynne Matteson
President
Russ Bengston
Vice President
Tom Grottke
Treasurer
Council Secretary ~ tbd

SAVE THESE DATES ON YOUR CALENDAR!
CONSTITUTION REVIEW

REOPENING MEETING

February 10, Wed., 7 p.m.
Congregational meeting
time for questions

Monday, Feb 15, 7 p.m.
Zoom link will be
sent closer to date.

February 21, Sunday
Following Worship
Congregation Meeting
Final discussion & Vote

Open meeting for
conversation and questions.

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE MARCH EPISTLE
Articles are due by FEBRUARY 21ST.
Please send them to me at:
susanagne@yahoo.com
Thank you!
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Thanks to all who continue to help
us meet the needs of the people
who depend on our Food Pantry

This month our St. Paul’s
pantry could use donations of:
COFFEE
CANNED VEGETABLES
SOUPS
If you would prefer to make a
cash donation, Jerry Hansen
will do the shopping when the
supply for needed items starts
to run low.
ELOPES FOR 20DISTRIBUT
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR
THIS NEW YEAR
The envelopes for use in 2021 have been
distributed. If you have not received
your envelopes please call Mary Procyk
at 860-257-4793.
If you received a box of envelopes and
do not use them (paying through PayPal
or some other means) please let Mary
know so that we do not buy extra boxes
next year. Thank you for your attention
to this.

On Line Giving
St Paul’s continues to have the opportunity to give online. Go to our
website at stpaulswethersfield.org
Click on the DONATE NOW button
at the top of the page. Next, click on
the DONATE button. You will then
choose from the drop down, what
your donation will go towards: offering, flowers, memorials or other. You
will then have the option to pay by
PayPal, Credit or Debit card.
Please Note: there is a small processing fee incurred by the church
($2.50 per $100.00). You can always
add this to your donation to defray
the cost to the church.
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WETHERSFIELD ACTION
HUNGER TEAM
Thanks to everyone who donated
food for Wethersfield Social
Services. We had a great
response from our St. Paul’s
family!

Sharing wisdom from a food bank volunteer:

1. Everyone donates Kraft Mac & Cheese in the box. But it needs mild &
butter which are hard to get from the food bank.

2. Boxed Milk is a treasure. Kids need it for cereal, which they get a lot of.
3. Everyone donates pasta sauce & spaghetti noodles.
4. Canned Foods needed should be Pop Tops OR donate Can Openers.
5. Oil is a luxury needed for Rice a Roni which they get a lot of.
6. Spices, Salt & Pepper are a real gift.
7. Tea Bags & Coffee are caring gifts.
8. Sugar & Flour are treats.

9. Rarely is there fresh meat.
10. Tuna & Crackers make a good lunch.
11. Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
12. They get lots of peanut butter and jelly but NEED sandwich bread.
13. Butter or Margarine are good.
14. Important are fresh produce donated by farmers & grocery stores.
15. Seeds are great in spring & summer because growing can be easy for some.
16. Eggs are a commodity.
17. Cake mix & Frosting makes it possible to make a child’s birthday cake.
18. Dishwashing Detergent is very expensive & is always appreciated.
19. Feminine hygiene products are a luxury & women will cry over them.
20. Everyone loves Stove Top Stuffing.
BONUS: CASH makes it possible for the Food Bank to buy what’s missing and buy in bulk.
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS AT ST. PAUL’S
Committee Meetings
February 8th—Communications Meeting at 7:00

February 10th-Constitution Meeting for Congregation Questions at 7:00
February 11th-Worship and Music Meeting at 7:00
February 15th-Reopening Meeting at 7:00 –All Invited for Questions and Conversation
February 16th—Council Meeting (Council will meet on the third Tuesday of the month)
February 21st-Congregation Meeting following Worship-Final discussion and vote on the
Constitution

Small Group Transition Meetings:
February 3rd
February 8th
February 9th
February 17th
February 22nd

12 Noon
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
1:30 PM
5:00 PM

Church Services
Sunday Mornings at 9:30 AM February 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th
Ash Wednesday 7:00 PM
Mid-Week Lenten Services 7:00 PM February 24th, March 3, 10, 17, 24
Palm Sunday March 28th at 9:30 AM
Easter Sunday April 4th at 9:30 AM
CONGREGATIONAL TOWN HALL

February 28th following Worship—HOLY HISTORY EVENT
CHECK YOUR WEEKLY EMAILS FOR ADDITIONS TO THIS LIST OF DATES!
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RECIPES OF THE MONTH
GRANOLA
Carol Bruce
7 cups of gluten free old fashioned oatmeal
1 cup each of chopped walnuts and slivered almonds-or what
ever variety to make 2 cups
1 cup of coconut toasted
1 cup each of pepitas and sunflower seeds-unsalted if possible
1/2 cup oil of your choice-I use safflower oil
1 cup dark maple syrup
Mix this thoroughly. Place on 2 large baking sheets with sides.
Place in oven at 250 degrees and bake for 45 minutes. Stir
and then set timer for another 45 minutes. Check the degree
of browning. You may need more time depending on your oven.
The granola should be golden but not dark.
Cool thoroughly. Place granola back into a large bowl and add
dried fruit such as cranraisins, raisins, diced dates etc. Total
the amount to about 1-2 cups. Store in an air-tight container.

TURKEY TORTELLINI TARRAGON SOUP
Sandy Colpitts
5 cups kitchen stock
2-2 1/2 turkey or chicken (meat from 3 lb or chicken, cut up
2 medium onions’
4 medium carrots
3 medium cloves of garlic, crushed
12 ounce cheese totellini, cooked and drained
Salt and pepper to taste
1 1/2 teaspoons tarragon
Add carrots, onions, garlic, chicken/turkey, salt and pepper to chicken stock. Simmer until
carrots are tender. Add tarragon. Add tortellini last. Best if left to sit in the refrigerator
overnight.
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397

PASTOR:
Pastor Maria J. Hammons
Intentional Interim Pastor
pastormhammons@gmail.com
Ministry Conversations: 860-443-0678
Pastoral Emergencies: 860-440-7366
OFFICE MANAGER:
Jo-Ann Formica
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org
MINISTER OF MUSIC
Melissa Cheyney
SUPERINTENDENT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL:
Alice Ruppar

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Lynne Matteson
Lpm18@att.net
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Russ Bengston
rbengt@sbcglobal.net
COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Jerry Vaillancourt
Jerryvaillancourtct@gmail.com
TREASURER:
Tom Grottke
Tom.Grottke@crowe.com
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Mary Procyk
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org

