
MARCH 2021               ISSUE 79                VOLUME 3 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE 



MARCH 2021                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traveling Our Lenten Journey 
 

But as for me, my prayer is to you...  at an acceptable time, O God, 
in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.     Psalm 69:13 

 
Somehow the too often gray and gloomy days of February and March seem to fit our Lenten time of self 
-reflection and repentance. Just as we know that it is only after we endure winter, that spring will come, 
Lent reminds us that we need time for reflection to find renewal. That it is only through death that we 
can experience resurrection. 
 
Last night, we gathered as a faith community for our Ash Wednesday Service. We made our confession 
before God and one another and we shared a special time of repentance. We heard sacred music that 
touched our hearts and were assured that God not only forgives but forgets our sins – blots them out and 
gives us a clean slate. And, with that, we began our Lenten journey.  
 
Christians across the globe have many practices and traditions to explore and experience our faith in a 
more focused and tangible way during Lent. 
 
One Lenten practice is making time for intentional self-examination. Time to reflect on what might be 
standing in the way of our building a closer, more faithful relationship with God. With our busy lives 
this time may not be easy to find, but perhaps you have a few minutes early in the day before your crazy 
schedule begins, or some alone time as you drive, or a quiet moment in the evening. It doesn’t matter 
how long or how often, only that it’s a time of faithful reflection - a time to talk with and listen to God.     
 
Another Lenten practice is fasting. Fasting can take many forms. Some people “give up” something - 
from chocolate to a bad habit –as a sacrifice. Others give up a regular splurge - like their daily trip to 
Dunkin Donuts - and give the money to their church, or to a charity that works against injustice - like 
ELCA World Hunger or the ASPCA. Others may “do” something to grow their faith - like daily devo-
tions or Bible study - or do a random act of kindness. Whatever is meaningful to you, the idea is to use      
it to help us remember what Jesus did for us - his sacrifice of love - and to give thanks. 
  
Finally, Lent is a season of heartfelt prayer. Throughout your St. Paul’s history - from the prayers of the 
saints who laid the corner stone of your building … to the prayers of the saints who have gathered in this 
place throughout the years … right up to your prayers – the prayers of today’s saints … St. Paul’s has 
had prayer at its foundation.     
 
 
 
 

        Continued on the next page 

 

FROM THE 
PASTOR 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR, CONT’D 
 
So perhaps this Lent, as you pray for the future of St. Paul’s, you can also pray for God’s holy global 
Church - with all of its varied denominations. Pray for an end to divisions and for unity in service to 
those in need. Pray for our New England Synod Bishop and Staff as they do their best to support us. Pray 
that the Church - local and global - be a place where all are welcomed, where people grow in faith and 
share their God-given gifts for the sake of the church and the world – so all may come to know God’s 
amazing grace & love. 
 
I hope you are able to make time to explore ways to more fully experience your Lenten journey this year, and to 
find one that is especially meaningful for you.  Embrace it as a holy gift, a blessed opportunity to deepen your 
relationship with our God of mercy and love.  
 

With prayers for the journey 

Pastor Maria 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 

       On Sunday, March 7th, at 9:30 a.m. we will gather on zoom as we usually do for worship.  
       Lynne will welcome and gather us together, and then we will watch a special Lenten      
       Worship Service created by our New England Synod Bishop, Staff, and colleagues.  

 

       Following the Service we will remain for coffee hour and will talk about what we heard  
       in the message and how we think it might speak to our St. Paul’s Congregation. 

 

       We’ll be using the same zoom link as our regular Sunday Worship Services. 
 

We hope you will join us! 
St. Paul’s Worship & Music Ministry Team 

 

Sharing a Special New England Synod 
Lenten Worship Service 

 

Sunday, March 7th  9:30 a.m. on Zoom 



MARCH                             
GOSPEL READINGS 

 
 

March 7th: 
 John 2: 13-22 
 
  
March 14th: 
 John 3: 14-21 
 
 
March 21st: 
 John 12: 20-33 
 
   
March 28th: 
 PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 Mark 14:1— 15:47 
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GOD’S PEOPLE IN SERVICE               
THIS MONTH                                                    

 

(Reader for Lesson and Prayers) 

 
March 7th: 
  Service Shared by the                    
  New England Synod 
  
March 14th:  Carol Bruce 
  
March 21st:  Susan Agne  
  
March 28th:  Palm/Passion Sunday 
          To Be Announced 
 
April 4th:    Easter Sunday 
    Patty Bengtson 
  

 

LEADING OUR WORSHIP        
SERVICES IN MARCH                    

 
  

March 7th: 
 Pastor Maria 
 
 
March 14th: 
 Pastor David Grafton 
 
 
March 21st: 
 Pastor Maria 
 
 
March 28th: 
 Pastor Maria 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Palm Sunday Service is celebrated on 
Sunday March 28th.  Palms have been 
ordered and will be available for all  
parishioners to pick up at the church  
on March 26 & 27.  They will be at the 
church entrance off the driveway. If 
you can pick up and deliver palms to  
a homebound member that would be 
greatly appreciated. If you have any 
questions,  you can call Deb Howe at 
860-529-8583.  Thanks! 
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SUNDAY WORSHIP ON ZOOM 

 
We continue to take precautions to keep our congregation well and to put things in place            
for when it is safe to open. Until that time, our Sunday morning worship will be live online          
via Zoom at 9:30.  Pastor Maria will be with us on the 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays of each month 
and we will have other clergy leading our service on the 2nd and 5th Sundays. The Service is 
also recorded and posted on our YouTube channel the next day (St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
Wethersfield). The Service can be accessed using the Zoom link below. The Sunday morning 
email also includes the link and the bulletin for the Worship Service. 
 
 
Topic: St. Paul's Worship Service 
Time:  This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81792344024?pwd=RHQxQ0NEZ0NnWGVEbzhlV2dqQmY1QT09  
 
Meeting ID: 817 9234 4024 
Passcode: 440898 
 
One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,81792344024#,,,,,,0#,,440898# US (Chicago) 
+19292056099,,81792344024#,,,,,,0#,,440898# US (New York) 
 
Dial by your location     1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
 

 
Join us for a Virtual Coffee 
Hour on Zoom following our 
Sunday morning services. 

 
 

The link to the service      
can be used for                                         

the coffee hour too! 

 
 

OUR NEXT TRANSITION CONGREGATIONAL TOWN HALL  
WILL BE SUNDAY, MARCH 28TH FOLLOWING THE SERVICE. JOIN 

US FOR A CONVERSATION ABOUT CONFLICT & COMMUNICATION. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81792344024?pwd=RHQxQ0NEZ0NnWGVEbzhlV2dqQmY1QT09


MARCH 2021                                                           

TRANSITION TIMES 

Dear Friends in Christ…  
 
Our small group meetings continue and the conversations have been meaningful, helpful and fun. There are 
only a few meetings left before we wrap things up. I hope you will join us to share your thoughts, hopes & 
fears (see separate article with dates & times). In this time when we are all isolated from one another, this is a 
great way to be in fellowship with your faith community and have your voice be part of the transition process.  
 

A special note for those who don’t use zoom… 
We wish you were able to join us and hope these articles help you feel like you are  

at least somewhat in the loop. Please let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Now that we’ve started our small group meetings, I wanted to also remind you of some of the thoughts shared 
by parishioners at our Congregational Transition meeting. At that meeting, we began the conversation about 
your hopes and dreams, concerns and fears – for St. Paul’s future. This conversation now continues in our 
small groups. I’ll put together a complete summary to share with you after the meetings are complete – but 
here is some of what I’ve heard.  
Worries: 
 

 1. Volunteers  
 -   Need more parishioners involved in ministry 
 -    Specific, personal “asks” work better than general advertising 
 -    Encouraged by new members volunteering 
 -    Committees or Ministry Teams  

• Short term commitments 
• meet as needed, rather than monthly 

 
 2 .Parishioners who don’t use technology 

•     How to connect during Covid (currently mailings, phone calls) 
• Need to stay connected after covid (continue zoom worship & meetings, phone calls, DVDs, gift 

cell phones so they can participate) 
 

 3.Worship & Technology 
•     How do we get more people to attend zoom service & participate? 
•     Continue zoom; possible live stream; hybrid model  
•     This isn’t just for covid… this is the future 
•     Choir-when will it be safe again to sing? 

Fears:  
COVID - Afraid that people who haven’t been participating in Zoom have fallen out of the habit of wor-

ship and may not come back even when we reopen. 
Hopes:  

Lay Leadership 
•      CAT: congregation is Pastor-centric 
•      Since pastor’s retirement lay leaders have stepped up 

 
               Continued on next page 



MARCH 2021                                                           

Hopes, Cont’d: 
 

•      Want to grow that lay leadership; help people identify their gifts 
•       Partnership between pastor & laity 

 
2. Robust Adult Faith Development program 
 
3. Build/Engage children and youth programs 

 
4. Combining Churches in Decline 

 
Dreams: 
 

1. Further improve building Accessibility 
 

2. More people will join with us post-Covid 
 

3. We will grow & THRIVE, not just survive; 
           still together to celebrate 100th anniversary 
 
 
Our next monthly congregation meeting for February isn’t until the 28th when we’ll be having our “Holy His-
tory” event. Unfortunately, we’ll need to send the March newsletter out by then – so I won’t have an oppor-
tunity to give you highlights of how it goes and what we learn until next month’s newsletter.  I hope you will 
have joined us on February 28th!   
 
Then … please join us for our next Special Congregational Transition meeting on Sunday, March 28,  
immediately following our 9:30 a.m. Worship Service on zoom. 
  
I know that our lives are very busy and this time of COVID is both strange and complicated – but I truly hope 
that you will join your St. Paul’s church family for these meetings so we can hear your thoughts. Your voice 
is important. As time goes on, I hope you feel it has been a worthwhile time of congregational reflection that 
leads to a better idea of who you are called to be as a faith community, and what kind of partner you want to 
call as your next pastor.  
 
We trust in God’s faithfulness and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide us.     

 
With prayers for the journey! 

                 Pastor Maria 

 

 

 

 

TRANSITION TIMES, Cont’d 

 

I know not the way God leads me, 
but well do I know my Guide. 

Martin Luther 
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Our small group transition meetings continue, but there are only a few dates left in early March.   
Please indicate your interest in attending a particular meeting by emailing Pastor Maria  

at pastormhammons@gmail.com.   
 

            Mar 1, Monday   7:00 p.m. 
        (Special meeting for young adults) 
 
Mar 2, Tuesday  11:00 a.m. &  7:00 p.m. 

 
The goal of these meetings is to provide informal opportunities for parishioners to share their hopes and con-
cerns, about the future of St. Paul’s. This is an important conversation to have during our transition journey. 
And the more of you who actively participate, the better sense we will have as to where St. Paul’s might be 
called - today and for the future. 
 
Think about these things - What gifts has God given the St. Paul’s faith community?  What makes you unique 
as a congregation … and what mission could grow out of that uniqueness? How would you like to be known in 
your local community?  What dream would inspire and energize you as a congregation? If we are able to faith-
fully “dream” - trusting God to lead us – it will help define your identity as a congregation and your faithful 
purpose - your Why - in the world. It also helps you to call a pastor who shares your passion, embraces your 
vision/mission, understands your challenges, and compliments your gifts.     
 

 

 
Zoom Link 

 

Topic: Small Group Transition Meetings 
Time: This is a recurring meeting Meet anytime 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88150716706?pwd=UzBOdkZ4RWIvOThwYTZrY1lFNldMUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 881 5071 6706 
Passcode: 894516 

 
 

Join us for these conversations. 
 

Make sure you have  
a voice in the process. 

 
 

Small Group Transition Meetings 

mailto:pastormhammons@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88150716706?pwd%3DUzBOdkZ4RWIvOThwYTZrY1lFNldMUT09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw32-m6N15P6HF0RDEucRHez
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Transition Process Timeline 2020-2021 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Wethersfield Connecticut 

 

October 25  Congregational Town Meeting (following worship on zoom)  
Detailed Explanation of Transition Process; Q&A 
General Description of Call Process 

 

November 22  Congregational Town Meeting     
Beginning of Conversation - Where is God Leading Us? 
Sharing our Hopes & Dreams … Concerns & Fears 

 

December  Merry Christmas!  God bless us, everyone! 
 

January 2021  Council meeting – approve Transition Team  
Commission Transition Team at Worship on February 7th 
 

January 17  Congregational Town Meeting 
Let’s talk about the CAT … What does it tell us?  What do we need to do? 

   

January - March Small Group meetings (over zoom) 
 

February 28  Holy History Event   
   

March 21   Conflict & Communications Conversation (follow-up meetings as needed)  
 

April    Herding CATs … Let’s Check for Change 
 

April 25  Summary of Hopes-Dreams/Concerns-Fears – Where are we now? 
God’s Leading Conversation 
CAT retake & explanation; Parishioners begin to fill out CAT 

        - provide opportunities on Sunday mornings during fellowship time,   
            both online & paper, with assistance available (Transition Team will  

      enter data from paper submissions) 
    - about 100 questions, takes approximately 20 minutes; allow an hour 

 

May   Council meeting – approve Call Committee  (Commission May 23rd)                           
 

May 9   Last day for CAT input; send to Holy Cow – results to Synod                          
 

May 23  Pastor Sara Anderson, Associate to the Bishop 
CAT Interpretation  
Detailed explanation of Call Process (Q&A) 
Meeting with Call Committee & Council 

 

June 6   Bishop Hazelwood Visit – Q&A 
 

June 13  Congregational Gathering – Pulling it all together  (lunch provided)  
Critical for all; especially Council, Transition Team, Call Committee        

   9 a.m.-12 p.m.    MSP Workshop to begin writing Ministry Site Profile (MSP) 
Transition Team begins writing MSP using group MSPs & CAT;                    
draft to be completed & to Council in ~2 weeks 

 

June xx  Special Council Meeting with Transition Team to discuss/approve MSP 
 

June 27  Special Congregational Meeting    (lunch provided; One Service Sunday) 
Presentation of MSP to Congregation for Discussion/Vote 
Financial Discussion regarding New Pastor Package 

 

June 28  Ministry Site Profile sent to Synod to begin Call Process Candidate Search 

St. Paul's Transition Team works with Pastor Maria to help plan/organize transition events, attend congrega-
tional transition meetings as observers and notetakers, and help draft the Ministry Site Profile to present to Coun-
cil.  St. Paul's Transition Team members are Carol Bruce and Joy Hansen.  



MARCH 2021                                                        

 

St. Paul’s Mid-Week Lenten Services 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.  on Zoom (link on next page) 

February 24, March 3, 10, 17 and 24 
Theme: “Hope” … Time of Sharing & Prayer 

+ St. Pauls’ Holy Week Services + 

 

Palm & Passion Sunday 
 

March 28 9:30 a.m. 

Maundy Thursday, April 1  
 

7:00 p.m. Special Service with Holy Communion 
 

(The Stripping of the Altar will follow the Service) 

 Good Friday, April 2  
 

     7:00 pm      Special Good Friday Service 

 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
 

10:00 a.m.  Celebratory Service of Holy Communion 
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St. Paul's Mid-Week Lenten Worship Services 
Wednesday Evenings at 7PM 

 

 Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81792344024?

pwd=RHQxQ0NEZ0NnWGVEbzhlV2dqQmY1QT09 
 

 Meeting ID: 817 9234 4024 Passcode: 440898 
One tap mobile 

+19292056099,,81792344024#,,,,*440898# US (New York) 

Don’t forget to 

spring forward on 

Sunday,  

March 14
th
! 

 

We broke ground for our Connector when Pastor Marcoux was at St. Paul’s. We all love our 

Fellowship Hall and now we can happily announce that the mortgage is paid in full!  
This is in thanks to the faithful generosity of our sister-in-Christ Lois Woy who left a wonderful 
gift for St. Paul’s. We do not owe any money to the bank!!               Hurrah and Whoopee!!! 
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At the Annual Meeting in January, a member of the congregation suggested that we, 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of Wethersfield CT, might want to consider 

leaving the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America (the ELCA).  This was, I believe, 

motivated partially by confusion over language in the proposed changes to our        

Constitution which are required by the ELCA, and partially by a lack of support that 

St. Paul’s received from the New England Synod (Synod) many years ago. 

 

This suggestion cannot be taken lightly as we are preparing to enter the call process.  

Here is a summary of the potential ramifications: 
 

If we, as a church, decide to investigate the possibility of leaving the ELCA, Pastor 

Maria will have the option of terminating our covenant as Intentional Interim 

Pastor. If she does that, the Synod may not send another pastor in her place. 

We would not be able to enter the call process this summer as we are currently 

hoping to do. 

Leaving the ELCA means we would be abandoning the tenets of our faith, the foun-

dation on which St. Paul’s was formed and has developed over the last 78 years. 

If we were to eventually decided that we do wish to leave the ELCA, Pastor Maria 

would definitely have to end her call with us. We will not be able to get ordained 

pastors from the rosters of the ELCA or any other churches with whom we are 

in full communion (e.g., Episcopal, UCC).   

 

At the Congregation Council’s February meeting, we discussed the subject of whether 

we would be interested in investigating leaving the ELCA. The subject was brought to a 

vote and the Council voted unanimously that St. Paul’s is not going to leave the ELCA. 

 

Lynne Matteson 

Council President 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
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Faith in the time of  Covid ... 
A Note from a St. Paul’s Parishioner 

 

Our church family is in the midst of a powerful and profound transformation since last year at this time.  
Leaders continue to keep us grounded in the Gospel of Jesus Christ as we, the people of St. Paul’s, carry  
out His work. 
 

Change is inevitable and here we are in the midst of great changes. Isaiah 43:19 states: 

 
Behold, I am doing a new thing; 

    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert. 

 
Our situation may not be as drastic as a river appearing in the desert, but it does feel as if we are out of our  
element; as we worship outside of our beloved church building and come together to share fellowship and 
God’s word and sacred meal over computers and on Zoom. 
 
In our small congregation, the spirit of generosity has always been at the forefront; it is what defines who we 
are. The more we give, the more we receive. The more we trust God, the more our path is clear and the journey 
ahead smooth.  
 
Following a council meeting recently Russ told me that, “St. Paul’s is ahead on its pledges.” I do not remember 
ever hearing that statement. Let us rejoice in the fact we are ahead on our pledges. 
 
We are ahead on more than just pledges. We are blessed by Pastor Maria as our Interim Pastor. Lynne 
Matteson our council president directs us with compassion and determination. Sue Agne works tirelessly  
on the weekly and monthly Epistle, Missy plans, schedules and performs music to inspire and engage us,  
inviting others in to share their gift of music with us. Much time is spent by Jerry on recording and arranging, 
editing and other complex actions behind the scenes prior to our church service Sunday morning. 
 
The devoted committee members of Council, Communication, Worship and Music, Food Pantry/Outreach, 
Forward Leadership, Re-opening and those entrusted to oversee our finances (Mary and our new treasurer  
Tom Grottke) are walking in the wilderness, following where God leads. We are blessed beyond measure  
and I thank God I am a part of this faith community.  
 
Everyone of St. Paul’s – we are a part of something special, something that is changing before our eyes.  
What will we become? Who will we become?  We need but to trust God and follow his path. Come and see!  
 
Thanks be to God! 
In Love, 
Patty Bengtson 
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The virtual Sunday school is continuing. The theme is Heroes of the Bible. St. Paul’s is scheduled 
to create the lesson for March 21. The theme for that day is kindness based on Jesus’ healing 
of a paralyzed man. Please contact Pastor Maria if you can help. This virtual session will continue 
through Palm Sunday. A special Easter celebration is being planned. The link for virtual Sunday 
is below: 

 

http://www.thevirtualsundayschool.com/youtube  
 
The weekly Children’s Message is posted on St. Paul’s YouTube channel on the Monday  
following our Sunday Worship service. Pastor Maria will prepare a message twice a month. 
 
 

Thank you! 
 

Kim Parsons     Julie Perry     Alice Ruppar  
 

 
DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR THE APRIL EPISTLE  

                                                                  

Articles are due by MARCH 21ST.  
Please send them to me at:                     

 

susanagne@yahoo.com 
   

Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The St. Paul’s Communication Box is located  
outside the office door in Fellowship Hall.   
Paper copies of the weekly bulletin, weekly email, 
monthly Epistle and any other correspondence  
can be found there and are updated on Thursday 
of each week.  There are also copies of the daily 
devotional booklet, Christ in our Home. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dear Friends at St. Paul’s, 
 

Thank you very much for all your  
prayers, phone calls and cards  
during my  recent illness. They  
were all very much appreciated. 

 
Bernice Noeker 
 
 

http://www.thevirtualsundayschoo.com/youtube
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                             The Food Pantry 

A Ministry of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 
This past year has been a challenging one for all of us due to  

the COVID-19 pandemic.  St. Paul’s Food Pantry has continued  

to serve and provide assistance to the community. However, it 

has seen an increase in the number of individuals and families 

that seek our assistance.  Many of those that seek our help are 

out of work and have lost their jobs. Putting food on the table  

has become a hardship. 

 

With the help of many of our church members and FoodShare, 

we are carrying on St. Paul’s commitment to help our neighbors.  

Since the COVID-19 pandemic, the Food Pantry has provided  

       7,686 meals to those in need.  That represents 854 individuals or families. 
 

Not only does the Food Pantry distribute food from FoodShare, we honor requests for  

special items such as laundry soap, bar soap, coffee and oatmeal; items not provided  

by FoodShare.  Thankfully, with the donations that we receive we are able to purchase 

these items and fulfill these requests. 
 

Special thanks to Jerry Hansen for his leadership and dedication. Thanks to the dedicated 

crew that has worked every Thursday from 8:30a.m. to 1:00p.m. working in the Pantry,  

unloading deliveries, organizing donations and distributing food requests. These special 

essential workers are: Walter Ruppar, Alice Ruppar, Jan Pergande, Russ Bengtson, Judy 

Lundin, Ellen Ouellette, Debbie Howe, George Howe, Alan Niederfringer and Carolyn 

Champagne.  A special thank you to our youth helper, Sophia Hatje, no longer able to 

help, as school has resumed.  An honorable mention to Jo-Ann Formica, for her willing-

ness to share her administrative knowledge. 
 

The Food Pantry is operating in spite of a negative cash flow; a fact many of you are  

not aware of. Any food or monetary donation, or voluntary service would be greatly  

appreciated so that we may continue to do God’s work in serving others in need.   

Thank you for your generosity. 

 

  

This month our St. Paul’s pantry 
could use donations of:  

 
COFFEE  

CANNED VEGETABLES 
SOUPS  



 

BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH 
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Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 

MARCH 2021                                                          



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 
YOUNG ADULT 
TRANSITION 
SMALL GROUP 
MTG :      
 
7:00 PM 

2 
TRANSITION 
SMALL GROUP 
MTG :      
 
11:00 AM  
7:00 PM 

3 
 
Lenten                
Service              
7:00 PM 

4 
 
FOOD      
PANTRY 
10:00-1:00 

5 6 

7 
ONLINE  
WORSHIP  
AND COFFEE                
FELLOWSHIP 
9:30 

8 
 
COMMUNICA-
TIONS MTG 
7:00 PM 

9 
 
REOPENING 
TEAM MTG 
7:00 P.M. 

10 
CONFIRMATION 
5:00 PM 
 
Lenten                
Service              
7:00 PM 

11 
 
FOOD      
PANTRY 
10:00-1:00 

12 13 

14    
Spring Ahead! 
 
ONLINE  
WORSHIP  
AND COFFEE                
FELLOWSHIP 
9:30 

15 16 
 
COUNCIL 
MEETING 
7:00PM 

17 
 
Lenten                
Service              
7:00 PM 

18 
 
FOOD      
PANTRY 
10:00-1:00 

19 20 

21 
ONLINE  
WORSHIP 9:30 
Followed by 
Congregation 
Transition 
Meeting 

22 23 24 

CONFIRMATION 
5:00 PM 

 
Lenten                
Service              
7:00 PM 

25 
 
FOOD      
PANTRY 
10:00-1:00 

26 27 

28 
ONLINE  
WORSHIP  
AND COFFEE                
FELLOWSHIP 
9:30 
 

PALM                   
SUNDAY 

29 30 31 APRIL 1ST 
 
 
 
HOLY  
THURSDAY 
SERVICE 
7:00PM 

APRIL 2ND 
 
 
 
GOOD      
FRIDAY   
SERVICE 
7:00 PM 

 

March 2021 

AT THIS TIME ALL WORSHIP AND MEETINGS ARE ON ZOOM. 



RECIPES OF THE MONTH 
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PINEAPPLE CARROT RAISIN MUFFINS 
Sallyann Wolf 
 
2 cups flour     1/2 cup raisins 
1 cup sugar     1/2 chopped walnuts 
2 tsp. baking powder                     1 (8 oz) can crushed pineapple 
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon                       2 eggs 
1/4 tsp ground ginger    1/2 cup butter 
1/2 c shredded carrots    1 tsp vanilla 
 
Combine flour, sugar, baking powder, cinnamon and ginger.  Stir in carrots, raisins and nuts.  
Separately combine undrained pineapple, eggs, butter and vanilla.  Stir into dry ingredients un-
til just blended.  Spoon into greased muffin tins.  Bake in 375 degree oven for 20-25 minutes.  
Turn out onto rack to cool.  Makes 12 muffins. 

SWEET ROLLS 
Ann French 
 
1 cup milk 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/4 cup sugar 
1/4 cup olive oil 
1 pkg. dry yeast, dissolved in warm water 
1 egg beaten 
3-5 cups sifted flour 
 
Scald milk.  Place salt, sugar, and oil in a large bowl.  Add milk and 
stir until dissolved.  Add a little flour and egg and beat.  Add yeast 
and beat.  Keep adding flour until soft dough, but not too sticky.  
Don’t knead.  Let rise until double.  If too sticky, knead a little 
flour in.  Make rolls, raise until double and bake at 375 degrees  
until golden brown. 

 

These monthly recipes are from the St. Paul’s cookbook, Taste and See that 
the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8).  If you have a recipe you would like to share in a 
coming month, please send it to me at susanagne@yahoo.com. 

 
DOES YOUR FAMILY HAVE  A SPECIAL EASTER DISH                                   

YOU MAKE EACH YEAR? 
 

PLEASE SEND IT TO ME FOR THE APRIL EPISTLE! 
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PASTOR: 
Pastor Maria J. Hammons 
Intentional Interim Pastor 
pastormhammons@gmail.com 
Ministry Conversations: 860-443-0678 
Pastoral Emergencies: 860-440-7366 
OFFICE MANAGER: 
Jo-Ann Formica 
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org 
MINISTER OF MUSIC 
Melissa Cheyney 
SUPERINTENDENT OF  
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: 
Alice Ruppar  

 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD 
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109 
860-529-5397 
 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT: 
Lynne Matteson 
Lpm18@att.net 
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT: 
Russ Bengston 
rbengt@sbcglobal.net 
COUNCIL SECRETARY: 
TREASURER: 
Tom Grottke 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Mary Procyk 
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org 
 


