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OUR ST. PAUL’S CHOIR SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF
EASTER SUNDAY THROUGH SONG. WE CELEBRATE THE
SUNDAYS OF EASTER DURING MAY.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SWENSON
Dear Friends,
By the time you receive this, we are well on our way through our festive journey through the
Great Fifty Days of Easter! Yes, Easter is not simply one day of rejoicing and raising our Alleluias. It is a season of 50 days celebrating the resurrection and the dawn of a new creation in
Christ, the One who constantly breathes springtime into our suffering world.

Easter’s 50 days lead us to Pentecost (June 5) and into the life giving winds of the Holy Spirit
that gift, inform, inspire and empower our calling to practice resurrection, to be living witnesses to God’s life’s transforming mercies through every season of our lives.
As we gather on the Sundays of the Easter season, we are beginning our worship with the order for Thanksgiving for Baptism. Eastertide is a wonderful time for us to turn to this preparatory act as an alternative to the usual order for confession and forgiveness. As Lent invited us into a time of remembering, turning and returning to the roots of our baptismal faith
and to be welcomed home into the arms of the crucified-risen Christ, so now we are invited to
dwell with grateful hearts and voices in the living waters of our baptism that never fail to renew, heal, reconcile, and make life new and whole.
While the words of Thanksgiving are spoken responsively we also hear the sounds of water being poured into the baptismal font, sounds reminding us not only of the water that was poured
over and into our lives when we were joined to the death and resurrection of Jesus and into
the community of Christ at our own baptisms, but of the gift of water that brings new life,
beauty, growth and vitality into our world.
Look and listen even further and we hear God’s calling to each one of us and and to the whole
company of those bathed in God’s baptismal grace to be bold bearers of God’s life giving mercies to one another and to the whole creation. Go even deeper, listen even more intently to
the flowing waters, and we can’t help but be awakened to our responsibility to be good, wise
and courageous stewards of the waterways that enhance and enrich our lives and our life together on this little planet earth, not only in Connecticut but in the whole global village in
which all life is connected and in which supplies of water are diminishing and endangered for
far too many.
So through this glorious 50 days of Easter, let the waters flow and our praises rise in thanksgiving to the God of creation and new life. May we bathe in the promises of baptism, open our
eyes widely to the beauty and blessings of a world graced by flowing waters, and see even
more sharply and wisely our calling to be faithful caretakers of this gift without which we cannot flourish, thrive or live well.

Your partner and companion along the way,
Les Swenson,
Stated Supply Pastor
P.S. With gratitude for the ministry we have shared over the past six months and with great
anticipation that you will soon be welcoming a new pastor, I announced to the Congregation
Council at its April meeting that my last Sunday to serve among you will be Pentecost Sunday,
June 5. I look forward to celebrating the rest of the Easter festival with you in the coming
weeks.
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The Sundays of Easter
Continue through Pentecost Sunday, June 5
A fifty day celebration of new life in the risen Christ
with a continuing chorus of Alleluias and joy-filled praise!
Gather for worship weekly at 9:30 a.m..
Then scatter to practice resurrection joy every day!

The Sounds of Pentecost … Help Make Noise!
On Sunday, June 5, as we celebrate the festival of Pentecost, you are invited to help make the noise of the first Pentecost day when the Holy Spirit
breathed into the followers of Jesus and moved the Church into action.
In the Book of Acts we read: “All of them (the followers of Jesus who had
gathered in a small upstairs room in Jerusalem) were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”
Do you speak a language other than English, even in a very elemental way?
You are invited to help in the reading of part the Pentecost story in that
language. Don’t worry if your Spanish or Italian or Greek or Swedish or
French or German or Japanese or Latin or Zulu or Trukese is not perfect.
You’ll be speaking simultaneously with everyone else to make a wonderful
cacophony of sounds, just like Pentecost!
If you would like to share in this excitement of Pentecost please speak to Pastor Swenson or
Missy Cheyney, chair of our Worship and Music team, and they will supply you with the information (and the text in your language) you need. Thanks!

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT:
We of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church believe in God’s grace given to us freely. We
are called to faithfully follow God’s Word, sharing in the good news of this grace.
We are to be God’s hands helping those in need—those we know, and those we
do not know.
When we say, “Here I am Lord,” we express our desire to become disciples of
Christ, accepting the mission to do what is asked of us. Our prayer on this journey is to walk with faith, to love one another, to share God’s love and to be the
hands of God.
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And now…
The announcement everyone has been waiting
for!

On April 25th, the Council met with the pastoral candidate who was recommended by the Call Committee. (Sorry, no names yet….) We are all in agreement
that this candidate is a great fit for St. Paul’s!!
We have extended an invitation for the candidate to come to St. Paul’s for a Meet
and Greet on the evening of Saturday, May 14th. Biographical information and
the recommendation from the Call Committee will be available to read that
evening.

The candidate will then preach and preside at worship on Sunday, May 15th. The
worship service will be immediately followed by a special Congregational Meeting
to vote on the Call and compensation package.
The Council sincerely hopes that as many people as possible will be able to stop
by the Meet and Greet to meet the candidate and their family and then will attend worship on Sunday!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Saturday, May 14th
5:00pm to 7:30pm

Meet & Greet our Pastoral
Candidate and their Family

Sunday, May 15th

9:30am Worship
Special Congregational Meeting to Follow
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MAY GOSPEL READINGS
May 1st:

John 21:1-19

May 8th:

John 10:22-30

May 15th: John 13:31-35
May 22nd: John 14:23-29
May 29th

SUNDAY COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
We are happy that our Sunday morning coffee
fellowship has started up again. If you would
like to host on a Sunday morning, there is a
sign-up sheet hanging on the white board in
Fellowship Hall. If you have any questions,
please contact Judy Lundin.

John 17:20-26

HERE IS ONE OF OUR DEDICATED
GARDENERS, BOB BOWMAN,
WORKING VERY DILIGENTLY IN
OUR BACK GARDEN.
THANKS TO BOB AND TO JAN
FOR THEIR DEDICATED SERVICE
AND SHARING THEIR GREEN
THUMBS WITH US ALL!

PLEASE SIGN UP FOR ALTAR
FLOWERS AND THE ETERNAL
CANDLE ON THE CHART IN THE
HALLWAY NEAR THE COATSTHERE ARE MANY SUNDAYS STILL
AVAILABLE FOR THE REST OF
THE YEAR.
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April 2022 Food Pantry News
St. Paul’s Food Pantry, a ministry of St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church, is up and running.
There has been a change in the name and procedures for the Foodshare program to the Connecticut Foodshare program and the transition
for our Food Pantry has been seamless. We
continue to service our community members in
need. Each month the Food Pantry orders over
1200 pounds of food to keep up with community
demand. We are extremely grateful to our
church members in providing items that are not available through Connecticut
Foodshare and we are currently in need of coffee, soup, and soap bars. Thank
all of you for your continued support.

The Food Pantry Crew

Welcome to the Bloomin' 4 Good Program!
A Program to Benefit St. Paul's Food Pantry

Let's Fight Hunger Together. One Bouquet at a Time.
A Note from Stop and Shop:
We are thrilled to share the Bloomin' 4 Good Program, an innovative program from Stop & Shop that works to fight
hunger in our local communities. In this program, every $10.99 Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet sold sends a $1 donation to a
hunger organization local to the store in which it was purchased.
For the month of May 2022, St. Paul's Food Pantry has been selected to receive a $1 donation for every $10.99
Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet with the red circle sticker (pictured below) sold at the store located at 206 Kitts Lane,
Newington CT.

Look for the bouquets with the red circle sticker pictured here to
make sure it is a Bloomin' 4 Good Bouquet that will benefit your organization upon purchase
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COME AND MEET
On Sunday, May 22nd, Stephen Strand, a Thrivent Financial Associate, will be available after
the service and during coffee hour. Stephen will be sharing information about the opportunities available from Thrivent to benefit congregations. Thrivent allows each policy holder to
access up to $250 twice yearly for church sponsored events.
Please come and learn about this very worthwhile program. Our choir and Holiday Fair have
benefitted from this program.
Please contact Judy Lundin if you have any questions.

FULLY WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR THE JUNE EPISTLE are
due by May 20th.
Please send your article to me exactly the way you would like
it to appear: susanagne@yahoo.com
Thank you!

THE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE IS IN NEED OF SOMEONE TO POST ST. PAUL’S SERVICES AND EVENTS ON FACEBOOK. The team meets once a month by Zoom and is responsible for
keeping our members and friends updated on what’s coming up at
church and other information that needs to be shared. Details, pictures and other information that would be posted on our St. Paul’s
Facebook page will be provided-we are looking for someone to get the
information up for others to see on this social media site. If you
would be willing to help with this ministry, please contact one of the
team members for more information. THANK YOU!
Jerry Vaillancourt, Alex and Missy Cheyney, Sue Agne
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AS SEEN RECENTLY AROUND ST. PAUL’S

Special thanks to Jan Pergande for
organizing the beauty of the Easter
Cross and to all who brought flowers
on Easter morning.

Special thanks to Russ and Patty
for watching over the cross in
front of the church during Lent
and for Easter.
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - MAY
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
MAY 1ST:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Carol Bruce
Jeanette Serafine
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
George Howe

MAY 8TH:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Joseph Bourret
Joy Hansen
Judy Gerken
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
Heather Christensen

MAY 15TH:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

TBA
Susan Agne
Irene Braren
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Deb and George Howe
Mary Procyk

MAY 22ND:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Mary Procyk
Joan Kratzer
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Mary Procyk and Carol Bruce
Heather Christensen

MAY 29TH:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

Pastor Swenson
Carol Bruce
Carol Bruce
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Patty Bengtson
Bob Bowman
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SUN

1

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

MON

2

WORSHIP &
MUSIC 5:00

TUE

3

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
SERVICE

8

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

WORSHIP
COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP

9

16

10

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

17

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
SERVICE

FRI

SAT

5

6

7

12

13

14

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

18

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH
MEET AND
GREET OUR
PASTORAL
CANDIDATE
5-7:30 PM

19

20

21

26

27

28

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30

23

24

25

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM
CHOIR 7:30

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
9:30 AM
WORSHIP

11

CHURCH
TALENT
COUNCIL MTG MINISTRY
7:00 PM
10:00 AM

THRIVENT
VISIT

29

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM

COMMUNICA- TALENT
TIONS 5:00
MINISTRY
10:00 AM
PARISH
ADMIN 7:00
CHOIR 7:30

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
10:30

22

4

THU

CHOIR 7:30

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
SERVICE

159:30 AM

WED

30

31

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH
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PASTOR:
Interim Pastor:
Pastor Leslie Swenson
For Pastoral Care please call 860-857-9362
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Jo-Ann Formica
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Lynne Matteson
Lpm18@att.net
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Russ Bengtson
rbengt@sbcglobal.net

MINISTER OF MUSIC:
Melissa Cheyney

COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Heather Christensen
heather.christensen@combined.com

SUPERINTENDENT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL:
Alice Ruppar

TREASURER:
Tom Grottke
tgrottke@att.net

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397

FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Mary Procyk
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org

