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APRIL 2022
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SWENSON
Dear Friends,
In these days under the thick clouds of warring madness and deep divisions on too many fronts, can
there be any joy?
Joy, we discover, is often hard to define with words. It is more often deeply felt. Words can barely
measure up to the emotions. Joy rises up from occasions that arouse profound gratitude, that speak
of hope, that are embraced with the promise of abiding and enduring love. It has been said we are
created, we are born for joy.
As we now journey through the remaining days of Lent and into Holy Week, and then rise to celebrate the Great Fifty Days of Easter, we are awakened to how the church is called to be a community
of joy.
Together through the past couple weeks we have heard the yearnings of Christ, the mother hen, longing to gather all her wandering, reluctant brood under her wings where healing and joy await. We
have witnessed the prodigal father discarding all decorum in order to go out and greet his lost, wayward son back home with reckless, extravagant mercy and love, and then going out again to urge his
resistant, jealous elder son to join the party of reconciliation and rejoicing where all are welcome and
belong. The father knows and practices well the yearnings of the mother hen. Genuine homecomings spark joy.
Jurgen Moltmann, a well known theologian of our day, calls Christianity a religion of joy. In looking
especially at the days ahead as the very center of that claim, he writes: Why then is Christianity such
a unique religion of joy, even though at its center stands the suffering of God and the cross of
Christ? Because we remember the death of Christ in the light of his resurrection, and we remember
his resurrection in the splendor of the divine, eternal life that is embracing our human and mortal
life already here and now.
This is the logic of ‘how much more’ (Paul Ricouer): where sin is powerful, God’s grace is much more
powerful (Romans 5.20), for Christ has died, but how much more is Christ risen and has he overcome
death (Romans 8.38-39)! So pain too will be caught up and gathered into joy, despair into hope, and
temporal death into the joy of divine life. Pains are passing, and I hear praise everlasting.”*
Through the days ahead, come gather with the community of faith to experience this logic of “how
much more!” Take joy within the arms of the crucified-risen one who welcomes, holds and leads us
with unsurpassable love that makes all things new!
Your partner along the way,
Les Swenson,
Stated Supply Pastor
*(From essay, “Christianity: A Religion of Joy,” in Joy and Human Flourishing, Essays on Theology, Culture
and the Good Life, Miroslav Volf and Justin Crisp, editors.)
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Join the Procession through Holy Week
into the Great Fifty Days of Easter!
Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday
April 10, 9:30 a.m.

Worship begins with the blessing of the palms.
Outside in the front of church or in the Connector
(depending on the weather).
Procession into the church.
Dramatic reading of the Passion according to St. Luke.
Holy Communion.

Maundy Thursday
April 14, 7:00 p.m.

Order for Confession and Forgiveness
to complete the Lenten season of repentance, return and renewal.
We remember
Jesus’ command to love in humble service,
and the story of this holy night
when Jesus shared his last supper with his disciples,
went to the garden to pray, and then was arrested.
After sharing the Communion meal
we will witness of the stripping of the altar
and then leave the emptied worship space in silence.

Good Friday
April 15, 7:00 p.m.

Reading of the Passion according to St. John.
Bidding Prayers.
Adoration of the Cross.
Again we leave in silence, waiting for God to act…

The Resurrection of our Lord, Easter Sunday
April 17, 9:30 a.m.
Christ is risen! God has raised him from the grave!
Hymns of joy and gladness broke the silence.
Affirmation of Baptism. Holy Communion.
Come and worship!!
Bring family and friends!!
Take joy!

The Sundays of Easter
Continue through Pentecost Sunday, June 5
A fifty day celebration of new life in the risen Christ
with a continuing chorus of Alleluias and joy-filled praise!
Gather for worship weekly at 9:30 a.m..
Then scatter to practice resurrection joy every day!
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VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE DURING HOLY WEEK
APRIL 14th MAUNDY THURSDAY:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Carol Bruce
Carol Bruce
Dick and Sue Agne
George and Deb Howe
Mary Procyk

APRIL 15TH GOOD FRIDAY:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Patty Bengtson
Joan Kratzer
NEEDED
George and Deb Howe
Mary Procyk

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT:
We of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church believe in God’s grace given to us freely. We
are called to faithfully follow God’s Word, sharing in the good news of this grace.
We are to be God’s hands helping those in need—those we know, and those we
do not know.
When we say, “Here I am Lord,” we express our desire to become disciples of
Christ, accepting the mission to do what is asked of us. Our prayer on this journey is to walk with faith, to love one another, to share God’s love and to be the
hands of God.
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Living in and through a liminal season…
Perhaps you’ve heard the phrase already or we trust you’ll hear it soon, but liminal is the word to
keep in mind these days. It will be the topic of Congregation Council study and discussion, and we
hope the conversation will spread.
In Pastor Swenson’s sermon on March 20, he explained it this way:
“Liminal may sound like a foreign word, but it is not a foreign place. Liminal is a word with Latin
roots. It describes the bottom part of a doorway that must be crossed when entering a building —the
threshold that needs to be crossed from one space to another.
This congregation is in a liminal season, a time in between pastors, one foot still rooted in what was,
the other foot stepping into something yet to be defined, something not quite ready to begin. And believe me this liminal season will continue far after a new pastor arrives. For the whole Church finds
itself in a liminal time, a time of tremendous change and transformation in the whole culture, the
outcome of which, as the author Susan Beaumont says, is presently unknowable.
We need to recognize that the church of 2022 and beyond is not and will not be the church of 2010 or
1980 or 1955. There will have to be a lot of letting go of old ways, of loss and grief, and discovery of
new normals and new shapes and directions. We can’t ever think we’ve got all the answers all by ourselves. We can only hope we can ask the best questions and work together in healthy ways to discern
and discover new paths of being the living body of Christ in this world.
Liminal seasons, Susan Beaumont suggests, require we build the bridge as we walk on it. It takes patience, courage, steadfastness and trust to live in this season, but the God who calls us into it, is the
God who accompanies us through it, the God who provides water and sustenance, but no easy answers or short cuts.”
The author Susan Beaumont has written the book titled How to Lead When You Don’t Know Where
You’re Going: Leading in a Liminal Season. The Council is now being encouraged to read, study and
discuss the book. Members of the Council also participated in a webinar hosted by Beaumont on
March 29. The webinar focused on the unique leadership qualities needed in liminal seasons.
Beaumont’s book is worthy of wide readership and discussion. We invite you to pick it up, read it and
join the conversation. It will help greatly in our understanding and negotiation of the journey that is
ahead of us. Order it from your favorite book shop or through Amazon. It’s available on Kindle too.
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APRIL GOSPEL READINGS
April 3rd:

John 12: 1-8

April 10th:
PALM SUNDAY

Luke 23: 1-49
Passion of our Lord

April 17th:
EASTER

Luke 24: 1-12

April 24th:

John 20: 19-31

SUNDAY COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
We are happy that our Sunday morning coffee
fellowship has started up again. If you would
like to host on a Sunday morning, there is a
sign-up sheet hanging on the white board in
Fellowship Hall. All Sundays after April 2nd
are available. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Lundin.

Our Call Committee has been busy in March. We have had multiple zoom meetings as a
committee to prepare for our first conversations with our latest candidate. After a positive
virtual meeting, the candidate and family visited Wethersfield to learn more about St. Paul’s
and the town of Wethersfield. Rick Seip, our chairperson, has been in contact with Pastor
Sara Anderson, our liaison at the New England Synod, to follow appropriate steps as the
process moves along. Rick will update the congregation each week during Sunday announcements to keep everyone up-to-date on the status of our search. We ask for your continued
prayers for the congregation and the committee during our search. Thank you.
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THANK YOU!!!!
Thank you for everyone who donated to help Ukraine through Lutheran Disaster Response’s
Eastern Europe Crisis Response.

As of Sunday, March 27th, our special offerings totaled $4,015!
The Bake Sale brought in another $436! (Thank you to all the bakers!)
That’s $4,451 plus $3,000 in matching funds from Outreach and the Lois Woy Funds!!
WAY TO GO ST. PAUL’S!! $7,451 will make a big difference!
We will continue to accept donations and will send them periodically. The need is still there.

Missy shared a note from her neighbor who had these kind words upon hearing that St. Paul’s
is participating in the Lutheran Disaster Relief program and was holding a bake sale to benefit the fund for Ukraine. Missy read this note in church before playing the Ukranian National Anthem as the postlude on March 27th:
My Dear Missy,
Thank you and your congregation for your prayers and help for Ukraine. I am telling
my family and friends all about you. God bless you all!
Melanie
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FOOD PANTRY
A Ministry of St. Paul’s Church
St. Paul’s has benefitted from the Blooming 4 Good Program sponsored by Stop and Shop for the month of
February. A total of $102 was donated to our food
pantry from the sale of the flower bouquets.
THIS MONTH THERE IS A NEED FOR CEREAL
AND CANNED SOUP FOR THE PANTRY.

FULLY WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR THE MAY EPISTLE are due
by APRIL 20TH.
Please send your article to me exactly the way you would like
it to appear: susanagne@yahoo.com
Thank you!
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The Talent Ministry Group will be starting up again on
Wednesday, April 6th at 10:00 AM.
We have lots of 'kits' ready to be made as a group. We
would love for people to join us-we need lots more people
to be part of our group. Even if you do not think you are
“crafty” that is fine because we can always use individuals who can cut felt or fabric as well as people to glue
things together. We will show you what needs to be
done-all are easy projects!
We will also have a short business meeting to make plans
for our next Fair. Please bring a snack lunch, the beverage will be provided.

Here are a few of the
holiday projects Debbie
LePage has been working on at home. While
not the crafts the Talent Group will be working on, these definitely
help us to get excited
about our next Holiday
Fair!
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NOTES WE RECEIVED RECENTLY
This note is from Lisa Musco, daughter of
Louise Lostocco:
My mom is doing well and happy that spring has
arrived -- her favorite time of the year to
enjoy the warmer temperatures, flowers and
birds. The cold weather, however, didn't stop
her from sitting out on the front porch at
Middlewoods over the winter ... almost daily.
Teresa continues to be her amazing caregiver
at Middlewoods; for this, our family is extremely thankful.

Dear Friends at St. Paul,
As promised, the amount for St. Paul’s giving
for Adopt A Family 2021 was $451.67. A number of donations that were accompanied by a
GIFT receipt only, are not reflected. I know
for a fact that it would have been much more!
Next year I promise to be more diligent in
keeping better records! Below is a note from
the Salvation Army.
Joan Kratzer

May 7 will be my mom's 97th birthday.

January 21, 2022
Re: Adopt A Family Donation- 2021
Dear Joan and Church Family,
Dear St. Paul’s,
Thank you for your steady mission support to
the New England Synod. Your support makes
it possible to offer resources to congregations in transition, the Forward Leadership
community and mission starts here in our
synod. Thank you for your steady dedicated
leadership through transition. You remain in
my prayers.
Blessings,
Pastor Sara Anderson
Associate to the Bishop

The Salvation Army of Greater Hartford
would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for your recent participation in the Adopt
A Family this past Holiday Season. Your generosity in sharing gifts with the family you
adopted was truly a blessing. During these difficult times, this beautiful gift made Christmas a little brighter for your Adopt A Family.
Again, we express our sincerest appreciation
for your thoughtfulness and kindness. George
Elliston said, “How beautiful a day can be when
kindness touches it!” Thank you for your kindness which has touched this family. Stay safe
and healthy.
God Bless You!
Tim & Migdalia Lavenbein, Majors
Greater Hartford Area Service Coordinators
The Salvation Army
217-225 Washington Street
Hartford, CT. 06106
(860) 543-8413 ext. 109
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AS SEEN RECENTLY AROUND ST. PAUL’S

To prevent falling branches and keep
our property safe, five trees were cut
down during the month of March. All
five stumps were also ground up.These
locations will be reseeded.

The Doll Sale continues
for one more Sunday
after worship on April
3rd. Coffee Hour and
the dolls are in the
lower level of the Sunday School building.
Please speak with Judy
or Jan if you have or
you know of someone
who may have an interest in purchasing a doll.
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH

APRIL 2022
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - April
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
APRIL 3RD:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Andrea Hoslett
Carol Bruce
Judy Gerken
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
Mary Procyk

APRIL 10TH PALM SUNDAY:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Joy Hansen
Joan Kratzer
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Mary Procyk and Carol Bruce
Heather Christensen

APRIL 17TH EASTER SUNDAY:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Susan Agne
Jeanette Serafine
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Deb and George Howe
Mary Procyk

APRIL 24TH:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Joy Hansen
Joy Hansen
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Patty Bengtson
Bob Bowman

(Holy Week Schedule is on page 4)

April 2022
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
WORSHIP
EVERY
SUNDAY

3

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

THU

10 9:30 AM 11
WORSHIP

5

WORSHIP &
MUSIC 5:00
PM VIA
ZOOM

12

PARISH
ADMIN 7:00

6

TALENT
MINISTRY 10:00

BIBLE STUDY
6:15
LENTEN
PRAYER 7:00
CHOIR 7:30

13

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM

SAT

1

2

7

8

9

14 FOOD

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

MAUNDY
THURSDAY
AND GOOD
FRIDAY
SERVICES
BEGIN AT
7:00 PM

4

FRI

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

SALEM
CHURCH

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 8:00

179:30 AM
WORSHIP

18

19

20

CHURCH
TALENT
COUNCIL MTG MINISTRY
7:00 PM
10:00 AM

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30

24

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

25

26

27

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM
CHOIR 7:30

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH
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PASTOR:
Interim Pastor:
Pastor Leslie Swenson
For Pastoral Care please call 860-857-9362
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Jo-Ann Formica
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Lynne Matteson
Lpm18@att.net
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Russ Bengtson
rbengt@sbcglobal.net

MINISTER OF MUSIC:
Melissa Cheyney

COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Heather Christensen
heather.christensen@combined.com

SUPERINTENDENT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL:
Alice Ruppar

TREASURER:
Tom Grottke
tgrottke@att.net

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397

FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Mary Procyk
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org

