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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SWENSON
Advent’s Blue Highway
In a world that has now barreled through Thanksgiving on a mad dash straight toward Christmas, we are invited to take a road less traveled in the coming weeks. Call it a blue highway.
Remember blue highways? Some of you will remember at least. They were the roads colored blue on those
old gas station road maps — the ones that, once they were unfolded, hardly ever got folded back to the way
they came. The blue highways were the back roads — winding, slow, necessarily unhurried, sometimes quite
narrow, demanding patience, urging us to look closely and take in the beauties and curiosities of the landscape, awakening us to the unexpected, taking us through oft forgotten places. Even today they remain far
more interesting, those blue highways, than those multi-lane highways that sweep us far too swiftly through
the land.
The church has a name for the blue highway that wends its way toward Christmas. It’s called Advent. It began Sunday, November 25.
This blue highway does its best to prevent any mad dash to Christmas. There are detours and unexpected
turns along the sometimes bumpy way, interrupted by occasional notes of surprise and joy. In the days ahead
we’ll be led out into the wilderness where our ears will be left ringing by the thundering voice of John the Baptist warning us to get our acts together, our crooked ways straight, and our hearts open to the life transforming power of a Savior who’s going to slip into our lives with a love so wide, so deep, so great you’ll never really
be able to measure or contain it.
We’ll travel to still, silent places of prayer, to places where unimaginable news bursts out
and visions of a world turned upside down burst out into song — visions of the lowly lifted up, the powerful
knocked right off their high horses, and the poor sitting down to a feast like no other and the arrogant rich left
in the cold.
This journey on the blue highway is not so much accompanied by happy carols but by songs of longing, of
hope and expectation which serve as a fitting prelude to the chorus of pure exuberance that erupts with angelic voices when the place where the highway leads us is reached. Indeed the highway on which we travel is colored blue because blue is the color of hope and expectation. It is a highway for the world we live in, a world
hungry for light to break into the darkness and anguish we are too often experiencing. While the journey may
begin in the shadows it is always leading us toward the promise of light, toward the One who comes among us
to be light — unfailing, unceasing light.
You know that deep blue color of a clear pre-dawn sky just before the sun slowly rises in the east? That’s the
color of the road before us calling us into the light no darkness can ever overcome. Blue is the color of the
highway unfolding before us leading us home to the One who comes to dwell with us in a healing mercy and
love that reaches out to bind together in peace
a terribly broken world.
Come, join the journey!

Advent and Christmas blessings to you.
With gratitude for the opportunity to be among you through these days,
Les Swenson, Stated Supply Pastor

p.s. Thanks for continuing to wear your name tags when we gather. I am eager to learn all your names but
am discovering that old formula about connecting names and faces is much more difficult these days when
more that half our faces are hidden behind our still necessary masks. Be patient. Thanks.
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St. Paul’s Covenant with Pastor Swenson
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Some Notes about the Advent Wreath…
Each Sunday of the Advent season as we begin worship, we will turn our attention to the Advent
Wreath, listen to a prayer, light a new candle, and sing the song, “Light One Candle to Watch for
Messiah.” The lighting of the wreath is a beloved tradition in the church and in many homes.
Here are some informative notes about the Advent Wreath from the ELCA Website* to help you understand its background, purpose and meaning…
The Advent wreath has its roots in the pre-Christian practices of northern Europe. People sought
the return of the sun in the dark time of the year (at the winter solstice) by lighting candles and
fires. As early as the middle Ages, Christians used fire and light to represent Christ's coming into
the world. Using this same symbolism, the Advent wreath developed a few centuries ago in Germany as a sign of the waiting and hopeful expectation of the return in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The wreath, a circle, came to represent the eternal victory over death through Jesus Christ. The evergreens were a sign of the faithfulness of God to God’s people, even in death, and the lighted candles were a reminder of the light of Christ brought into the world.
This symbolism can be just as strong for us today. As is the case with all symbols, they speak most
loudly to remind us of God's promises of life when they are drawn directly out of our daily experience and environment. One should consider using only natural materials from God's creation when
making an Advent wreath…Branches of holly, laurel, and other green shrubs, which retain their
freshness longer than pine, may also be used. The circular shape, a symbol of eternal life, is most
important. Using an alternative shape, such as a log, would diminish the meaning of the symbol,
which is no longer a circle. There is no one prescribed color for the candles, although several traditions are current. Four natural colored candles are always appropriate and symbolize the Light for
which we wait. Four blue candles matches the blue used for the season, a color representing hope…
Liturgical renewal in the last decades of this century has shifted the focus of these four weeks to one
of hope and expectation of the coming of the Christ. This hope looks forward not only to celebrating
the child in the manger, but even more to Christ’s coming in glory at the end of time–-a continuation of the eschatological emphasis of the last Sundays after Pentecost. Candles in rich royal blue
are symbolic of this hope. Coincidentally, these two colors, purple and blue, have long been associated with the same ideas: the symbolic colors of royal blood and of longing; the natural colors of
the dawn before the sun rises and the deep shades of midnight.
*See “Worship Formation and Liturgical Resources:
Frequently Asked Questions.” elca.org
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NOVEMBER GOSPEL READINGS
December 5th:

Luke 3: 1-6

ARTICLES FOR THE
JANUARY EPISTLE are due
by DECEMBER 15TH.

December 12th:

Luke 3: 7-18

Please send them to me at:

December 19th:

Luke 1: 39-45

December 26th:

Luke 2: 41-52

susanagne@yahoo.com
Thank you!

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5TH
FOLLOWING 9:30 WORSHIP
CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING
Join us to vote on the proposed 2022 budget and hear Council’s
presentation of a covenant for healthy, respectful conversations.

We received a note from Karen O’Neil,
daughter of Lillian Doerschler:
“I was visiting my mother this evening at the rehab facility and she asked
me to send you a message for the December Epistle. She would like to
thank everyone for the thoughtful cards and encouraging words that they
have sent to her. She really appreciates it.”
Lillian has a new address:
Mrs. Lillian Doerschler
McLean
75 Great Pond Road
Room 213
Simsbury, CT 06070
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Ellie tells us it won’t be too long
before this handmade quilt crafted
by the ladies of St Paul’s will be displayed in a protective frame on the
wall outside the church office. It
tells much about the history of St.
Paul’s. Wait till you see it!

An Update on Louise from her daughter Lisa:
Hi, I just wanted to send a note to let you know that my mom is doing
well at Middlewoods. She continues to enjoy many of the activities that
are offered, including tai chi! The latest news is that she became a
great-grandmother in October, with the birth of Mila. My mom met and
held her great-grandaughter earlier this month. Such a special gift for
her!
My mom also enjoyed a visit from Carol Bruce recently and thinks of St Paul's often.

ELCA Youth Gathering Overview
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA
Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and
fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged and inspired to live their faith in
their daily lives.
St. Paul's has participated in many gatherings. There are eligible youth in our congregation and
if they are interested, please let Erica DeBlois know. Her email is edeblois@333@yahoo.com
and her phone number is 860-706-9458. The deadline for early registration is approaching.
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THE FOOD PANTRY
A MINISTRY OF ST. PAUL’S
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
As the old year comes to a close, we are very thankful to Food Share and the members of St.
Paul’s congregation. Even though it has been a challenging year, St. Paul’s Food Pantry has met
every request for assistance.

Special thanks to our volunteers who give their time and energy each week to help. To our donors, your donations have been great! They fill in items that Food Share does not provide.
Many thanks to you!
Additional thanks to Jo-Ann Formica, our office administrator for all her help throughout the
year.
During the fall, the food pantry provided 4,428 meals for the months of August, September,
and October. Each week the Food Pantry is welcoming new clients from the surrounding
community.

The food pantry has served a homeless person living in a car; a few couples living in a motel who
have lost everything because of illness or unemployment; a young family who lost their business.
The stories are sad. The people are so grateful and thankful for the help they receive from
St. Paul’s Food Pantry.
Judy Lundin

AS ALWAYS, THIS MONTH THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
SOUP, ESPECIALLY WITH THE COLDER WEATHER
ARRIVING. IF YOU ARE ABLE, PICK UP A CAN OR TWO
DURING THE WEEK WHEN YOU ARE GROCERY SHOPPING.
THANK YOU!
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ANOTHER WAY TO SUPPORT OUR FOOD PANTRY
THROUGH STOP AND SHOP
Stop and Shop is thrilled to share the Bloomin' 4 Good Program, an innovative program from
Stop & Shop that works to fight hunger in our local communities. In this program, every
$10.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet sold sends a $1 donation to a hunger organization local to
the store in which it was purchased.
For the month of December 2021, St. Paul's Food Pantry has been selected to receive a $1
donation for every $10.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker (pictured below) sold at the store located at 1380 Berlin Turnpike, Wethersfield CT.

Look for the bouquets with
the red circle sticker
pictured here to make sure it
is a Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet
that will benefit your organization upon purchase.

We recently received $93.00 for our Food Pantry from this same program when we
were chosen for the month of July.

We are continuing conversations with
the present candidate under consideration for our new Pastor at St. Paul’s.
Part of our work also includes our
reading and discussion of the book
Pastor and People Making Mutual
Ministry Work. As you know, the process is confidential and we will share
more information at the appropriate
time in the process. We appreciate
the continued prayers for this work
from the congregation.

Thanks to Bill Fischer, Sr. who willingly takes all
donated cans and bottles to be recycled. And
thanks to all who contribute their recyclables to
this project. Bill is appreciative for all in our congregation who support our youth ministry in this
way. Bill shared that there are also people in our
Wethersfield community who now drop their bottles at our door in support of our work here.
THANK YOU EVERYONE!
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AT LONG LAST, THE PARKING LOT
HAS BEEN REPAVED!
The Congregation Council would like to
thank Bob Bowman for his generous
contribution that allowed this project to
happen! This generous gift is but one
example of the spirit that lives here at
St. Paul’s and will help keep us strong as
we move into the next phase of our
ministries.
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ADOPT A FAMILY WISH LIST PROJECT
The Angel Tree for giving at Christmas has been replaced with
‘Adopt A Family’ this year. Unlike last year when we gifted a
Family in our midst, we are doing it through a Salvation Army
program. A poster has been placed on our fellowship bulletin
board.
• Bring purchases back to Church UNWRAPPED with the
Sales Slips attached no later than the Sunday, DECEMBER 5th DEADLINE
• Boxes for your gifts will be in the Choir room for drop off.
Any questions please call JOAN KRATZER at 860-529-3504
Let’s make it another great giving year and buy every item on their Wish list!! Thanks, as
usual, for your prayerful support!
Love and Peace,
Joan Kratzer

December Outreach Ideas for Homeless
While traveling about we often see people holding Homeless, Hungry Signs at
Parking lot entrances, Highway Exits, etc.
If you and your family would like to put together kits, here are some ideas to have in your
cars for gifting. (The Kits are also great for others as well, dorm students, service personnel, vets, etc..)
Homeless Care Packages. (Web site:Organized 31.com)
Snack Kit-A drink, tuna or other protein, dried fruit, salty snack, granola bars,
Dry cereal, peanut butter, hard candy.
Breakfast Kit-Can or pouch of juice, dry cereal, tea bag, dried fruit, granola bars,
Peanut butter crackers or cheese crackers.
Personal Care Kit-tooth brush, tooth paste, lotion, lip balm, disposable razor,
Soap, shampoo, deodorant, carrying case for toothbrush & soap, wet wipes.
Cold Weather Kit-gloves, socks, hat, lotion, lip balm, hard candy,
wipes, peanut butter crackers, cocoa packets, tissues, drink, tuna
packet, raisins, pretzel sticks.
(Choose dark colors in hat, gloves, &socks).
A holiday greeting card is a nice touch as well.
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Order Forms will also be available
at church on Sunday Mornings.

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS
The poinsettia orders for the Christmas Memorial Garden can be dropped off at the church
office on or before December 12th. It is important that you let us know ahead of time
whether you will be taking a plant. All remaining plants will be delivered to our homebound
members. The poinsettias will be ordered from The Flower Box in Wethersfield. The cost
will be $12.00 per plant.

2021 Christmas Memorial Garden—Poinsettia Order Form
Given in memory of ______________________________________________________
Please print name(s) exactly as you want it (them) to appear
Given by ________________________________________________________________
Please print name(s) exactly as you want it (them) to appear
Please indicate with a check if you will be taking your plant __________ or would like to donate it to
a homebound member __________.
Number of Plants__________ Amount ______________________ (Note: $12.00 per plant)
Checks should be made to the order of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Memo: “2021 Christmas Memorial Garden”
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Christmas Trees From Germany—Did You Know?
Germany is credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition as we now
know it in the 16th century when devout Christians brought decorated trees
into their homes. Some built Christmas pyramids of wood and decorated
them with evergreens and candles if wood was scarce. It is a widely held belief that Martin Luther, the 16th-century Protestant reformer, first
added lighted candles to a tree. Walking toward his home one winter evening, composing a sermon, he was awed by the brilliance of stars twinkling
amidst evergreens. To recapture the scene for his family, he erected a tree
in the main room and wired its branches with lighted candles. Tannebaum is
the German word for fir tree.
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - DECEMBER 2021
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
DECEMBER 5th:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Susan Agne
Joan Kratzer
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
George Howe

DECEMBER 12th:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Patty Bengtson
Patty Bengtson
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
Mary Procyk

DECEMBER 19th:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Joy Hansen
Joy Hansen
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
Heather Christiansen

DECEMBER 26th:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Irene Braren
Irene Braren
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
Bob Bowman

December 24th
Join us for
Christmas Eve
Worship at
5:30 PM

December
26th
A Lessons
and Carols
Worship
Service at
9:30 AM
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

1

TALENT
MINISTRY
MEETING
10:00 AM

THU

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30
PM

5

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

6

COMMUNICATIONS MTG
VIA ZOOM
7:30 PM

7

8

TALENT
MINISTRY
MEETING
10:00 AM

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30
PM

12

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

13

14

PARISH
ADMIN
7:00PM

15

TALENT
MINISTRY
MEETING
10:00 AM

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30
PM

19

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

20

21

COUNCIL
MEETING
7:00PM

22

TALENT
MINISTRY
MEETING
10:00 AM

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

CHRISTMAS
EVE SERVICE
5:30 PM

CHOIR 7:30
PM

26

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

27

28

29

TALENT
MINISTRY
MEETING
10:00 AM
CHOIR 7:30
PM

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00
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PASTOR:
Interim Pastor:
Pastor Leslie Swenson
For Pastoral Care please call 860-857-9362
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Jo-Ann Formica
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Lynne Matteson
Lpm18@att.net
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Russ Bengtson
rbengt@sbcglobal.net

MINISTER OF MUSIC:
Melissa Cheyney

COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Jerry Vaillancourt
jerryvaillancourtct@gmail.com

SUPERINTENDENT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL:
Alice Ruppar

TREASURER:
Tom Grottke
tgrottke@att.net

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397

FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Mary Procyk
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org

