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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR CUMMINGS

Dear Members and Friends of St. Paul's,

I’'m looking forward to our Advent and Christmas seasons this year at
St. Paul’s. During the 4 weeks of Advent, you will notice that the
liturgical music will be set to popular Christmas tunes. Missy and |
enjoyed using it the last few years and hope that you will enjoy it
once again this year. This is a great way to welcome the season of
Advent, the season of preparation, as we await the birth of our Savior.

We will once again offer a Blue Christmas service for those who are
remembering a loved one or are struggling to find joy during the
holidays. | have invited Our Savior’s, Newington to join us on
December 20. We will gather at 5:00 pm in the sanctuary followed
by a soup supper. This is a quiet service of reflection, that includes
candle lighting, prayers, and silence, as well as coming together for
communion.

Please mark your calendars for our Christmas Eve Worship Service on
December 24" at 6:00 pm. Our annual Lessons and Carols service will
be on December 29 during the 10:00 am worship time. If you would
like to assist with one of the readings, please sign up on the white
board.

Wishing you a joyous holiday as you prepare your hearts and homes
for the birth of our Savior. May God bless you in this time.

Pedce and Blessings,
The Rev. Elizabeth A Cummings
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVICES

Second Sunday Third Sunday Fourth Sunday

of Advent of Advent of Advent
DECEMBER 7 DECEMBER 14 DECEMBER 21 |

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20th, Pastor
Elizabeth will lead our joint Blue
Christmas Service with Our Savior's
in the Sanctuary at 5:00 pm followed

/5 Z(AA?/ by a soup supper. This service is an

A opportunity to come together in a

Chrlstmas v quiet and contemplative way and make
a service of remembrance and hope space dur‘ing the noisiness Of the
season and to acknowledge the
heaviness we sometimes feel at this
time and to know the hope that Jesus
brings.

Looking for a few people to make a
crockpot soup. Please sign up near the
Whiteboard so we can plan for the
meal.

LESSONS
an
CAROLS

DECEMBER 28TH, 10 AM
DECEMBER 24TH PLEASE WEAR YOUR
6:00 PM CHRISTMAS SWEATER

“The Lord is coming, always coming. When you have ears to hear and eyes to see,
you will recognize him at any moment of your life. Life is Advent; life is recognizing
the coming of the Lord.”
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ST. PAUL’S MISSION STATEMENT:

We of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church believe in God’s grace given to us freely. We
are called to faithfully follow God’s Word, sharing in the good news of this
grace. We are to be God’s hands helping those in need—those we know, and
those we do not know.

When we say, “Here 1 am Lord,” we express our desire to become disciples of
Christ, accepting the mission to do what is asked of us. Our prayer on this jour-
ney is to walk with faith, to love one another, to share God’s love and to be the

hands of God.

DECEMBER GOSPEL READINGS

LE
DECEMBER 7th:  Matthew 3:1-12 55T
Z 7y R
DECEMBER 14Tth Matthew 11:2-11 A (3 K
MR
DECEMBER 21st: Matthew 1:18-25 4D}y

FULLY WRITTEN

ARTICLES FOR THE
JANUARY EPISTLE are due
by DECEMBER 21st. Please
send your article exactly the
way you would like it to
appear to Lorraine at:

DECEMBER 24th CHRISTMAS EVE SVC.
Luke 2:1-20

December 28th: Lessons & Carols Service

office@stpaulswethersfield.com

Thank youl
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER REMINDERS!

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET
.. MEETING WILL BE HELD FOLLOWING
J=" & OUR 11 AM WORSHIP SERVICE ON
ting &1 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14TH.

s
PEL AT L i)
O TR P Y R i

The poinsettia orders for the Christmas Memorial Garden
can be dropped off at the church office on or before
December 12th. It is important that you let us know
ahead of time whether you will be taking a plant. All
remaining plants will be delivered to our homebound
members. The poinsettias will be ordered from The
Flower Box in Wethersfield. The cost will be $13.00

per 4-inch plant and $20.00 per 6-inch plant.

2024 Christmas Memorial Garden - Poinsettia Order Form

Given in memory of
Please print name(s) exactly as you want it (them) to appear

Given by
Please print name(s) exactly as you want it (them) to appear

Please indicate with a check if you will be taking your plant or would like to donate
it to a homebound member .

Number of Plants Amount (Note: $13.00 per plant)
Number of Plants Amount (Note: $20.00 per plant)

Checks should be made out to: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Memo: “2025 Christmas Memorial Garden”
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SECRET SANTA
ORNAMENT
EXCHANGE
DEC. 21, 2025

Please sign up on our Whiteboard to be
part of the St. Paul's Secret Ornament
Exchange.

We will collect names of those who are
interested until Dec. 14+th.

Following the Congregational Meeting,
you will receive the name of the person
you are to gift an ornament to. You will
then bring your wrapped ornament with
the person's name to church on

Dec. 21st.
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Transformed by Service by Patty Bengtson

The words by Matt Perry printed in last month’s Epistle moved and in-
spired me so that I would like to continue this conversation about serving
for worship.

Matt’s personal account brought me back in my mind to when I stepped up
to the microphone to read for the first time. My palms were sweaty, my
voice shook, and stomach flip-flopped, yet I made it through: the first les-
son, psalm and second lesson. My discomfort and nervousness went unno-
ticed. I continued. In time, I became more comfortable and less anxious.

Each new voice reads the words from scripture in a way that causes my
brain to respond accordingly. I listen more deeply. Individual spoken words
have their own distinct style and sound. When a young person reads, the
words take on a more profound meaning to me. When I stand before
everyone, [ hear my voice in a new way and am often impacted — as if the
Spirit were present (because the Spirit IS present) and I have been moved.
When I make mistakes in my reading I have the opportunity to be humble
and know I am loved by God in all my imperfect ways and all the time for
all time.

Worship is a sacred and solemn slice of time during what is a chaotic and
demanding life we all lead. Worship is a retreat, a balm and a respite from
all the outside forces of life. We are not of this world; we belong to anoth-
er, that of eternal life. What a wonderful concept.

Time marches on, situations change. We give thanks to God for the prom-
ise of eternal life and for our St. Paul’s family. Please join Matt and me and
all the rest that serve at worship on Sunday. Thank you.

In Peace and with God’s Love,
Patty Bengtson
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COME JOIN US!!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7TH
3:00 PM

HOLIDAY JAZZ
CONCERT %755, ione i

i\ N #

=

g»wfﬁ &
CAMERQN CHE‘YNEY

FEATURING THE

Free Will Donation

Saint Paul’s 37 Weleott Hill Road
[/

7 S
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH Wethersfield, CT
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ENJOY AN AFTERNOOON OF
GREAT CHRISTMAS MUSIC!

Celebrate the Holiday Spirit and
Donate to the St. Paul Food Pantry!

“A Charlie Brown Christmas”

full album performed on solo jazz guitar by
Anthony DeMonte

Sat. December 13th, 2025 at 3 PM
St. Paul’s Church
371 Wolcott Hill Road, Wethersfield, CT
Free with suggested donation




DECEMBER 2025

SOME PHOTOS
FROM
THIS YEAR'S FAIR
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A FEW
MORE
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DECEMBER 2025

GUESS
WHQO??
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3 4 5 6
CLERGY MTG. FOOD
10:00 AM CHOIR 7:00  |pPANTRY
10:00-1:00
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10:00 AM MOSAIC MTG FOOD A CHARLIE
WORSHIP 10:30 AM ';ANTR‘{_ BROWN
COFFEE CHOIR 7:00 | 10:00-1:00 CHRISTMAS
FELLOWSHIP PARISH COMMUNICA - CONCERT
COUNCIL ADMIN MTG TIONS MTG. 3:00 PM
CUDGET MT6. 6:30 PM 6:00 PM
11:00 AM
WORSHIP
HOLIDAY JAZZ MUSIC 4 PM
CONCERT 3 PM
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
\IA?O?IO QA?’ BLUE CHRIST
SHI CHURCH FOOD -
COFFEE COUNCIL MTG|CHOIR 7:00  [PANTRY S o Ve
FELLOWSHIP 7:00 PM 10:00-1:00 SOUP SUPPER
TO FOLLOW
11:30AM
CONGREGA-
TIONAL MTG.
21 23 23 24 26 27
10:00 AM CHRISTMAS EVE
WORSHIP SERVICE
6:00 PM CHURCH OFFICE
COFFEE CLOSED
FELLOWSHIP
SECRET SANTA
ORNAMENT
EXCHANGE CHURCH OFFICE
CLOSED
28 29 30 31
10:00 AM '
LESSONS AND New Year‘ s
CAROL CHOIR 7:00 |Eve
WORSHIP
WEAR YOUR
SR
SW
OFFICE OFFICE
COFFEE
FELLOWSHIP CLOSED CLOSED
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WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS - DECEMBER
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

DECEMBER 7TH
ASSISTING MINISTER:

READER: Jerilyn Roy

USHERS: Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar, Martial Roy & Sophia
ALTAR: Elaine Strecker

COUNTER: Dave Hourigan

FELLOWSHIP HOUR:
DECEMBER 14TH

ASSISTING MINISTER:

READER:

USHERS: Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar, Martial Roy & Sophia
ALTAR:

COUNTER: Heather Christensen

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Rory Cummings

DECEMBER 20TH - BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE - 5:00 PM

THIS WILL BE A JOINT SERVICE WITH OUR SAVIORS FOLLOWED BY A SOUP SUPPER.

DECEMBER 21ST

ASSISTING MINISTER:

READER:

USHERS: Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar, Martial Roy & Sophia
ALTAR:

COUNTER: Dave Hourigan

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Jerry Hansen, Judy Lundin

DECEMBER 24TH CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE - 6:00 PM

ASSISTING MINISTER: Carol Bruce

READER:

USHERS: Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar, Martial Roy & Sophia
ALTAR:

COUNTER: Mary Procyk

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Jerry Hansen & Judy Lundin

DECEMBER 28TH LESSONS & CAROLS SERVICE

ASSISTING MINISTER: Carol Bruce

USHERS: Jerry Hansen, Walter Ruppar, Martial Roy & Sophia
ALTAR: Carol Bruce
COUNTER: Mary Procyk

FELLOWSHIP HOUR: Jerry Hansen &b Judy Lundin
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BIBLE VERSE OF THE MONTH

o
@a/z)[o
HAS BEEN BORN TO YOU:

HE IS )
ﬁ

m;% Ry,

LUKE 2:11

BAT
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PASTOR:
The Reverend Elizabeth Cummings
pastor@stpaulswethersfield.org

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:
Lorraine Gianakos
of fice@stpaulswethersfield.org o LUTHE,

4.
MINISTER OF MUSIC: R
Melissa Cheyney > <
missycheyney@yahoo.com EAV\— Ug§
SUPERINTENDENT OF '/4,‘ Vﬁ&'
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL: AMERY
Alice Ruppar

aruppar@sbcglobal.net

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH
371 WOLCOTT HILL ROAD
WETHERSFIELD, CT 06109
860-529-5397
stpaulswethersfield.org

Office Hours -

Tuesday — Friday

9am —1 pm

COUNCIL PRESIDENT:
Matt Perry
mperry0905@aol.com

COUNCIL VICE PRESIDENT:
Heather Christensen
heather.christensen@combined.com

COUNCIL SECRETARY:
Margaret DeBlois
mdebloisrpt@yahoo.com

TREASURER:
Tom Grottke
tgrottke@thenbsgroup.com

BOOKKEEPER
Peter Dunn
bookkeeper@stpaulswethersfield.org

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
David Hourigan
dhourigan1953@gmail.com




