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JUNE 2022
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR SWENSON
Dear Friends,
Some somewhat random thoughts before my last Sunday with you (Pentecost Sunday, June 5).
First, after a long time of waiting and discernment, I am thrilled for you that you have called a
new pastor. Exciting new days await as you begin your partnership in ministry with Pastor
Cummings. In the meantime, before her arrival in mid-July, I encourage you to keep her in
your prayers as she takes leave from the congregation she has served for over a decade.
Stepping away from a gathering of people you have loved, nurtured and with whom you have
built significant relationships, all while anticipating new beginnings with a new people in a new
setting always stirs a mixture of grief, anxiety, and excitement for any pastor. Pray for
healthy farewells, for graceful endings, warm welcomes and bold, Spirit-led new beginnings for
Pastor Cummings and her family.
Second, liminality. There, I said it again! Over the past few months I’ve dropped that word
and thought on you as a reminder that we live in a time of sometimes troubling and oftentimes
irritating change and uncertainty. Liminal is a Latin term that refers to the threshold , the
bottom part of the doorway, that must be crossed when entering a building. Liminal times are
times of crossing from what was and is left behind toward what is yet to come but still unknown.
While your time of transition between pastors could be considered a liminal time that called
for all the patience, determination, focus and discerning prayer you could muster, it is good to
keep in mind we live together in a much wider liminal time in the church and in nearly every dimension of our lives. We all know this is a time of great challenge, a time of change and transition that we can barely understand or measure. Deep down we know we can’t return to whatever it is that we recall as a “golden time.” The God who sings “See, I am making all things
new,” is at work doing just that. This is a time of discernment, of careful listening, of availability to the ways the Spirit is leading, a time for letting go and opening our hearts and minds,
a time to be surprised. Remember that your new pastor will not have all the answers or solutions for the days ahead. Rather pray and act that you will together form a trusting new
partnership that will lead you through the unknown and into new days, rejoicing in the way God
is making all things new and good.*
Third, thank you. Thank you for allowing me to enter into your lives and your life together. It
has been my privilege to be among you for the past seven months. This community has become
home to me. And I am grateful. We have worshipped and prayed together. We have learned
and discovered together that healthy churches struggle through difficult issues and questions
and emerge all the stronger when we see and welcome one another as God’s beloved and hold
the mission of the church and our calling to be the living body of Christ for the world at the
heart of all things. I trust that I have in some small measure helped you to step into God’s future. Please know I will cheer you on in the days ahead and will hold you in my prayers as you
move into the promises of God’s making and giving.
With gratitude and expectant prayers for you,
Les Swenson
* If you need a new word for liminality in the days ahead, try this one discovered by the ever
wise and faithful Lynne Matteson: Coddiwomple. An English slang word meaning: To travel
purposefully toward an as-yet-unknown destination. May God lead you on the way!

JUNE 2022
MEET OUR NEW PASTOR
Pastor Elizabeth Cummings was unanimously elected to be the next Pastor of
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church! Here is some information shared by the Call
Committee about Pastor Cummings who will begin here in mid-July!
Reverend Elizabeth Cummings is a native of Connecticut who grew up attending Emmanuel
Lutheran Church in Hartford. She is a graduate of South Windsor High School, and a graduate
of the University of Connecticut, where she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in psychology
in 2002. Reverend Cummings received a Master of Divinity degree from Gettysburg Seminary
in 2010. Prior to her first call as a Pastor, she served as a Vicar at Phinney Lutheran Church in
Seattle, Washington and as an Interim Seminarian for Learning and Worship in Burke, Virginia.
Pastor Cummings was called to be the lead pastor at Resurrection Lutheran Church in
Haysville, Kansas in 2010 and this is where she presently serves. Pastor Elizabeth, with her
husband and son, currently reside in Haysville, KS, a suburb located southwest of Wichita.
More About Pastor Cummings …
People Person… Reverend Cummings has a cheerful, outgoing, and social demeanor. Members of
the Call Committee described her as an energetic “people person” who has a warm and caring
personality. She is very comfortable with children as shown in her Children’s messages during
services which can be found online and viewed (search Resurrection Lutheran Church,
Haysville, KS). We believe she can easily relate to teenagers. The candidate shared “I enjoy
working with the youth in a congregation. I have led service projects as well as lock-ins and
taught Sunday School to various age groups.” She mentioned that she worked with the kids in
her confirmation class to choose a night for their classes that worked with the other pulls on
their time. They settled on Sunday night and that worked for all. We believe her outgoing
personality will draw kids of that age.
Practicing the Ministry…Through virtual interviews, the Committee learned how she provides
pastoral care and has kept in regular contact with parishioners. The committee got a sense
that she ministers to the whole family. In her present church, she strives to visit the homebound once a month, does hospital visits as needed and calls church members on their birthdays. Pastor Cummings is passionate about “walking along side people in their joys and sorrows.” Her personality during a two-day visit to Wethersfield in April really seemed to confirm
the impressions we formed through virtual meetings. Said one committee member, “I found
Pastor Cummings to be confident, caring, sensitive, curious and observant.”
Teaching and Leading… Pastor Cummings’ experience in Christian Education includes Sunday
School planning, Confirmation classes, Adult Education, and leading Bible Study. She also has
worked with ecumenical and town groups in her present community. Such experience is beneficial as we explore combining resources with other Lutheran churches. She believes worship
and church service should “feed the soul.” She prepares sermons to spread the good news and
connect the Gospel and readings to our everyday lives. While most familiar with traditional
worship, she is open to a contemporary service. The committee felt Pastor Elizabeth would be
willing to work in partnership with lay leaders and the congregation and be adaptable to the
moment as needed.

Continued on the next page

JUNE 2022
MEET OUR NEW PASTOR
Opportunity to Grow
Pastor Cummings has expressed willingness to work with St. Paul’s in areas of ministry that may
be new to her. Areas include practicing the Covenant for Healthy Conversations to improve our
interactions with each other, exploring Reconciling in Christ, and other social justice issues.
The committee members saw evidence that she has walked beside her congregation and worked
with them on their needs. We believe she will be a supportive voice as we do our work ahead.
How We Might Stretch Pastor Cummings:
Growing our congregation by guiding us to develop new ways to reach families who lead busy
schedules and cannot come to worship on Sunday mornings.
Revitalize our Christian Education program, especially rebuilding our Sunday School program
Working with us on Social Justice Issues i.e., Reconciling in Christ
How Pastor Cummings Can Stretch St. Paul’s:
Work with us to follow our Covenant for Healthy Conversations
Growing our Food Pantry Outreach - she was very impressed with St. Paul’s pantry and
thought a larger space can serve more people – An example of “good news reaching outside the walls of the church”
Introducing us to some of the programs she has implemented at her present church
Concluding Notes
Pastor Cummings is the fifth candidate with whom the Call Committee had direct contact, and
she was the most qualified, enthusiastic, and interested. The Committee, as a whole, therefore
strongly recommends her.
From the Call Committee: Richard L. (Rick) Seip, Julie Perry, Carole Hughes, Susan Agne, Carl
Braren, Russ Bengtson, Marina Perry

Per guidelines provided by Synod, the Call Committee will now become the Mutual Ministry
Committee. This committee will meet with Pastor Elizabeth once a month assisting her as she
settles into the congregation and the community. The committee is reading and discussing the
book Pastor and People before Pastor arrives.

ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT:
We of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church believe in God’s grace given to us freely. We
are called to faithfully follow God’s Word, sharing in the good news of this grace.
We are to be God’s hands helping those in need—those we know, and those we
do not know.
When we say, “Here I am Lord,” we express our desire to become disciples of
Christ, accepting the mission to do what is asked of us. Our prayer on this journey is to walk with faith, to love one another, to share God’s love and to be the
hands of God.

JUNE 2022
JUNE GOSPEL READINGS
June 5th: Pentecost
John 14: 8-17 [25-27]
June 12th: Holy Trinity Sunday
John 16: 12-15
June 19th: Luke 28: 26-39
June 26th: Luke 9:51-62

Our income has been down recently.
Please remember to keep your pledges
up to date. Thank you!

Sunday,
June 5th is
Pentecost
Sunday.
Wear Red to
Church On This
Day!

HOLY TRINITY
SUNDAY IS
JUNE 12TH

FOLLOWING THE SERVICE ON
SUNDAY, JUNE 19TH WE WILL
HAVE A MEETING TO VOTE ON
NEW FLOORING FOR FELLOWSHIP
HALL. THE FUNDS WILL COME
FROM THE REMAINING BALANCE
OF THE GENEROUS DONATION
THAT WAS MADE FOR THE
PARKING LOT BY BOB BOWMAN.
THANK YOU AGAIN, BOB!!

JUNE 2022

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
ON SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH FOLLOWING WORSHIP
AS WE THANK PASTOR SWENSON FOR HIS
GUIDANCE AND CARE DURING THE MONTHS HE
WAS HERE WITH US AT ST. PAUL’S.

FULLY WRITTEN ARTICLES FOR THE SUMMER EPISTLE are
due by June 22nd.
Please send your article to me exactly the way you would like
it to appear: susanagne@yahoo.com
Thank you!

Thanks to Joy Hansen who has joined the Communications Committee to post all
the exciting things happening here at St. Paul’s on our Facebook page. Be sure to
check it out!
Our next Communications Meeting is Monday, June 6th at 6:30 at church. All
are welcome!

Our next Worship and Music Committee Meeting
will be June 6th at 5:00. We will meet in person
at the church.

JUNE 2022
AN OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY TO HELP OTHERS
A Note from Russ Bengtson/Outreach: Synod is asking that New England Lutheran
churches collect gift cards for displaced Ukrainians settling in the area. Ascentria
(formerly Lutheran Social Services) is organizing this campaign. If you are able, please
purchase gift cards from major retailers (food, clothing, department stores, etc) in
the New England area and get them to Lynne Matteson or Jerry Vaillancourt by June
5th so they can be brought to the synod assembly on June 9th. This will be St. Paul’s
offering to this year’s assembly along with funds from our Outreach Committee which
we’re using to buy more gift cards. Please be generous in this stressful time for our
brothers and sisters from Ukraine. Thank you. Below is the article shared in the
Synod Assembly newsletter Monday Medley email on May 9th:
Ascentria Care Alliance to gather gift cards at assembly for
refugees being resettled
Ascentria and our many volunteers are dedicated to welcoming all
refugees and helping them become valued members of our communities. Back in September of last year we were challenged to resettle over 600 Afghans in six months, representing more people
than we had resettled in the last 3 years combined. We successfully welcomed our new neighbors and continue to help them establish a new life in the
United States. Now we turn our efforts to the Ukrainian response. The Ukrainians are
arriving with a status of humanitarian parolee which means they are not eligible for
the same federal benefits received by refugees. Our biggest challenge is finding funding for food, clothing and household items. For that reason, we are asking for donations of gift cards. These cards will allow those arriving to have a sense of autonomy
as they shop and pick out items that they reflect their personal preferences. Your
gift card donations are greatly appreciated by our staff and the clients we serve.
Thank you!

Ushers are still needed for Sunday Services.
Please see Jerry Hansen or Walter Ruppar for
information.

This month,the pantry would
appreciate donations of:
Coffee
Tuna Fish
Canned Soup
Jelly
Thank you!

After Service Coffee Hour needs volunteers to
continue.
There is a sign up sheet posted in Fellowship
Hall.
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AS SEEN RECENTLY AROUND ST. PAUL’S
Bernice and Jennie say a sincere
“thank you” for the lovely hanging
petunia plants that we received on
Mother’s Day. Being honored as
the two oldest mothers attending
the Worship Service at St. Paul’s
on that May 8th Sunday was an
unexpected surprise. Special
thanks to Judy Lundin and Jerry
Hansen for adding a joyous touch
to our lives.
A peek from the loft during
a recent choir practice.
These are the screens that
Jerry Vaillancourt and Larry
Hansen are using for the
live streaming of our Sunday
services.
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PHOTOS FROM OUR MAY
14/15TH WEEKEND VISIT
WITH PASTOR ELIZABETH
CUMMINGS AND HER FAMILY.
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH

June 2022
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

1

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM

THU

FRI

SAT

2

3

4

9

10

11

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30

5

6

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
SERVICE

COMMUNICATIONS 6:30

12

13

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

9:30 AM
WORSHIP

COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
SERVICE

19 9:30 AM
WORSHIP

CONGREGATIONAL MTG
10:30
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP

26

9:30 AM
WORSHIP
COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP
AFTER
SERVICE

WORSHIP &
MUSIC 5:00

7

8

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30

SYNOD ASSEMBLY

14

MUTUAL
PARISH
MINISTRY
ADMIN 7:00
MTG 7:00 VIA
ZOOM

15

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM

16

17

18

24

25

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

CHOIR 7:30

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

TALENT
CHURCH
MINISTRY
MUTUAL
COUNCIL MTG 10:00 AM
MINISTRY
7:00 PM
MTG 7:00 VIA
CHOIR 7:30
ZOOM

TALENT
MINISTRY
10:00 AM
CHOIR 7:30

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

FOOD
PANTRY
10:00-1:00

SALEM
CHURCH

JUNE 2022
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - JUNE
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
JUNE 5TH: PENTECOST
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Les Swenson
Mary Procyk
Joan Kratzer
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
George Howe

JUNE 12TH
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR:
COUNTER:

Pastor Stephanie Smith
Joy Hansen
Jeanette Serafine
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
George and Deb Howe
Mary Procyk

JUNE 19TH
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

TBA
Mary Procyk
Mary Procyk
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Patty Bengtson
Mary Procyk

JUNE 26TH:
PASTOR:
ASSISTING MINISTER:
READER:
USHERS:
ALTAR
COUNTER:

Pastor Mark Olsen
Joy Hansen
Joy Hansen
Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar
Mary Procyk and Carol Bruce
Heather Christensen

For pastoral care, please contact:
Pastor Les Swenson (thru June 5th) 860-857-9362
Pastor Cheryl Hoffman ( June 5th-June 19th)
717-575-1173 (July 7th— Pastor Cummings arrival date in mid-July)
(We will share the name of the Pastor providing care between June 20th-July 7th
when we have that information).

JUNE 2022
PASTOR:
Interim Pastor (through June 5th):
Pastor Leslie Swenson
For Pastoral Care please call 860-857-9362

Pastor Elizabeth Cummings will begin as
our new Pastor in mid-July.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Jo-Ann Formica
Jo-Ann@stpaulswethersfield.org
MINISTER OF MUSIC:
Melissa Cheyney
SUPERINTENDENT OF
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL:
Alice Ruppar
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397
stpaulswethersfield.org

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Lynne Matteson
Lpm18@att.net
COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Russ Bengtson
rbengt@sbcglobal.net
COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Heather Christensen
heather.christensen@combined.com
TREASURER:
Tom Grottke
tgrottke@att.net
FINANCIAL SECRETARY:
Mary Procyk
mprocyck@stpaulswethersfield.org

