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A MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

The last thing Jesus said to his disciples was that they would receive the Holy Spirit.  We are blessed 

that that is exactly what is happening to us here at St. Paul’s. 

 

We are approaching the end of a long, transformative journey.  I was reminded of that when Pastor 

Jonathan Westerlund attended our September Council meeting and remarked how vibrant St. Paul’s is as 

a community… the energy, the positivity, and the many things that are happening.  In his role working 

with Lutheran churches in transition, Pastor Jonathan is used to seeing congregations facing mergers or 

even closing.  He was encouraged in hearing how much we have done to keep everyone as connected as 

possible with almost daily emails and weekly mailings to those without computer access; worship via 

Zoom, YouTube, and now in-person; and plans for live-streaming of worship services. 

 

Since the pandemic began, we have had only one Sunday without a rostered leader leading our worship 

services…  and that one Sunday was because of a medical emergency in a pastor’s family.  That will con-

tinue as we welcome back Pastor Stephanie Smith of Cathedral in the Night, Pastor Bob LaRochelle, 

and the Rev. Dr. David Grafton in October.   

 

In November, we will welcome Pastor Les Swenson who will be presiding over worship services, providing 

on-call pastoral services, and attending Council meetings until we call our next pastor. 

 

Thanks to Pastor Maria Hammons’ guidance, we are poised to call our next pastor and, at the time of 

this writing, the Call Committee has received the name of a candidate to meet with.  Perhaps this per-

son will become our next pastor.  Or maybe it will take a little longer.  Either way, St. Paul’s is in a good 

place right now. 

 

A working group has been developing a budget for 2022.  It will look similar but there will be increases 

in some areas.  For example, the pastor’s compensation package will be greater than what we have been 

accustomed to.  There are also maintenance items that have been deferred for some time and should to 

be addressed soon.  Although we have received some significant donations due to the tremendous gener-

osity of a handful of people, we need to dig deep to try to meet the budget without dipping into our sav-

ings. 

 

In October, you will be receiving the Stewardship/Pledge package.  I ask you to give prayerful consider-

ation in determining what you will pledge for 2022.   

 

                       Continued on the next page 
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In addition to monetary support, we need YOU!  There are many opportunities for you to contribute your 

time and talents as well:   

Would you be willing to read lessons and prayers during worship (contact Sue Agne) or to help with 

altar guild (See/talk to Debbie Howe).   

If you would be interested in coordinating coffee hour after worship or being a contact for groups/

persons interested in renting our facility, please get in touch with Lynne Matteson.   

We are also need volunteers to help with recording (and soon, live-streaming) our worship services – 

please reach out to Jerry Vaillancourt if you might like to help in this area.   

We are looking for people to help with maintaining our beautiful property as well.  There will be clean-

up days (for indoor and outdoor projects) scheduled in the near future.  Watch for more infor-

mation. 

 

The ELCA’s motto is God’s Work, Our Hands.  The Holy Spirit has been using our hands here at St. 

Paul’s for the last 78 years.  Let’s keep working together in God’s name for many more years to come.  

 

       In Jesus’ Name, 

        Lynne Matteson  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT, cont’d 
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St. Paul’s Flower Chart  
 

There are still flower chart openings for 
many Sundays in 2021. Flowers are $50 
for the two altar bouquets and come from 
the Flower Box Florist in Wethersfield.  
Please remember to fill out a form when 
you sign up stating who is giving the  
flowers and how you would like it to read 
in the bulletin. 
 
Call Deb Howe if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

    

ATTENTION!! 
 
Plans are in the works for St. Paul’s Christmas 
giving. Stay tuned for more details in the   
November Epistle. Get into the ‘GIVING 
MODE! 
 
Joan Kratzer  
 
 
 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS                         
 

Please note the small change in Jo-Ann’s 
office hours. Jo-Ann will be in the office: 
 
TUESDAYS:   9:00—1:00 
WEDNESDAYS:  9:00- 1:00 
THURSDAYS: 9:00—1:00  
 
 

  OCTOBER GOSPEL READINGS 
 

October 3rd:   Mark 6: 30-44 

October 10th:  Mark 10:17-31 
 
October 17th:  Mark 10:35-45 
 
October 24th: Mark 10:46-52  
 
October 31st John 8:31-36 
 REFORMATION DAY   
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Pastoral Call Committee Activity 

 
 
As you probably know, the Call Committee is responsible 
for evaluating candidates interested in the pastoral   
vacancy at St. Paul’s.  To that end it is working closely 
with Pastor Sara Anderson of the New England Synod to 
find our next leader.  This exciting process starts with 
a search of the national roster of Lutheran pastors 
maintained by ELCA. In this listing, ELCA pastors 
may indicate a desire to receive a new call.  Pastor Sara 
serves as a liaison: she finds candidates  who may 
be interested in a new call within New England, evalu-

ates their suitability for us, and then passes the candidate’s detailed history to  the Commit-
tee.  The committee then may begin a conversation with the candidate, consisting of a virtual 
meeting (via Zoom), followed by live meetings.  If she or he appears to be a good match, the 
Committee informs the St. Paul’s church council and an invitation to meet the congregation is 
extended. We have just met the very first candidate and have begun the evaluation process. It 
is very early, so stay tuned for news of the outcome!  

 
ARTICLES FOR THE                                  

NOVEMBER EPISTLE are due                     
by OCTOBER 24TH.  

 
Please send them to me at:                     

 

susanagne@yahoo.com 
   

Thank you! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RECYCLED BOTTLE COLLECTION 
 

Thanks to all who continue to support our youth 
by donating bottles for recycling.  A special 
thanks to Bill Fischer, Sr. who continues to 
faithfully return the bottles to the store for 
funds that can then be put in the account to 
ease the expenses for our youth program          
including a trip to the National Youth  
Gathering next year.  *Please be sure to donate 
bottles and cans that will be recognized and 
easy to return.  Thank you!! 
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ST. PAUL’S ALTAR GUILD 
MEN AND WOMEN VOLUNTEERS WELCOME! 

 
 
A special way to serve the Lord and the church is through the participation of prepar-
ing the altar for weekly worship. Altar Guild members are given this important and 
meaningful responsibility. 
  
Worship service preparations include: Filling the altar candles with oil, readying the 
altar table with the communion vessels, paraments, linens (this can be done ahead of 
Sunday). Before Sunday service, bread and wine are placed on the altar and trays 
are set out with prefilled wine or juice sets for the  parishioners. Also the altar flowers 
are placed in their brass vases in the sanctuary.  
 
At the end of the service, the communion vessels are removed from the altar, cleaned 
and put away in the sacristy. The linens are folded and put away (unless they need to 
be taken home, washed and ironed).The altar table is cleaned and covered with a 
cloth. The flower arrangements are placed in containers for the donor to take or      
donate. This is just an idea of our duties for worship services, but we are also very 
busy during the holidays, especially Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter and extra help 
at this time is always appreciated. 
 
We have worked in pairs or individually, whatever the preference.  If you have some 
time to help with Altar Guild’s ministry, please give prayerful thought to volunteer. We 
would especially appreciate new members at this time. More members make a lighter 
schedule for each of us.  Give me a call or e-mail me with questions you have about 
volunteering.    
 
Peace & Blessings 
Deb Howe 
Altar Guild Coordinator 
860-690-9883   deborah.howe@snet.net     
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ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
 

On Sunday, November 7th, we will celebrate All Saints Sunday at our service at 9:30 AM.  The 
service will be in honor of those who have passed away since November 2020.  If there is a 
friend or relative you wish to remember who has passed away in the last year, please write 
their name along with your name (so we can verify spelling) on the sheet provided in Fellowship 
Hall by October 31st.  You may also call the church office to add a name to the list.  These 
names will be read during the service on All Saints Sunday. 
 
Once again this year, if you would like to place a white rose near the altar on All Saints Sunday 
in memory of ANY loved one who has died (not just in the last year), a white rose wrapped with 
greens and baby’s breath will be available for $6.00. Money to cover the cost of each rose can 
be placed in the church offering plate or given to Jo-Ann in the office-please be sure to label 
the envelope with the giver’s name.  Please call Deb Howe or speak with Jo-Ann in the church     
office if you have any questions. 
  

 

 

STOP AND SHOP CHOOSES TO HELP                                                          
OUR FOOD PANTRY ONCE AGAIN 

 
 
For the month of November 2021, St. Paul's Food Pantry has been selected to receive a $1 donation for every 
$10.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker (pictured below) sold at the store located at 206 
Kitts Lane, Newington CT. 
                                                                  .  
 

 

Look for the bouquets with the red 
circle sticker pictured here to make 
sure it is a Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet 
that will benefit your organization   
upon purchase 
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With Heartfelt Thanks! …  from Pastor Maria 
 
I want to thank everyone who helped organize, set-up and clean-up – as well as all who attended - my wonder-
ful farewell lunch! In this crazy time of covid – I was so moved that you took the time to plan such a lovely 
gathering and I’m’ thankful that Mother Nature gave us such a beautiful day. I felt honored and blessed to see 
so many of you there – especially at this time.  
My only regret is that I didn’t have a chance to spend time with everyone. There is so much I want to say to 
each of you – to thank you for …   

opening yourselves up to this transition journey - even if you were reluctant sometimes �    
trusting me to lead you, challenge you, walk with you and care for you …  
sharing your God-given gifts & time with me to do this important work as a congregation, especially during a 

year that was complicated in every way due to the pandemic … 
and, most importantly, for inviting the Holy Spirit to work within and among you, leading you to a vision of 

the future that takes St. Paul’s into the community & into the world as the hands, feet and voices of Jesus!  
I will be watching as you live into the incredible potential you have been given and make a faith-filled dif-
ference in Wethersfield and beyond!   

 

Finally, I thank you from the bottom of my heart for your generous, thoughtful, and meaningful gifts on my 
farewell Sunday.  I will cherish them all more than you know. 
 
  

          As always … with prayers for the journey!   

                              Pastor Maria  

 

 

 

A NEW NAME FOR AN IMPORTANT MINISTRY AT ST. PAUL’S 
 
Our ladies group met on a Wednesday in September and we discussed a new name that would include as 
many as we could. We decided to call our Wednesday morning group ‘Talent Ministry”,  as a way of open-
ing up our group to anyone with a talent, in crafts that could benefit the church charities plus being in a com-
munity setting.  Anyone who likes woodworking, gardening, etc. could come and have their lunch with us at 
noon, men included! 
 
We meet on Wednesdays as it is better for the food pantry crew.  The time is 10:00-2:00 PM. Bring your own 
lunch-we eat at 12 noon. 
. 
We have a room chuck full of craft supplies that need to be used.  Hopefully we may see a Church Fair in the 
near future.  Bring your ideas and talents! 
 
Thank you and Blessings to All.    
 
Carole,  Talent Ministry 
 
 



 

BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH 
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - OCTOBER 2021                    

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 

OCTOBER 3RD:  
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Stephanie Smith    
READER/PRAYER LEADER: Irene Braren 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR:    George and Deb Howe 
COUNTER:             Mary Procyk 
 
October 10th: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Robert LaRochelle 
READER/PRAYER LEADER: Sue Agne 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR:    George and Deb Howe 
COUNTER:             Mary Procyk 
 
October 17th: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Robert LaRochelle 
READER/PRAYER LEADER: Missy Cheyney 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR:    George and Deb Howe 
COUNTER:             Mary Procyk       
 
 
October 24th: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor David Grafton 
READER/PRAYER LEADER: Carol Bruce 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR    George and Deb Howe 
COUNTER:             Mary Procyk 
 
October 31st: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Robert LaRochelle 
READER/PRAYER LEADER: Carol Bruce 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR    George and Deb Howe 
COUNTER:             Mary Procyk 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

3 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 

4 5 6 
TALENT  
MINISTRY  
MEETING    
10:00 AM 

7 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

8 9 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

10 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 

11 12 
PARISH            
ADMIN 
5:00PM   

13 
TALENT  
MINISTRY  
MEETING    
10:00 AM 

14 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

15 16 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

17 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 

18 19 
COUNCIL 
MEETING 
7:00PM 

20 
TALENT  
MINISTRY  
MEETING    
10:00 AM 

21 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

22 23 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

24 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 

25 26 
WORSHIP & 
MUSIC MTG 
5:00 PM 

 

27 
TALENT  
MINISTRY  
MEETING    
10:00 AM 

28 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

29 30 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

31 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 

      

October 2021 
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OCTOBER 2021 

 
 
 
 
PASTOR: 
We are in the Call Process.                                                    
For Pastoral Care from 9/1-10/31: 
Please call Pastor Jonathan Westerlund at                           
(631) 903-1206  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 
Jo-Ann Formica 
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org 
 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: 
Melissa Cheyney 
 

SUPERINTENDENT OF  
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: 
Alice Ruppar  
 
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD 
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109 
860-529-5397 

 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT: 
Lynne Matteson 
Lpm18@att.net 
 

COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT: 
Russ Bengtson 
rbengt@sbcglobal.net 
 

COUNCIL SECRETARY: 
Jerry Vaillancourt 
jerryvaillancourtct@gmail.com 
 

TREASURER: 
Tom Grottke 
tgrottke@att.net 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Mary Procyk 
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org 
 


