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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SWENSON 

Dear Friends, 
 
There’s a sweet little baptismal song in our hymnal that begins: 
I’m going on a journey, 
and I’m starting today. 
My head is wet, 
and I’m on my way. 
Christ’s mark is on me; 
it’s on you too; 
it says he loves me, 
and he loves you too! 

 (#446, ELW, words by Kenneth Larkin, music by Eddie Bonnemere) 
 
While it was written to be sung at the celebration of baptism, it at the same time serves as a 
helpful reminder of the journey that opens before us as we emerge from our baptismal waters, 
a journey of following in the way of Jesus, a journey of trust and daring, a journey of constant 
seeking, learning, growing and serving in faith, a journey of perpetual wetness, always bathed in 
the promise of God’s love. 
 
It is also a journey often shrouded in confusion, doubt and uncertainty, of more wrong turns 
and running into detours and dead ends than we can count.  It is easy to find ourselves lost 
along the way.  Sometimes, caught up in our self-confident, self focused paths, we don’t even 
realize how lost we’ve become. 
 
And then comes Lent. 
 
For if anything, Lent is an invitation to be renewed along the way, or even more, to re-join the 
journey.  It is an invitation to remember our “wetness” to feel and know again the surging, life 
giving baptismal waters poured continuously over and into us by a God who will forever love us 
and never tire of welcoming us back along the way of life together in Christ.  
 
Lent leads us to the cross, a sign of suffering and death.  Yet at the same time we see in it the 
truth of a God who in an act of love beyond all measure turns that instrument of death into a 
sign of abundant and never failing love that overcomes death.  It is St. Paul who reminds us: 
“[when we were] baptized in Christ Jesus we were baptized into his death.  Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  Romans 6.3-4)  “Tree of 
Life and awesome mystery,” we will sing this season, “in your death we are reborn.” 
 
Come, join the remarkable journey of return, rebirth and renewal this Lent, and rediscover 
again and again the unsurpassable breadth and length and height and depth of the bathing love 
of Christ along the way, love that never leaves us dry.  Our heads are wet and we’re on the way. 
 
Welcome to the Lenten journey, 
Les Swenson, 
Stated Supply Pastor 
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ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT: 
 
  

We of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church believe in God’s grace given to us freely. We 
are called to faithfully follow God’s Word, sharing in the good news of this 
grace. We are to be God’s hands helping those in need—those we know, and 
those we do not know.  
 
When we say, “Here I am Lord,” we express our desire to become disciples of 
Christ, accepting the mission to do what is asked of us. Our prayer on this 
journey is to walk with faith, to love one another, to share God’s love and to 
be the hands of God. 

 
Remembering your “wetness” during Lent… 
 
We soon will begin the 40 day pilgrimage of Lent, a time of repentance, remembrance, return 
and renewal in our baptismal faith.   
 
In order to remind us of the centrality of our baptism into Christ during the Lenten season, the 
baptismal font will be placed in a prominent place at the head of the center aisle of our worship 
space. 
 
When the font finds a central place in our midst, we are invited to remember and give thanks 
for the blessing of being eternally claimed as God’s beloved people, the way our lives are joined 
in the death and resurrection of Christ and woven together with all the baptized  as the com-
munity of the living Christ in this world, a community called to daily witness to his life giving 
presence, love and justice in the world. 
 
As you approach the font when you come forward for Holy Communion (or at any time), you are 
invited to dip your fingers in the water of the font, and remember that you have been bathed in 
this gift of godly grace by making the sign of the cross on your forehead with your wet fingers, 
and whisper to yourself: “Remember _________, you have been baptized.  You are a beloved 
child of God.”   
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MARCH GOSPEL READINGS 
 

March 6th:   Luke 5: 1-11   
 
March 13th: Luke 6:17-26 
 
March 20th: Luke 6: 27-38 
 
March 27th: Luke 9: 28-36{37-43a} 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ash Wednesday Worship,                         

March 2,  7:00 p.m.,                            
Marks Beginning of Lenten Journey 

 
Readings, quiet meditation, song, confession 
and prayer, along with the cross-shaped 
tracing of ashes on the foreheads of wor-
shippers will mark the beginning of our Len-
ten journey at St.Paul’s Church on Ash 
Wednesday, March 2, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Words from the prophet Joel ring out the 
invitation to Lent on this day: “Return to the 
Lord your God, who is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger; and abounding in steadfast 
love.” 

Wednesday Evenings in Lent…Study, Prayer and Song, March 9-April 6 
 
On five consecutive Wednesday evenings during Lent, beginning March 9, we will gather for 
Bible Study at 6:15 followed by a liturgy of Evening Prayer at 7:00.   
 
Each week the Bible Study will focus on selected readings we will be hearing during the up-
coming Sunday morning.  It will be a time to listen, learn, probe, ask questions and seek new 
meaning in God’s always fresh, challenging, life giving Word.   
 
In order to better plan, please let us know if you would like to participate in the Lenten Bible 
Study by writing your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Connector or by 
emailing Pastor Swenson (pastorlrs@comcast.net).  Thank you. 
 
At 7:00 you are invited to gather in the church for a service of quiet song, readings, medita-
tion and prayer as we give thanks for Christ, the light of the world shining in and leading us 
through the darkness. 
 

mailto:pastorlrs@comcast.net
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The committee continues to work with Pastor 
Sara at the New England Synod as candidates 
become available.  As of this week, we have   
begun conversations with a fifth candidate as 
we search to find the next Pastor for St. Paul’s.  
Please keep the committee and the candidates 
in your prayers.  Our committee chairperson, 
Rick Seip, updates the congregation on Sunday 
mornings when there is news to share. 

ST. PAUL’S EASTER MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 
We are looking forward to once again having our     
memorial garden in the church on Easter Morning.  
This year the cost of the plants is as follows: 
          Tulips and Daffodils $12 
               Easter Lilies $18.   
Please write on your order form your plant selection 
of Tulips, Daffodils and/or Lilies and  the number of 
each. Forms will be available at church or in the   
weekly email. 
Orders must be in by March 21st.   
Please contact Deb Howe if you have questions.  
Thanks! 

The Talent Ministry Group will be starting 
up again on Wednesday, April 6th at 10:00 
AM.  Please join us.  We will have group craft 
projects to work on. 
 
We will also have a short business meeting to 
make plans for our next Fair.  Please bring a 
snack lunch, the beverage will be provided. 

 

FULLY WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR 
THE APRIL EPISTLE are due by 

MARCH 20TH.  
 

Please send your article to me exact-
ly the way you would like it to ap-

pear: susan-
agne@yahoo.com 
   

Thank you!                               
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FOOD PANTRY 
A Ministry of St. Paul’s Church 

 
Change was in the air….as of February 1st, 
Foodshare is known as Connecticut Food-
share.  Their ordering system has changed 
too.  It is now called Agency Express. 
 
Jerry Hansen and Judy Lundin attended 
two training classes given to all groups ser-
viced by Foodshare.  The classes were very 
informative and very helpful in learning 
their new ordering system. 
 
We look forward to another successful 
year serving our community and those in 
need. 

 

To Our St. Paul’s Family, 
 
Many heartfelt thanks for all of your pray-
ers, cards and kind thoughts following the 
recent passing of my brother Russ.  We 
both had a strong connection with St. 
Paul’s from our childhood through his   
wedding here in 1967 before moving to 
Vermont. 
During this sad time for our family, it is 
comforting to know that so many of you 
are thinking of us in such a caring way.   
 
Dick Agne 
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR FRED MARCOUX 

 
To Family at St. Paul’s, 
 
 
I want to thank you all for the many cards and messages in my 
recent loss of Lesley.  Special thanks for the beautiful flowers 
from the church choir.  Our time in Wethersfield was a golden 
time in our lives where we learned as a clergy couple the joys of 
ministry in such a loving community. 
 
For the past three years throughout all her difficulties she was so brave and always worried 
that she had become a burden for me.  However, it was an honor for me to be her caretak-
er, she was such a wonderful wife and partner for over fifty years. 
 
In writing this note I know she would have insisted that I tell you about five of the joys of 
her life-grandchildren of course.   
 
Abby who is doing her masters at James Madison U. under full scholarship and hopes to 
do her doctorate at Trinity College, Dublin. 
 
Amelia who graduated from William and Mary Magna Cum Laude all within three years 
and employed in a think tank government concern in DC. 
 
Lila is a senior in high school and been accepted at Auburn and Clemson and has yet to 
decide which one to attend. 
 
Ben, 15, and Theo, 13.  These guys are in middle school.  Where they will go is still out 
there in the future.  For now they are just enjoying being boys and all that entails. 
 
As for me, I retired as Pastor to St. Luke, Richmond this past July.  I am so fortunate to 
have both Kristen and Sara close by.  They have been so supportive even while going 
through the loss of their mother.  
 
Let us all hope and pray that this coming year will somehow find greater peace and health 
for the world. 
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DOLLS, DOLLS, DOLLS (and Bears) 
 

Beginning Sunday, March 20, 2022 and for the next two consecutive Sundays,  
St. Paul’s will have on display a beautiful assortment of Collectible Dolls and 
Bears.  These dolls and bears were gifted to St. Paul’s by a close friend of one of 
our members.  They will be on sale for a minimal cost.  The proceeds will be used 
to fund several ongoing church projects.  Please feel free to invite family and 
friends who may be interested in purchasing one of these beautiful dolls and/or 
bears.  Here are some pictures of just a few of the dolls and bears that will be 
available. 
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AS SEEN RECENTLY AROUND ST. PAUL’S 

 
INSTALLATION  

OF OUR              
CONGREGATIONAL 

COUNCIL 2022 

 
A VISIT FROM OUR                            
FORMER MEMBERS                                               

CARL AND BARBARA KJELLBERG 
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH 

MARCH 2022                                                         
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - March                          

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 

MARCH 2ND (ASH WEDNESDAY—7:00 PM SERVICE): 
PASTOR:    Pastor Swenson 
ASSISTING MINISTER: Sue Agne 
READER:    Sue Agne 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR:    George and Deb Howe 
COUNTER:    Mary Procyk 
 
MARCH 6TH: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Swenson    
ASSISTING MINISTER: Joan Kratzer 
READER:    Joy Hansen 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR:    Deb and George Howe 
COUNTER:             Mary Procyk 
 
MARCH 13th: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Swenson   
ASSISTING MINISTER: Joan Kratzer 
READER:    Joy Hansen 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar          
ALTAR:    Carol Bruce and Mary Procyk 
COUNTER:             Heather Christiansen 
 
MARCH 20TH: 
 
PASTOR:    Pastor Swenson   
ASSISTING MINISTER: Mary Procyk 
READER:    Mary Procyk 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR:    Patty Bengtson 
COUNTER:              Bob Bowman 
 
MARCH 27TH: 
PASTOR:    Pastor Swenson   
ASSISTING MINISTER: Carol Bruce 
READER:    Carol Bruce 
USHERS:    Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar 
ALTAR    Deb and George Howe 
COUNTER:             George Howe     
 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 
ASH 
WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE 
7:00 PM 
 
CHOIR 7:30 
PM 

3 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

4 5 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

6 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
AFTER    
WORSHIP 

7 
WORSHIP & 
MUSIC VIA 
ZOOM 5:00  

8 
PARISH    
ADMIN 7:00 

9BIBLE 
STUDY 6:15 
 
LENTEN 
PRAYER 7:00 
PM 
 
CHOIR 7:30 

10 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

11 12 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

13 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
AFTER    
WORSHIP 

14 15 
CHURCH 
COUNCIL MTG 
7:00 PM 

16 
BIBLE STUDY 
6:15 
LENTEN 
PRAYER 7:00 
PM 

 
CHOIR 7:30 

17 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

 
 

18 19 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

 
 

20 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
AFTER    
WORSHIP 
 

21 22 23BIBLE 
STUDY 6:15 
LENTEN 
PRAYER 7:00 
PM 

 
CHOIR 7:30 
PM 

24 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

25 26 
SALEM 
CHURCH 

27 
9:30 AM                 
WORSHIP 
 
COFFEE HOUR 
AFTER    
WORSHIP 

28 29 
COMMUNICA-
TIONS MTG 
5:00 PM 
ZOOM 

30BIBLE 
STUDY 6:15 
LENTEN 
PRAYER 7:00 
PM 

 
CHOIR 7:30 
PM 

31 
FOOD         
PANTRY   
10:00-1:00 

  

March 2022 
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PASTOR: 
Interim Pastor: 
Pastor Leslie Swenson                                                     
For Pastoral Care please call 860-857-9362 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT: 
Jo-Ann Formica 
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org 
 

MINISTER OF MUSIC: 
Melissa Cheyney 
 

SUPERINTENDENT OF  
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: 
Alice Ruppar  
 
 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD 
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109 
860-529-5397 

 
 
 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT: 
Lynne Matteson 
Lpm18@att.net 
 

COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT: 
Russ Bengtson 
rbengt@sbcglobal.net 
 

COUNCIL SECRETARY: 
Heather Christensen 
heather.christensen@combined.com 
 

TREASURER: 
Tom Grottke 
tgrottke@att.net 
 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY: 
Mary Procyk 
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org 
 


